How to Earn an “A” 

Congratulations on enrolling in College Success Strategies! 

I know that this is just one of the steps in your journey toward your goals. I am honored to be part of this process.  

Please let me know how I can best support you this term. As a part of this, I encourage you each to do your best work in each of your classes. 

I know that many of you have set goals for yourselves regarding your grades and GPAs.  Because of this, I would like to share some suggestions for how you can be as successful as possible in your classes.  Of course, these do not guarantee an “A” in the class. Nevertheless, I hope they are helpful tips for success(.

1.  Get to know the instructor.   We are ALL here to help you and want nothing more than to help you succeed.   I know that it's sometimes hard to reach out, especially to someone that you only know virtually, but we cannot know that you need help unless you ask.   

2.  Make a weekly study schedule and stick with it!    Everyone is busy, but it's imperative that you schedule in time to work on your academics.  As H. Jackson Brown stated, "Don't say you don't have enough time. You have exactly the same number of hours per day that were given to Helen Keller, Louis Pasteur, Michelangelo, Mother Teresa, Leonardo da Vinci, Thomas Jefferson, and Albert Einstein."  

Every person has a different method of organization and method does not work for everyone.  The important thing is to find one that works for you and then use it!  

I keep a daily "To-Do" list and update all throughout the day.  After I complete a task, I cross it from the list and move on to the next task.  

Organize your schedule and set priorities in a balanced way that works for you! 

3.  Don't procrastinate.  Many of us struggle with procrastination and it can be disastrous.  It is imperative that you don't put things off until the last moment.   Doing so can really add stress to your life (and who needs more of that? ( ). Planning ahead is a key to your success in college and to earning an “A”.

4.  Get to know other students in the class. You can exchange AIM names, e-mails, or even phone numbers.  You could even organize a study group of students in the class to meet virtually at a regular time each week.  

Again, I know it can be hard to reach out to people that you only know virtually, but remember that everyone is in the same boat!  You'll find so many other students are eager to get to know you.  I've seen many friendships formed between students in my courses.
5.  Set up an appointment via AIM.   If you need to meet with the instructor outside of class for extra help, send a quick email to set up an appointment via AIM. AIM is a Instant Messaging service that is free to students, please go to www.aim.com to set up your account if you haven’t already done so. My AIM login is angwako  

6.  Complete ALL work for the course.  It is important to turn in all assignments for each course. Nothing brings a grade down faster than a missing assignment.  As you work, be aware of things that could come up at the last minute.   Also, you lose valuable points if you submit your work late so plan ahead. However, late work is ALWAYS better than no work! 

7.  Post to the Discussion Board.  This is one of the ways we hold classroom discussions at Kaplan – via the Discussion Board. Each class has different requirements for the Discussion Board so be sure that you have a clear understanding of how many posts you are required to make each week.   You will learn a lot by reading what your fellow students have to say about the topics in each lesson. 

8.  Ask for help.   We have all needed help from time to time.  When you need help, be sure to let us know.

Perhaps this means asking your professor for a few minutes to explain a concept that confuses you.  Maybe you are having trouble with your writing and there's a student in the class who is willing to help you – take them up on it!  Or… maybe you simply ask a friend or family member to babysit each Saturday morning so you can work on school work.  Then, let your voice mail answer the phone and find a place to study with minimal distractions.

9.  Know how to navigate the course web site and use the resources available there.   It takes time to learn something new so you must spend some time learning how to navigate the course web site. Once you know all of the basics be sure to read everything included in each lesson and take advantage of supplementary materials posted in Doc Sharing.

10. Lastly, and possibly the most important, believe in yourself and KNOW that you can do this!  You've already taken a huge step by enrolling and you have the power to be successful.  Your instructor and advisor can only do so much; most of the work must be done by you.   We are here to support you along the way, but your success is ultimately in your hands. 

May your voyage with Kaplan be filled with much joy and much success!
