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Discussion


Respond in complete sentences to the question in the Discussion area with a full, on-point reply. Be sure to make at least one reference to the course material or another resource. Also, reply to two classmates with thoughtful and substantive posts that further the discussion.


Discussion Topic
Using an internet search, research and report on the career choices open to people with liberal arts degrees. Then, choose one of those career fields and  do a little more research so that you can report on  whether more men or women are employed in that field. Did your findings about which gender is more likely to work in this career surprise you? Why or why not
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From the article, Who studies the arts and sciences? Social background and the choice and consequences of undergraduate field of study, it is important to note that socio-economic background tends to play a role in degree seekers, whether the degree be in vocational or arts and sciences (Goyette & Mullen, 2006).  With specifically choosing the Liberal Arts degrees, you can find jobs in art, biological sciences, psychology, English, foreign language, and political science (Lorenz).  Since there are so many “hot button” political topics as of late, I have selected political science to do a little research in.  What I found out is that men have far greater success, make more money, and hold more prestigious committee appointments than women in the field of political science (McMurtie, 2013).  The gender disparities in the political field do not surprise me, mainly because American politics and the political landscape have been dominated by men for hundreds of years.  It is really only in the last 30 or so years that women are moving up into powerful political positions.  For example, Hillary Clinton was the Secretary of State.  I do believe things are changing fast, and it probably won’t be long before the United States has a female president.  But, as for politics in general, women still have a long ways to go in equality.  We could start by passing the ERA at least that would set the stage for equal pay, for equal work. 

Goyette, K. A., & Mullen, A.L. (2006). Who studies the arts and sciences? Social background and the choice and consequences of undergraduate field of study. The Journal of Higher Education, 77, 497-538. 

Lorenz, Kate. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.careerbuilder.com/Article/CB-417- Getting-Hired- What-Can-I-Do-With-a-Liberal-Arts-Degree/ 
McMurtrie, Beth. (August 30, 2013). Political Science Is Rife With Gender Bias, Scholars Find.  Retrieved from http://chronicle.com/article/Political-Science-Is- Rife-With/141319/
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You bring up some interesting points about women filling 94.7% child care jobs, and the potential to use your Liberal Arts degree for business management.  I’ve worked in the corporate world for some 19+ years now and female managers and leaders are quite prevalent in corporate culture.  I am sure you won’t have any problem finding work, and moving up through the ranks.  Have you already started looking for work using your degree as professional leverage?  What industry do you plan on working in? 
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It is interesting that you bring up computer science and the ratio of women being very low compared to men.  Why do you think that is?  I have been in computer science all my life, and have seldom run across women at the programming side, IT support side of computer science.  That’s not to say I haven’t seen women IT; I’ve seen many.  It does seem like women move into more of the management and leadership roles in IT though.  I have personally seen women come into the IT field at the bottom, and then just get burned out before moving up through the ranks.  I’m just wondering why is that?  Perhaps men can take the common abuse in the IT field a little better. 




