file_0.png

file_1.wmf



Assignments


Suicide
Whenever Richard Cory went downtown, 
We people on the pavement looked at him: 
He was a gentleman from sole to crown, 
Clean favored, and imperially slim. 
And he was always quietly arrayed, 
And he was always human when he talked; 
But still he fluttered pulses when he said, 
“Good morning,” and he glittered when he walked. 
And he was rich -- yes, richer than a king, 
And admirably schooled in every grace: 
In fine, we thought that he was everything 
To make us wish that we were in his place. 
So on we worked, and waited for the light, 
And went without the meat, and cursed the bread, 
And Richard Cory, one calm summer night, 
Went home and put a bullet through his head. (Edwin Arlington Robinson)
In this unit we will look at the difficult topic of suicide. We will look at social considerations of the act itself as well as ways in which we can help those coping with or contemplating suicide






Outcomes
Unit Outcomes 
	The factors that contribute to crime, such as substance abuse, economic conditions, and family strife.
	The different theories attached to criminal behavior, including cognitive, rational choice, learned behavior, sociological, and mental illness.



What do you have to do in this unit?
Complete the Unit Reading 
On the Reading page
	Attend Seminar 
Log in from Students Home page
	Complete the Unit Assignment 
Final Project
195 Points 
	Participate in Discussion 
Respond to this unit's two discussion questions.
40 Points 



Inside Death and Dying
Suicide information from the National Institutes of Mental Health http://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/publications/suicide-in-the-us-statistics-and- prevention/index.shtml 
PBS Frontline episode dealing with assisted suicide http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/suicidetourist/ 




This week we will look at suicide and euthanasia from a theoretical standpoint, as well as from a more down-to-earth view that shows how suicide impacts our own attitudes and behaviors toward death and dying.
Chapter 17: Suicide and Life-Threatening Behavior. Icon 1 Description: This chapter looks at how suicide impacts the processes of death and dying, grieving and bereavement
Chapter 8: Conceptual Issues in Suicide and Euthanasia. This chapter takes a more theoretical approach to the study of suicide and euthanasia



To earn seminar credit for this unit, complete one of the following options below:
Option 1:Participate in a synchronous seminar.
Option 2:Participate in an asynchronous discussion by responding to the question below. Your response should be composed in complete sentences and paragraphs and be approximately 200-300 words in length.
Chapter 17 began with examples of two individuals who ended their own lives; Ernest Hemingway and Sylvia Plath. Using what you have learned about suicide, what similarities and differences do you see in these two actions? What about in the actions of Richard Cory in the poem at the beginning of the unit?
Chapter 8 in the Barry text addresses both suicide and euthanasia. What is the distinction between “killing” and “allowing to die” and does that distinction change your feelings about the arguments for and against euthanasia that we discussed in the previous unit?


The final project builds on the discussion from unit 8, and at the same time ties together many of the other themes for the class. In this project, you will reflect upon the legal and moral issues surrounding death and come up with an end-of-life plan. You may use your own information in this death plan, or you may use information from a family member or even use fictional information, however the information in the plan must not be too unrealistic.
Sources that help you with your death plan include the extra-extra links from unit 8, some of which provide checklists for end-of-life planning, and your local library.
The following sections must be contained in your end-of-life plan:
	Medical end-of-life plans: this will include power of attorney, living will organ donation, etc.

Estate planning: what happens to your money and your stuff when you are gone? Do you have young children who will need guardians?
Funeral planning: what do you want to happen to your body after death?
The structure of the project should be as follows:
	Introduction

Section one: identify and define the three sections in your end-of-life plan. What are the legal, moral, or cultural issues that are involved in the planning for each section? How did you come to the conclusion of what to put into each section? Are you using your own data? Someone else’s? Or hypothetical data? Why? What sources did you locate to help you complete the second section of this assignment?
Section two: the actual plan. You can use the internet to find checklists to help you fill out the medical, estate, and funeral planning sections.
Conclusion
Although you are more than free to fill out a hypothetical plan, it would not be a bad idea for any or all of us to complete a realistic plan for ourselves and to let others in our family know about it just in case.
The final project should be approximately 1800-2400 words (not including the title page or references) and should use APA formatting to show citations and references where appropriate.
Submitting your Project 
	Save your Essay in a location and with a name that you will remember. When you are ready to submit it, click on the Dropbox and complete the steps below:

Click the link that says 'Submit an Assignment'.
In the 'Submit to Basket' menu, select Unit 9: Final Project.
In the 'Comments' field, include at least the title of your project.
Click the 'Add Attachments' button.
Follow the steps listed to attach your Word document. 
To view your graded work, come back to the Dropbox or go to the Gradebook after your instructor has evaluated it.
	Make sure that you save a copy of your submitted assignment.


