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Assignments

Peer Review
After reflecting on your topic from a variety of perspectives and using your critical thinking skills to analyze the multiple effects of your research topic event, you are now reaching the point of final revisions, proofreading, and feedback. This is an exciting time because you will now have the opportunity to share your complete draft (first-half and second-half drafts) with your peers and get some additional feedback for consideration! Your instructor will assign you a partner or offer you the opportunity to select your own partner early in the week so that you can make arrangements to exchange papers and complete the peer review worksheet for your project.

Unit Outcomes 
	Provide constructive feedback to others’ writings

Course Outcomes practiced in this unit: 
LI499-2 Apply appropriate theories and concepts to personal, social, and organizational issues in a formal research project statement demonstrating the achievement of BSLI-3 (Professional Competencies), BSLI-4 (Cultural and Diversity Awareness) and the General Education Literacy Outcomes: Communication (GEL-1) and Critical Thinking (GEL-8)
LI499-4 Evaluate the use of contemporary tools and technologies to communicate concepts effectively in diverse social and professional settings demonstrating the achievement of BSLI-3 (Professional Competencies) and the General Education Literacy Outcome: Critical Thinking (GEL-8)
LI499-5 Utilize primary and secondary sources of data and information demonstrating achievement of the General Education Literacy Outcome: Research and Information (GEL-6)


What do you have to do in this unit?
Following are summaries of the activities you need to complete this week. You can find these activities in this order in the left hand navigation. 
	Reading 
This week's readings focus on strategies for editing, revising, and proofreading. You'll also learn how to effectively participate in the peer review process.
	Discussion 
The discussion thread will focus on the peer review process and allow you to explore strategies for effectively interacting with your peer review partner.



Kaplan University College of Arts and Sciences LI 499 READINGS Unit 8 
 Reading 1 - Editing, Revising, and Proofreading 
You have been working on your paper for the last 7 weeks and it’s probably very tempting to wrap it up and consider yourself finished since you now have a completed draft before you. However, taking the time to review your paper and proofread, consider revisions, and make edits can really polish your final product (and enhance your grade)! You’ve worked so hard and come this far….do you have it in you to really go the limit and produce the absolute best work you possibly can? Here are some suggestions to help you do just that! 
Read the KU Writing Center’s article, “Editing and Revising.” Think about how you can utilize these strategies as you review your own paper and provide feedback to your peer review partner. 
After you have exchanged papers with your partner and received your partner’s feedback on your paper, the final touches will include your ability to carefully and effectively proofread your paper. This is where you will have the final opportunity to watch for spelling errors and typos as well as check for common grammar problems, consider your word choices, and check for sentence variation. Read the KU Writing Center’s “Proofreading” article, and make sure you apply these strategies to your own paper. 
Reading 2 - Peer Review Guidelines 
Your instructor will give you the option of finding your own peer review partner or will assign you a partner for peer review at the beginning of this unit. It is critical that you provide your partner with a copy of your drafted project as soon as possible (Thursday or Friday) so that your partner can begin working on the peer review draft. Please be considerate of your partner’s time…since you don’t know when your partner tends to do his/her schoolwork, it’s best to get your draft to your partner immediately so he/she can fit the peer review into his/her schedule. 
The purpose of a peer review is to provide you with feedback from another source besides your instructor. Sometimes it helps to hear another point of view and have a new pair of eyes check for any problems in your paper. Your paper may be perfectly clear in your own eyes, but from someone else’s point of view (someone who doesn’t have your same background) it may be confusing or need further clarification with additional examples. Likewise, your peer review partner can give suggestions for alternate word choices if vocabulary is too technical or repetitive. Try not to take any constructive criticism personally…look at it as an opportunity to produce the best work that you possibly can! And remember, while all feedback should be taken under consideration, only you can decide if you want to make the changes recommended or not. Part of being a critical thinker involves evaluating feedback that you get and deciding whether or not to use it. 
Read the Writing Center’s article “Peer Groups” for some strategies. While the parts on Peer Groups and Peer Group Contracts are not applicable in this case, the later sections on “Constructive Advice” and “Unresponsive Peers” will be helpful to you. If you have not heard from your peer review partner by Friday, please contact your instructor for assistance.

The topics for this week’s seminar are the peer review process and effective strategies for editing, revising, and proofreading.
Remember that you should make every effort to complete the assigned readings for the unit before the seminar so you will be prepared to discuss the topics listed on the following page. 
Seminar Topics: 
	What are some ideas for offering constructive criticism? How can you be sure not to offend your partner but at the same time be truthful about your recommendations for improvement?

Using critical thinking skills, how do you determine if you should make use of your peer review partner’s feedback?
Which of the proofreading strategies do you think will be most helpful for you?
To participate in seminar for this unit, complete one of the two available options:
Option 1: Participate in a synchronous seminar discussion. You are strongly encouraged to participate in the live seminar for this week’s discussion if possible. Many students find this live discussion very helpful because your instructor will clarify the seminar information and your classmates may pose questions that you also have about the material.
Option 2: If you are unable to attend the live seminar, complete the Option 2 written assignment that follows. Your responses to the questions above should be composed in complete sentences and paragraphs and be 100-200 words in length. APA style is required.
You should create your seminar responses in MS Word. Save your answers and submit them to the Unit 8: Seminar Dropbox. The Dropbox is located at the top of this class on the blue toolbar. Be sure to complete all questions to earn your seminar points.
For more information on submitting your work to the Dropbox, click the Dropbox Guide button.


You have been assigned a peer review partner for this week’s project. Exchange your project drafts with your partner via email. Make sure to do this early in the week so both of you will have time to complete the review and fill out the peer review worksheet accessible through the button above. Be sure to use the strategies you’ve read about to complete the peer review and incorporate the suggestions from the peer review reading for offering constructive criticism. Keep in mind while you may not agree with the point of view expressed in the paper, it’s important that you remain objective and supportive in reviewing it. Try to keep personal comments out of the paper and instead offer constructive suggestions for making changes to improve the paper.




