
 

 

Closing Points 

Please review the Discussion Board Participation grading rubric in your course 
Syllabus. This is important information to ensure you earn the maximum points. 

Discuss what you have learned in this class about ethics from a personal and 
professional standpoint. Consider how ethics applies in your current career. Explain 
which theories in this class mirror your ethical position and how you will apply these in 
your career. 

When we first started our studies into ethics and IT, I really did not know what to expect. I 

thought we would be mostly talking about business ethics. Of course, we did spend time 

examining how ethics in the IT world affect business, but we also talked about ethics and 

customers, and ethics and the professional. I think what I learned was, ethics goes further and 

impacts more people and technology in ways that can serious hurt society. For example, we 

covered how ethics affects networks, e-mail, online social networks (like Facebook and Twitter), 

and cyber bullying. Some of the more interesting subjects we discusses were intellectual property 

rights and ways to protect digital rights. I really did not know much about patenting, copyrights, 

or trademarks before this class. I feel like I could at least converse knowledgeably about online 

rights, and what it would take to protect digital content; for instance, you could use 

watermarking, DRM, and certificates (Quinn, 2013). The copyright process itself really intrigue 

me. What I will take away from this class, is that if you truly believe you have created an 

original work, get it copyrighted. The process is actually quite easy, does not cost all that much, 

is guaranteed for life, plus 70 years. I thought that aspect of this class was amazing. 

 

Some of the other interesting parts of ethics, was how legislation has formed and is forming 

around ethical concepts. For example, privacy and security are important in the physical, and are 

governed by many laws. But the online world has really gone unregulated for quite some time. 

With cyber-attacks on the rise, both state and federal laws are being enacted to protect people’s 

online rights, and network computer systems. 

 

 

In the last unit, we really got to dig into what a code of ethics was, and then see those ethics 

applied to a real-world example. I particularly found the ACM code of ethics extremely 

thorough. How the ACM code is structured and laid out, it allows individuals to adapt the code 

filling particular jobs roles (ACM, 2015). Something funny, I am a student member of ACM, and 

I have never read the code of ethics until now. It makes me more proud as a professional to call 

myself an ACM member. It was not all about ACM though. I also reviewed IEEE. I have made it 

an action to become a student member as soon as possible. I am hoping to move both 

memberships into a professional membership status after I graduate.  

 

When it comes to ethical theories, I believe the Act Utilitarianism relates pretty well with my 

own life. I can see how maximizing positive outcomes, and considering the needs of society is 



 

 

very important (Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy, n.d.). I believe by learning about ethics, in 

general, you can under exactly how people are affected by someone’s actions. In technology, this 

is very important, because of the far-reaching implications of using technology improperly, or in 

ways that are meant to hurt people. 

 

I think, overall, the class accomplished what it set out to do, which was to show us how ethics 

and information technology affect businesses, the professional, and really, the world. 
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RE: Unit 6 Discussion 

You are right. Ethics do take you to a new whole level. Not only that, but ethics is even more important and more far 

ranging than I thought. I did like the studies into Act Utilitarianism, Virtue Ethics, and Kantianism. The code of ethics 

we research was quite interesting as well. I am an ACM member, yet I still learned quite a bit about ethics, and what it 

means to be a professional. Ethics really does enhance a professional's life, like you said. I believe whether you are a 

new professional, or well-experienced professional, having a code of ethics will keep you on a good path throughout 

your career.  

 

Are you about to graduate? I am still four courses away. I am looking forward to the end. 

 
 
RE: Final Discussion 

I was also challenged more in this class on the concepts of ethics, and how ethical theory applies to technology. I 

believe there were a couple of important theories that directly related to information technology. One, is Act 

Utilitarianism. Act Utilitarianism focuses on maximizing positive outcomes and increasing happiness, while 

at the same time thinking about the individual and society. Two, I also liked Kantianism, meaning ethics 

that are centered on duty. Sometimes, it is our duty to do what is right, not necessarily what makes us 

happy. Overall, I think the course was successful in examining technology through the lens of ethics. 



