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Assignments

Caring for the dying person
I said goodbye to you today.
In my own quiet way.
A hidden tear was shed. 
Tribute to the life you led. 
Empty chair, an unspoken reminder of you. 
Too soon to be filled by a patient so new. 
Numb to the pain of so many goodbyes. 
Sorrow hidden, secretly brushing tears from my eyes. 
You joined the others who paved the way for you. 
The leader, the song-man, the fiesty one, too. 
The one who decided that he'd just had enough. 
Saying farewell to you all has been so tough. 
I like to imagine you are all gathered up there. 
Playing poker, having feasts, so many stories to share. 
No more restrictions on fluid and food. 
No longer chained to disease, it is as it should. 
Those of us left behind, keep your memory alive. 
Working hard every day to help others survive. 
Chair no longer empty, a new soul to tend. 
Hidden tears suppressed. 
A new beginning to the end. 
(Jennifer Huff)
The poem above was written by a nurse who has seen many people die under her care. In this unit we will look at how we as individuals as well as the community care for the dying. We will look at how we can interact with our own friends and family members who are dying, and we also look at systems such as Hospice care which are formed for the express purpose of caring for the dying and their families

Outcomes
Unit Outcomes 
	Understand systems of end of life care 
	Understand how individuals and communities can help the dying



What do you have to do in this unit?
Complete the Unit Reading 
On the Reading page
	Attend Seminar 
Log in from Students Home page
	Complete the Unit Assignment 
Interview Project 
150 Points 
	Participate in Discussion 
Respond to this unit's two discussion questions. 
40 Points 

Inside Death and Dying
National Alliance for Caregiving http://www.caregiving.org/ 
Family Caregiver Alliance http://www.caregiver.org/caregiver/ jsp/home.jsp 
Resources for those caring for the dying http://dying.about.com/od/livingwithdying/ Living_with_Dying_Resources_for_ the_Living_the_Dying_Caregivers.htm 
Hospice Foundation http://www.hospicefoundation.org/pages/ page.asp?page_id=72039 


This week our readings will look at how we care for the dying. The first reading looks at how we as individuals care for those in our lives who are dying. The second reading looks at those systems in the larger community that have the task of caring for the dying. 
Corr text, Chapter 7: Coping with Dying: How Individuals Can Help. This chapter looks at how we as individuals can handle the death of someone close as well as how to communicate with and care for that person. 
Corr text, Chapter 8: Coping with Dying: How Communities Can Help. This chapter looks at the community agencies such as long- term care or Hospice care that have the responsibility to care for the dying. 


To earn seminar credit for this unit, complete one of the following options below:
Option 1:Participate in a synchronous seminar.
Option 2:Participate in an asynchronous discussion by responding to the question below. Your response should be composed in complete sentences and paragraphs and be approximately 200-300 words in length.
Think about some moment in your life when someone you loved was quite ill or dying. What was most stressful for you at that time? What did you do or what might you have done that you now think was helpful or unhelpful to the person who was ill or dying.
What sorts of experiences (if any) have you had with hospice programs or with other forms of palliative care?


Assignment 
Interview Project
Interview community agency that deals with the dead or the dying (150 pts) 
There are many service agencies out in the community who deal with the dead or the dying. 
For this project you are to: 
Step 1: Research & find such agencies located in your area. 
Step 2: Select one of your choice 
Step 3: Email your instructor with the name of the organization you have chosen for approval
Step 4: Do a preliminary research on this group via the Internet. Determine what type of social problem this group is trying to solve.
Step 5: Contact the office to schedule a time when you can visit the office and interview someone in the organization in person 
Step 6: The interview 
	Arrive on time dressed in a professional manner 

Introduce yourself stating who you are, what school you are attending, and the purpose of the interview. 
Obtain the interviewee’s credentials – name, title, position in the organization and number of years in the organization 
Suggested questions: 
	What are the goals of your agency? 
How long has your agency been in existence? 
How did your agency begin? 
How many members belong to your agency? 
How successful has your agency been in fulfilling its goals? 
What types of activities do you have to promote your cause? 
What are the future plans for your agency? 
You are certainly not limited to these questions, but this will get you started. 
Step 7: Write your paper 
	State the name of your agency and what social problem it targets

Why did you choose this organization? 
Based upon your interview: 
	What are the goals of the agency? 
How long has it been in existence?
How and why did it begin? 
How successful has the agency been?
What do they do? 
What future plans does the agency have? 
Make sure to use DIRECT QUOTES from your respondent to support your findings. 
	Conclusion – What have learned from this project? Has this project given you a “fresh” new outlook on death and dying? Are you considering becoming active in this agency? 
Make sure that you include your respondents contact information for verification. 
Your project should be 700 to 900 words in length 
	Double spaced 

#12 font – New Times Roman 
1 “ margins on all sides 
Separate Cover Page and Reference Page 
A minimum of two (2) outside (not including texts from the course) scholarly sources need to be cited using APA format.
Remember: Wikipedia, encyclopedias and encyclopedia-type sources (answers.com, infoplease.com and such) are not considered academic sources 
Submitting your Project 
Save your Project in a location and with a name that you will remember. When you are ready to submit it, click on the Dropbox and complete the steps below: 
	Click the link that says 'Submit an Assignment'.

In the 'Submit to Basket' menu, select Unit 5: Project. 
In the 'Comments' field, include at least the title of your project. 
Click the 'Add Attachments' button. 
Follow the steps listed to attach your Word document. 
To view your graded work, come back to the Dropbox or go to the Gradebook after your instructor has evaluated it. 
Make sure that you save a copy of your submitted assignment.


