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Assignments

Gender in Language: A Global Evolution
In Unit 2 you will examine the link between culture and the development of gendered language over time. The utility of gendered language in society is explored during an observation exercise in a public place. Barriers to communication created by gendered language in a multicultural, global society are considered. The Discussion asks students to analyze the construction of gendered language in their own lives over time. 

Outcomes
After completing the learning activities in this unit, students will be able to: 
	Examine the origins of gendered speech

Discuss the implications of using gender-based language in multicultural social interaction
Identify the clues used to recognize and interpret gendered speech
	Interpret clues about the future direction of gendered language


What do you have to do in this unit?
Read about the evolution of gender in language.
Share ideas from your own research on the Discussion Board.
Attend Seminar or complete Option 2. 
	Observe and report Gendered Communication in the social world. 

Reading

Introduction: The two Readings this week investigate gender as a socially constructed language component.
The two articles are found in the KU Library. 
Scott, J. (1986). Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis. American Historical Review, 91, 1053-1076.
De Kadt, E. (2004). Gender aspects of the use of English on a South African university campus. World Englishes, 23, 515-534. DOI: 10.1111/j.0083-2919.2004.00375.x


Option 1: Attend the Seminar. Be sure to read “Gender: A Useful Category for Historical Analysis” before attending Seminar so you can address the following questions.
	How do men and women use language differently?

How has the gendered use of language changed over time?
What are some ways that gendered language will be important to the continuing globalization processes?
Option 2: Complete the Seminar Option 2 wiki activity.
	Use the internet to find two TV commercials for any one (1) product you choose. 

One of the commercials should be from the pre-1990 era. The other should be from 2005 or later. 
Post the links to these commercials in the Wiki for Unit 2. 
Post your ideas on how men and women in these commercials are using language differently. Do you see differences over time? 
	Review your classmates’ wiki posts and add your own ideas.







Assignment


file_2.png

file_3.wmf


Get Ready: Read DeKadt’s article “Gender aspects of the use of English on a South African university campus.” In this article, De Kadt suggests that gender is an on-going process rather than a state. Instead of individuals being assigned to a pre-existing gender, she suggests that they construct a variety of masculinities or femininities through day-to-day activities.
Observe: Observe any part of the social world for evidence that the construction of ideas about masculinity or femininity is ongoing and part of your everyday interactions and conversation. Observe for about a half an hour, and make note of the interactions that you see that are related to constructing or maintaining masculine or feminine identities. Click here to view an example of a common occurrence you may experience during your observation.
Report: Write a 5 page paper about your observations. Page 1 should be the title page, and Page 5 should be the reference page. In addition to the course materials, include at least one outside resource in your references.
Pages 2-4 should contain your text with one citation per page. These pages should include:
	A brief introduction that answers the questions who, what, where, and why about the observation

A description of the methods used to collect your data
Detailed findings from the observation, including specific examples
A conclusion based in the observation data about how gender is constructed through daily interactions between any combination of males and females 
A brief summary that includes a question for further study.
If in doubt about formatting your paper, ask your instructor or check the APA Quick Reference Guide in the menu of the course home page for directions and examples.
Check your paper against the Unit 2 Assignment Rubric from your Syllabus to be sure that you have included the required elements. If you have any questions at all, please contact your instructor for help.
Unit Syllabus Submitting your paper: Submit your paper to Dropbox for the Unit 2 Assignment.


Unit Summary
In Unit 2 you investigated the evolution of gendered language and the social construction of sex roles over time.
Gendered language and the challenges it may present in the process of globalization was also considered. You considered the influence of gendered language in the way that your own sex roles have been constructed over time.