 

 

 

Outcomes addressed in this activity: 

Unit Outcomes: 

 Complete the Final Project 

Course Outcome: 

 IT590-1: Analyze legal and ethical issues in the field of information 
technology. 

 IT590-2: Apply ethical theories to information technology case studies. 

 IT590-3: Discuss recent legislation related to ethical computing. 

 IT590-4: Evaluate differences in ethical codes of information technology 
conduct in different cultures. 

Final Project Instructions: 

Throughout this course, you have analyzed and discussed case studies and issues on 
key ethical issues in information technology. Now it is time to consider how these 
theories apply to your current career and field of study. 

Compile your research you have completed during this course. 

Analyze and discuss two legal and ethical issues related to Information Technology. 
Some examples might include Net Neutrality, Digital Divide, Security, Privacy, 
Intellectual Property, and Handicap Accessibility. 

Find at least one case study that discusses ethics in Information Technology. What 
were some of the ethical issues you identified within the case study? What workable 
ethical theory was applied? Clearly explain the workable ethical theory and how it was 
applied in this case. Would you have reached a similar conclusion? Explain. 

Identify at least two laws that deal with Information Technology. How will these laws 
affect the way in which you make your decisions and conduct business? How do these 
laws apply to the workable ethical theories you have studied this term? 

Think about a situation in which you may be conducting business with people from other 
cultures. How might your Code of IT Conduct differ from theirs? Use examples and/or 
case studies to demonstrate. Make sure that you explain each idea fully andsupport it 
with credible research. 



 

 

As you write, you may consider some of the topics below: 

 Ownership of information. 

 Preventing spam, e-mail viruses, Denial-of-Service 

 Computerized invasion of privacy. 

 Policies for handling consumer information or anonymity and identity. 

 Plagiarism. 

 Releasing buggy or imperfect software. 

 Encryption Control Act 

 Copyright Protection. 

Final Project Requirements: 

Submit a research paper that is 6–8 pages in length, excluding cover page, table of 
contents, and references. Your final paper’s content should synthesize course concepts, 
provide a review of supporting material, and present a general understanding of the 
selected topic. In addition, your paper should include: 

Paper must include 5–7 credible references to support your position. Your sources can 
be from course texts or assigned readings. However, utilizing journals from the Kaplan 
online library is preferred. 

All in-text citations and references must be presented using APA style and formatting 
guidelines. When completing your Assignment, take a clear stand on whether a 
particular action or decision is right or wrong and then defend it, using one or more of 
the workable ethical theories described in the book. 

 Include 5-7 credible references (with citations) to support viewpoints. 

 Minimum 6-8 pages long, (not including cover page) 12 pt. type, 
double-spaced and free of spelling errors. 

Save file as Project6_yourlastname.doc and submit to the Dropbox. 

For instructions on how to submit your Assignment to the Dropbox, click on the 
Academic Tools tab above 

Written Assignment Requirements 



 

 

Answers contain sufficient information, adequately researched and cited, to credibly and 
specifically answer the questions. Deductions for spelling, grammar, organization and 
citation errors are outlined in the MSIT Writing Rubric. 

Please be sure to download and reference the file “Writing Center Resources” 

Review the grading rubric below before beginning this activity. Printable rubrics 
are available in Doc Sharing. 

Final Project grading rubric = 250 points 

Project Requirements / criterion 
Maximum points 

possible for satisfactory 
completion of task 

Points 
earned by 
student 

#1 Analyze legal and ethical issues in the field of Information 

Technology. 

 Clearly analyzes and evaluates two Information 
Technology issues using workable ethical theories 

0-60  

#2. Apply ethical theories to information technology case studies. 

 Applies workable ethical theories to evaluate 
Information Technology case studies. 

