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What is the purpose of peer review?  
The purpose of the peer review is a few important things.  One, the peer review gives you a second set of eyes.  Reviewing, and re-reviewing your own paper can cause a problem where you overlook simple things, like missed words, or continuity.  Secondly, a peer review can offer ideas that would improve the overall message and content of the Capstone Project.  The peer review is meant to help students add the final touches to their Capstone Project using other students’ opinions and academic insight.

What strategies will you try to keep in mind as you review your partner’s paper?  
I will take a few things into consideration.  One, I will be open minded and try to understand what the message of their Capstone Project is.  And then, I will try to make sure the message flows throughout the paper, and check for punctuation, spelling errors, and basic sentence construction.  But I’m sure there will be minimal amounts of editing due to the quality of students in the class; we all have plenty of writing experience. 

What sort of feedback are you most looking for from your partner for your own paper?
The number one thing I’m looking for is just an honest opinion of my rough draft.  I would expect any spelling or punctuation errors pointed out so I could fix them.  But overall, I’m just excited that we all have made it this far.  Good luck to all of us!
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If I had to conduct my own review, I would do two things.  One would be read my Capstone Project out loud, just to see if it sounds correct.  Next would be to load my Project into an audio program to read my paper.  I use Natural Reader 11.  I basically just select my whole paper, copy it to the clipboard, and then paste the contents into my reader.  This allows me hear my paper in several pre-selected voices.  Hopefully, I won't have to employ these measures, but both could be useful in the scenario where I was reviewing my own Capstone Project.

A great third option is to have someone like my girlfriend to read it...this just gives me a second set of eyes and insight into my paper. 
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I also think that this "second set of eyes" has to the ability to see gaps and suggest edits in your Capstone Project.  I know for me, I just get so engrossed in my own work, that it easy to miss continuity...or even to assume certain knowledge that the reader may not have; that is where your reviewer, your editor, comes in.  They can suggest improvements that will make your Capstone Project overall better. 




