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Assignments

Unit 1 Overview 
Laying the Foundation 
"Because I could not stop for death – he kindly stopped for me”
How many of us think of death as in these words by Emily Dickenson—something we don’t have time for, something that can’t be prepared for, something we honestly don’t want to think about?
In this class, we will be tackling the elephant in the room, or the horse on the dining room table, as it is described in one of our first readings. We will be looking at death from all angles and perspectives. We will look at death from a historical perspective: have people always viewed death as we do now? We will look at death from a philosophical perspective: what does death mean? We will look at death from a medical perspective: is death an all-or-nothing thing? And we will look at death from a practical perspective: how do we prepare for and deal with the deaths of our close friends and family members, as well as our own? 
To start out, we will look at what it means to think philosophically, and look at the theories of sociology and how we can use them to look at issues surrounding death and dying

Outcomes
Unit Outcomes 
	Understand the terminology of sociology 

Understand the three major sociological perspectives of Sociology 
	Analyze how sociological perspectives contribute to our understanding of death and dying 


What do you have to do in this unit?
Complete the Unit Reading 
On the Reading page
	Attend Seminar 
Log in from Students Home page
	Introduce Yourself 
Introduce Yourself to the class 
	Participate in Discussion 
Define and apply the three major theoretical perspectives of Sociology.
40 Points

Inside Death and Dying
Explore the websites below, as you have time. Be sure to note how sociological perspectives are used when different sociologists examine various aspects of society.
our national sociological organization http://asanet.org/ 
an amazing index of sociological sites http://www.sociosite.net/ 
a listing of famous sociologists http://www.sociosite.net/topics/sociologists.php 
the Society for Applied Sociology http://www.appliedsoc.org/ 
a sociological view of everyday life http://www.mundanebehavior.org/ 


For this unit, please read the following:
	“Introduction: Philosophical Thinking and Death” pp 1-9 in Barry text 
	“The Horse on the Dining Room Table” pp xviii – xxx in Corr, Nabe and Corr. 


The first Seminar is extremely important. Your instructor will be going over the Course Expectations in great detail and answering any questions with respect to what is expected for the course. Please come to Seminar prepared – familiarize yourself with the Syllabus, complete all assigned readings for the unit and view any video presentations.
In addition, be prepared to discuss the following:
How do the three theoretical perspectives act as lenses through which we observe the social world? Which one do you prefer? Why?
To earn seminar credit for this unit, complete one of the following options below:
Option 1:Participate in a synchronous seminar.
Option 2:Participate in an asynchronous discussion by responding to the question below. Your response should be composed in complete sentences and paragraphs and be approximately 200-300 words in length.
How do the three theoretical perspectives act as lenses through which we observe the social world? Which one do you prefer? Why?
What were your impressions of the second reading “The Horse on the Dining Room Table”? Is that an accurate account of how we view death in our society?



