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Assignments

Unit 1 Overview 
Course Preview
This first unit of the course provides you with a review of the Liberal Studies Program, including program outcomes, the specific objectives for this course, an overview of your class assignments for this term, and a preview of the final project as well as a review of the critical thinking skills that you have been applying throughout your program. Make sure you review the Library Presentation under Course Home, as you will be required to access much of your research from Kaplan’s UAH Salmon Library


Outcomes
After reviewing the final project information, you should begin thinking about a possible topic for your project. You’ll have the opportunity to review a list of potential topic ideas or you can come up with your own.
Unit Outcomes 
	Evaluate how a liberal studies program is useful to you

Explain how critical thinking skills support success in your personal and professional life
Course Outcomes practiced in this unit: 
LI499-2 Apply appropriate theories and concepts to personal, social, and organizational issues in a formal research project statement demonstrating the achievement of BSLI-3 (Professional Competencies), BSLI-4 (Cultural and Diversity Awareness) and the General Education Literacy Outcomes: Communication (GEL-1) and Critical Thinking (GEL-8) 
LI499-4 Evaluate the use of contemporary tools and technologies to communicate concepts effectively in diverse social and professional settings demonstrating the achievement of BSLI-3 (Professional Competencies) and the General Education Literacy Outcome: Critical Thinking (GEL-8) 
LI499-5 Utilize primary and secondary sources of data and information demonstrating achievement of the General Education Literacy Outcome: Research and Information (GEL-6) 


What do you have to do in this unit?
Following are summaries of the activities you need to complete this week. You can find these activities in this order in the left hand navigation. 
	Introduce Yourself 
You will take some time to get to know your fellow students and your instructor. 
	Reading 
In this unit you will be reading a review of the Liberal Studies program, including the program objectives as well as an overview of this course. You will also preview your course assignments and reflect on the critical thinking skills you have gained in your program. 
	Discussion 
This week’s discussion focuses on your reflection of the Liberal Studies program as well as applying critical thinking skills to your research project. 
	Seminar 
We'll be reviewing the class expectations and the course overview during seminar. You'll also have the opportunity to ask any questions and discuss the purpose of the final project. 
	Final Project Information 
You’ll have the opportunity to preview the final project for this course and review the criteria. 

Click here for a PDF that you can print or save 


Your readings in this course are in PDF format. Click the button above to access everything you need

The objective of our first seminar will be to review class expectations and the overview of the course. 
You should make every effort to complete the assigned readings for the unit before the seminar so you will be prepared to discuss the topics listed below.
Seminar Topics: 
	What questions do you have about the syllabus/course/final project?

What is critical thinking and how will we be using it in the course?
How does the final project relate to social sciences, arts & humanities, and the ethics outcomes?
To participate in seminar for this unit, complete one of the two available options: 
Option 1: Participate in a synchronous seminar discussion. You are strongly encouraged to participate in the live seminar for this week’s discussion if possible. Many students find this live discussion very helpful because your instructor will clarify the seminar information and your classmates may pose questions that you also have about the material.
Option 2: If you are unable to attend the live seminar, complete the Option 2 written assignment that follows. Your responses to the questions above should be composed in complete sentences and paragraphs and be 100-200 words in length. APA style is required.
You should create your seminar responses in MS Word. Save your answers and submit them to the Unit 1: Seminar Dropbox. The Dropbox is located at the top of this class on the blue toolbar. Be sure to complete all questions to earn your seminar points.
For more information on submitting your work to the Dropbox, click the Dropbox Guide button.

PROJECT

Your primary objective in this course is to demonstrate your mastery of the skills noted in the program outcomes by developing your final project—an 8-10 page analysis of a significant historical/cultural event that has influenced human behaviors, expression, and ethics. Each project you complete in this course will build toward the final project, so you will be starting on it immediately.
Next, you will find an overview of the final project as well as a PDF with a more detailed description of the project requirements.
Preliminary Overview 
	Introduction (2 pages)
	Thesis

Background/History
	Discussion (4-5 pages)
	Human Behavior
Human Expression
Ethics
	Conclusion (2-3 pages)
	Relevance to contemporary issues/future concerns
Lessons learned—application to personal/professional life
Anything else you want to add
Click the PDF button for the detailed project requirements. You might want to print it out so you can refer to it throughout the course.


