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               We live in an era where business and corporate America are central themes to our 

culture.  What this means to the working class citizen is that one’s professional demeanor must 

always be considered when maintaining a successful career.  This is nowhere more evident than 

the way a person dresses in the business world.  Shirts and ties, and sometimes even suits, are 

commonplace in the business world.  But what does business casual or corporate casual mean?  

Does this mean you can wear anything you want?  Does “casual” mean the company does not 

care what you wear?  This is quite the opposite; the company does care what you wear, and you 

cannot just wear anything you want.  There are four common topics to discuss using common 

business etiquette:  what you can wear, what you cannot wear, what colors go together, and 

common mistakes to avoid. 

               The first topic of discussion is what you can wear.  Business casual means comfortable, 

but not like comfortable hanging out with your friends.  When you choose a pair of pants, you 

want to make sure they are slacks; kakis are common (Sylvestre-Williams, 2012).  Dress shirts 

without ties are okay, but you may also choose a polo shirt.  When selecting a belt, make sure it 

fits you and that the buckle is minimalistic and professional.  To also maintain that professional 

edge, you also want to select a pair of shoes that are comfortable, but still professional.  Your 

shoes should also be well maintained, and polished for scuff marks. 

               Next is what not to wear.  For pants, wearing jeans should not be worn unless 

management has given their direct approval.  T-shirts, sweat shirts, and halter tops also should 

not be worn.  When selecting shoes, you should not wear tennis shoes, gym shoes, flip-flops, or 

sandals.  Big belt buckles are flashy and extremely unprofessional.  Always err on the side of 

minimalistic when purchasing a belt for work. 

               The third topic is color, and what colors match.  It is okay to mix and match colors as 
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long as they are professional tones.  For instance, a pink polo shirt with a pair of black pants is 

okay.  However, a pink polo shirt with a pair of red pants is not acceptable.  Darker tones and 

neutral colors are definitely more business-like in nature.  For example, navy blues, blacks, and 

browns are more professional than pinks, purples, and neon colors.  Also, if you are going to 

wear contrasting colors, make sure they complement one another. 

               The final topic is common mistakes.  One common mistake a business professional can 

make is not ironing or not having their clothes dry-cleaned; wrinkled clothes are not acceptable 

business etiquette.  Another common mistake a business professional can make is not purchasing 

new clothes when necessary.   Even if you take great care of your clothes, they eventually have 

to be retired; always inspect your clothes for missing buttons, tears, and color fade. 

               In conclusion, the United States business and corporate culture is quite prevalent in our 

society.  Many Americans work in office spaces, and they may have the privilege of dressing in 

business casual attire.  However, casual does not mean sloppy or unprofessional.   To always 

maintain that professional edge and adhere to business etiquette, you need to know what you can 

wear, what you cannot wear, what colors go together, and common mistakes to avoid.  In the 

end, it is about how you want to present yourself; always put your best foot forward, even in the 

business casual world. 
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