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Assignments

How do we feel about death? 
Farewell, my pleasures past,
Welcome, my present pain! 
I feel my torments so increase 
That life cannot remain. 
Cease now, thou passing bell; 
Rung is my doleful knell; 
For the sound my death doth tell. 
Death doth draw nigh; 
There is no remedy.
These words were recorded by Anne Boleyn as she awaited her final judgment meted out by her husband King Henry VIII of England. Death was very common in the 1500’s: from illness, from injury, from crime, from war, and from punishment. Death was a very common part of life, yet did that remove the “sting” from death? This week we will look at how attitudes toward death may be different today. Or are they? We will also look at how other cultures view death


Unit Outcomes 
	SS368-4: Evaluate cultural factors involved in public death rituals 



What do you have to do in this unit?
Complete the Unit Reading 
On the Reading page
	Attend Seminar 
Log in from Students Home page
	Complete the Unit Assignment 
Observation Project 
145 Points 
	Participate in Discussion 
Western attitudes toward death; other cultural attitudes 
40 Points 


Inside Death and Dying
A scientific and cultural look at death from an Australian museum http://australianmuseum.net.au/Death-The- Last-Taboo 
A book review from the New York Times that examines philosophical views on death http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/15/ books/review/Holt-t.html 
Lectures from a Philosophy of Death class at Yale University http://academicearth.org/lectures



Reading 
This week we take a historical and cultural view of death, please read the following: 
Chapter Three: Changing Attitudes toward Death, pp 44-61 in Corr, Nabe and Corr text 
Chapter Five: Cultural Differences and Death, pp 95-126 in Corr, Nabe and Corr text 
Death in the West, pp 32-50 in Barry text 


After reading pp. 32-49 in the Barry text, address the following: Barry takes a look at how experiences and attitudes about death have changed throughout history. How has our fear of death changed? What historical changes have impacted our fear of death? How do you envision it changing in the future?
To earn seminar credit for this unit, complete one of the following options below:
Option 1:  Participate in a synchronous seminar.
Option 2:  Participate in an asynchronous discussion by responding to the question above. Your response should be composed in complete sentences and paragraphs and be approximately 200-300 words in length.


Assignment 
Observation Project 
Observation Project: Public Mourning Rituals 
In sociology classes, we require students to perform an observation project. For this type of class, it would be very difficult to go out into society and view death and dying in action without violating privacy. Because of this, you will perform an observation of a public mourning event, gather field notes, and summarize your findings. 
View online videos of public mourning events, such as the funeral coverage for the late Presidents Ford or Reagan, Princess Diana, Pope Paul I, or Michael Jackson. A good source for finding such online videos is Google’s video search. 
Find video/videos of approximately 30-45 minutes in length. While watching the video(s), jot down anything that catches your imagination...it could be the actions of a crowd, some words said within the service, anything that helps your understanding of the proceedings. After watching the video(s), review your notes and compose a 700-900 word essay that addresses the following: 
	Whose funeral did you observe? Why? 

What jumped out at you while you observed? Why? 
What functions do these public expressions of mourning fulfill for us? Are they the same or different than the functions of private mourning rituals? 
How do these public expressions of mourning fit within our larger value structures concerning death? 
Your project should be 700-900 words in length 
	Double spaced 

#12 font – New Times Roman 
1 “ margins on all sides 
Separate Cover Page and Reference Page 

Submitting your Assignment 
Put your project in a Word document. Save it in a location and with a name that you will remember. When you are ready to submit it, click on the dropbox and complete the steps below: 
	Click the link that says 'Submit an Assignment'.

In the 'Submit to Basket' menu, select Unit 3: Project. 
In the 'Comments' field, include at least the title of your paper. 
Click the 'Add Attachments' button. 
Follow the steps listed to attach your Word document. 
To view your graded work, come back to the Dropbox or go to the Gradebook after your instructor has evaluated it. 
	Click here to access the dropbox. Make sure that you save a copy of your submitted assignment.