0-70  

#3 Discuss recent legislation related to ethical computing. 

 Researches two recent laws regarding ethical 
computing, and formulates an opinion based on one or more 
workable ethical theories. 

0-60  

#4 Evaluate differences in ethical codes of information technology 
conduct in different cultures. 

 Evaluates and makes recommendations to address 
differences in ethical codes of information technology conduct 
in different cultures in a very clear and detailed way . 

0-60  

Column Total 0-250  

Points deducted for spelling, grammar, and/or APA errors (See the 
Writing Rubric). 

 
  

Adjusted total points   

 
 
Engineering, Codes of Ethics, and Whistle-Blowing 



 

 

A profession is a vocation requiring a high level of education and practical experience in 
a given field. Software engineering is not a full-fledged profession, such as medicine or 
law, because you do not need to be certified and licensed in order to do the work. 

 

Outcomes 

After completing this unit, you should be able to: 

 Explain various codes of ethics between professions 
 Discuss the implications of whistle blowing 

Course Outcomes practiced in this unit: 

IT590-1: Analyze legal and ethical issues in the field of information technology. 

IT590-2: Apply ethical theories to information technology case studies. 

IT590-3: Discuss recent legislation related to ethical computing. 

IT590-4: Evaluate differences in ethical codes of information technology conduct in 
different cultures. 

 

What do you have to do in this unit 

 Complete assigned reading. 
 Participate in Discussion. 
 Complete unit Final Project. 
 Review and post to Program Portfolio. 

 
 
There are no text readings for this unit. Please make sure to complete the Web Resources, and check out 
the Summary and Key Terms below. 
 
 

Initial professional education is very helpful, but not required. Even if software engineers 
get an undergraduate degree in computer science, the program may not be accredited 
by ABET®. There is no mandatory licensing of software engineers. Professional 
societies exist, but software engineers do not have to belong to one of them. A code of 
ethics exists, but following the code is strictly voluntary. 



 

 

The Software Engineering code of Ethics and Professional Practice is based upon eight 
general principles related to the following subjects: the public, client and employer, 
product, judgment, management, profession, colleagues, and self. Each of these 
general principles contains list of clauses related to specific areas with the potential for 
more concern. The code was developed by the IEEE-CS/ACM joint task force on 
Software Engineering Ethics and Professional Practices (SEEPP): 

“The short version of the code summarizes aspirations at a high level of abstraction. 
The clauses that are included in the full version give examples and details of how these 
aspirations change the way you act as software engineering professionals. Without the 
aspirations, the details can become legalistic and tedious; without the details, the 
aspirations can become high sounding but empty; together, the aspirations and the 
details form a cohesive code. 
 
Software engineers shall commit themselves to making the analysis, specification, 
design, development, testing and maintenance of software a beneficial and respected 
profession. In accordance with their commitment to the health, safety and welfare of the 
public, software engineers shall adhere to the following Eight Principles: This Code was 
developed by the IEEE-CS/ACM joint task force on Software Engineering Ethics and 
Professional Practices (SEEPP).” 

IEEE-CS/ACM joint task force on Software Engineering Ethics and Professional 
Practices (1999). Software Engineering Code of Ethics and Professional Practice (5.2). 
Retrieved fromhttp://seeri.etsu.edu/Codes/TheSECode.htm#task%20force 

 

Key Terms 

 Profession: A profession is a vocation requiring a high level of education 
and practical experience in a given field. 
 Virtue ethics: The ethical theory that holds the right thing to do in a 
particular circumstance is that which a person of high moral character would do 
in that situation. 
 Software Engineering Code of Ethics: A practical framework for moral 
decision making related to problems that software engineers may encounter. 
 Whistle blower: Someone who breaks ranks with an organization in order 
to make an unauthorized disclosure of information about a harmful situation. 

Quinn, M.J. (2013). Ethics for the Information Age. Boston: Addison-Wesley. 
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