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Discussion

Respond in complete sentences to the question in the Discussion area with a full, on-point reply. Be sure to make at least one reference to the course material or another resource. Also, reply to two classmates with thoughtful and substantive posts that further the discussion.


Discussion Topic
The following is a quote from 27 year-old Nazmin in the article “Marriage means having children and forming your family, so what is the need of discussion?’ Communication and negotiation of childbearing preferences among Bangladeshi couples.”
People identify a person in the society by their son’s name. Actually, in our society a son’s mother earns more respect than a daughter’s mother. She has power. Nobody can cheat her because her son can maintain the house and the property. For that I could achieve that position after being a mother (to a son). Everybody respects me. My son made my position strong in my family (Gipson & Hindin, 2007, p. 192).
Choose ONE scenario from below and respond to it. 
Scenario 1 Imagine that you and 27 year-old Nazmin are in a university class together. You ask her to join you in an online chat after class one day. In an effort to learn more about the gender ideals in her culture, what four questions would you like to ask Nazmin so that you could more clearly understand her statement? Why these questions?
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I have selected scenario 1; my questions would be directed towards Nazmin.
 Question one:  Do you think being poor has influenced your decisions?
 Question two:  Would you trade having only one daughter with having a second or even third son?
 Question three: Do you think home life, the child rearing responsibilities, could change in the near future?
 Question four:  Would your life be better or worse if you were required to be the head of household?  And, one follow up question I would ask would be, "What would make your life better?"
I have selected these questions to better understand Nazmin’s state of mind when it comes to having male/female children, whether her decisions would be different if she was wealthier, and what she thinks about the head of household position.  Also, if I had a 5th question, I would ask her how her life would be different in a less poor country, like the United States.
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Your take on the husband’s perspective is good; I actually did mine from the wife’s side.  If we were to cover a few questions, for example, “Why does having a son make a mother more powerful?” and “What does a father feel about a son vs. a daughter?", we can better understand the husband’s/father’s perspective.  I would think the mother receives more respect for having a son because the son can do more, and accomplish more in their culture; the daughter grows up, and eventually goes off to the in-laws.  And, if we look at what the father thinks about a son versus a daughter…it aligns with the respect the community gives to having sons in general.  So, in the end it is about their culture and their communities driving the social norms; having sons is just better.
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I would agree that sons are important, and really give the parents a certain prestige in their community.  The girls were covered as well though…they were said to be married off, and to go away with the in-laws.  This is different than the boys…as they seem to stay close to home.  Now, I didn’t even think about grandchildren…that is a good question.  I can only guess that the son’s children are more important than the daughter’s children.  The dowry is another good question.  What if there is a dowry?  Do you think that adds to the appeal of just having sons?  What about the "happy family?"
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Scenario 2 Imagine that you and Abdul, Nazmin’s husband, are in a university class together. You ask him to join you in an online chat after class one day in an effort to learn more about the gender ideals in his culture. What four questions would you like to ask Adbul that would help you to better understand his wife’s statement? Why these questions?


