I’ve been spending some time testing Windows 8 and Server 2012 lately, mostly on virtual machines. If you’ve worked with either OS in a VM (or even Remote Desktop), you may have noticed the challenge in hitting the start screen button…the orb. It is very easy on a real monitor, because you simply move the mouse to the bottom-left corner of the screen. But on a VM, you can quickly move from the bottom-left corner of the VM to the applications on ‘the real’ system. So to make this a little easier for myself, I created a shortcut to launch the start screen:


All that’s required is a simple VBScript using my all-time non-favorite method “Sendkeys.” Here’s the code:

Set WshShell = WScript.CreateObject(“WScript.Shell”)
WshShell.SendKeys “^{ESC}”

Save as startscreen.vbs
Create a shortcut on the desktop
Change icon if you would like
Add shortcut to the taskbar

