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Assignments

The Role of Gender in the Liberal Arts
Courses and careers in the liberal arts encompass the humanities and social sciences. Also known as arts and sciences, college and university courses in this area prepare students to become critical thinkers. This unit will examine how gender influences who chooses courses of study and careers in such fields as political science, English, history, and philosophy, and the arts. You will also do research to learn what careers are open to graduates with liberal arts degrees.

After completing the learning activities in this unit, students will be able to: 
	Explain how gender interacts with other socio economic status indicators to affect major fields of study
	Examine ideas about the value and purpose of a liberal arts education has changed for both men and women over time



What do you have to do in this unit?
Read an article that investigates gender’s influence on higher education majors
Attend Seminar on how traditional gender roles might influence education or careers choices in liberal arts.
	Take part in the class Discussion which examines the change in views about the purpose of liberal arts education over time


Introduction: The reading for this unit is an article that reports on the impact of gender and other indicators of socioeconomic status on choice of educational majors. The reading examines the societal forces behind the historical notion that liberal arts programs prepared the elite to become leaders. There are also ideas presented on why more men choose mathematics and science majors while women choose the humanities.
The article can be found in the KU Library.
Goyette, K. A., & Mullen, A.L. (2006). Who studies the arts and sciences? Social background and the choice and consequences of undergraduate field of study. The Journal of Higher Education, 77, 497-538.


Option 1: Attend the Seminar to discuss these questions.
	How have traditional gender roles contributed to preferences by sex for certain career fields?

How do gender and social background intersect to influence the choice of educational majors?
Are liberal arts educations still mostly meant to prepare the elite to govern?
Option 2: Complete the Seminar Option 2 wiki activity.
	Search online to find a college recruiting advertisement that seems to be specifically trying to attract one gender. 

Post a link to the in class Wiki. Share the information you found out about liberal arts programs when you visited the link. 
	Review your classmates’ posts and offer any ideas you may have about this college and its appeal to a single gender.


This unit showed how gender influences the decisions to major in the liberal arts. An historical perspective was offered for the changes in ideas about the value and purpose of a liberal arts education over time. You investigated the career fields that are open to people with liberal arts degrees and learned about the ways that gender is distributed across these careers. This unit showed how gender influences the decisions to major in the liberal arts. An historical perspective was offered for the changes in ideas about the value and purpose of a liberal arts education over time. You investigated the career fields that are open to people with liberal arts degrees and learned about the ways that gender is distributed across these careers.





