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Assignments

What is Death? 
"No man is an island, entire of itself; every man is a piece of the continent, a part of the main. If a clod be washed away by the sea, Europe is the less, as well as if a promontory were, as well as if a manor of thy friend's or of thine own were. Any man's death diminishes me, because I am involved in mankind; and therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls for thee..." John Donne wrote those words in 1624, yet they are true even today. 
This week we will be looking at the question of death itself. What is death? Has this definition changed from Donne’s time to our own? What types of systems do cultures set up to deal with death?

Unit Outcomes 
	SS368-1: Compare and contrast historical viewpoints on death and dying 

	

Complete the Unit Reading 
On the Reading page
	Attend Seminar 
Log in from Students Home page
	Complete the Unit Assignment 
Concept Check 
30 Points 
	Participate in Discussion 
Respond to this unit's two discussion questions. 
40 Points 



Inside Death and Dying
A brief look at historical, social, and medical aspects of dying. http://health.howstuffworks.com/dying.htm 
A Time magazine article that explores the definition of death http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/ 0,9171,835670-1,00.html 
The Undertaking: A PBS special on the funeral industry http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/ undertaking/ 


This week we continue to lay the groundwork for our overall discussion. We will look at changes in what has caused death, how we define death, and how we encounter death. 
Chapter Two: Changing Encounters with Death, pp 17-43 in Corr, Nabe and Corr text. This chapter summarizes changes in causes of death and death rates over time and how this has changed the way we encounter death in our everyday lives. 
Chapter Four: Death-Related Practices and the American Death System, pp 62-93,in Corr, Nabe and Corr text. This chapter looks at what constitutes a death system and the particulars of the American Death System. 
Definition and Criteria of Death, pp 15-31 in Barry text. When is someone considered to be dead, and how has this changed over time? 


Read pp. 15-30 in the Barry text. How does Barry define death? What are the criteria for death? Have these changed over time? If so, how?
To earn seminar credit for this unit, complete one of the following options below:
Option 1:Participate in a synchronous seminar.
Option 2:Participate in an asynchronous discussion by responding to the question above. Your response should be composed in complete sentences and paragraphs and be approximately 200-300 words in length.


Assignment
Concept Check
Concept Check: How death changes over time
Two types of statistical data can be used to illustrate changes in encounters with death in American society: death rates and average life expectancy. How have these sets of data changed over the last hundred years in the United States? People in American society a hundred years ago often died of communicable diseases; today they often die of degenerative diseases. How do we distinguish these two types of death, and what are the patterns of dying that are associated with them typically like?
This concept check should be at least 300 words in length and formatted per APA style requirements. You should cite your textbook and include a reference page, however a title page is not necessary for this assignment.
Submitting your Project
Save your Essay in a location and with a name that you will remember. When you are ready to submit it, click on the Dropbox and complete the steps below:
	Click the link that says 'Submit an Assignment'.
	In the 'Submit to Basket' menu, select Unit 2: Concept Essay.

Submitting your Project 
Save your Essay in a location and with a name that you will remember. When you are ready to submit it, click on the Dropbox and complete the steps below:
	Click the link that says 'Submit an Assignment'.

In the 'Submit to Basket' menu, select Unit 2: Concept Essay.
In the 'Comments' field, include at least the title of your project.
Click the 'Add Attachments' button.
Follow the steps listed to attach your Word document. 
To view your graded work, come back to the Dropbox or go to the Gradebook after your instructor has evaluated it.
	Make sure that you save a copy of your submitted assignment.





