file_0.png

file_1.wmf



Assignments

Unit 1 introduces you to the goals and structure of Genetics. It provides you with the opportunity to become familiar with the overall expectations of the course and gives you a chance to start to know your fellow students and your instructor. Unit 1 also provides an overview of your final course project and other key assignments that will be due throughout the term. Unit 1 also introduces you to The Genetic Code of Genes and Genomes.

In this unit, you will learn about Genetics. Unit 1 introduces you to the goals and structure of Genetics. It provides you with the opportunity to become familiar with the overall expectations of the course and gives you a chance to start to know your fellow students and your instructor. Unit 1 also provides an overview of your final course project and other key assignments that will be due throughout the term. Unit 1 also introduces you to The Genetic Code of Genes and Genomes.  
Introductions - Introduce yourself! Be sure to jump in and get to know your classmates that you will work with and get to know over the term! 
Discussion – Genetics and your experience
Start the week by discussing the following topics:
	What experience do you have with genetics?
	What topic in genetics most interests you?

As the week progresses scan the textbook readings covered during the class and select a topic that interests you. Find a current event (published with the past 12 months) that is related to your topic. Then submit a post to the Discussion Board that describes what you have learned about this topic. 
Your initial post should be at least 100 words. Your initial post should also contain literature references in APA format. In addition, respond to at least two of your colleagues’ posts with meaningful comments in accordance with the Syllabus. Each post should be at least 50 words. Please be sure to cite all of your sources. 

Seminar - Seminar this week will require you to Participate in a synchronous Seminar. The following questions will be discussed:
	Discuss examples from each sub-discipline of genetics.
	What are some advances in genetics that have been made in the 20th Century?
	What advance do you think is the most important?
	How has biotechnology changed agriculture in the Unites States?
	Describe the relationship between allele, gene, deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA), and chromosome
	Should companies be able to patent human genes? Why or why not?



Outcomes
After completing this unit, you should be able to: 
	Discuss strategies for completing the course’s learning activities

Explain your reasons for taking this course and what you hope to learn
Identify ways in which Genetics applies to your life
	Describe the relationship between allele, gene, DNA, and chromosome


What do you have to do in this unit?
Reading 
	View the following important information in the Course Home section 
	Course Level Assessment Rubrics
APA Quick Reference
KU Library Presentation
Flex Seminar Guide
	Read about preventing plagiarism
Read Chapter 1 from the Textbook
Do the Learning Activity for this unit
	Introductions 
Introduce yourself to the class.
	Discussion 
Discuss a genetic topic that you are interested in learning more about.
30 points 
	Journal 
Write your first journal entry.
10 Points 
	Seminar 
Attend a Seminar and discuss course expectations and the history of genetics
15 points 


View the following important information in the Course Home section 
	Course Level Assessment Rubrics

APA Quick Reference
KU Library Presentation
Flex Seminar Guide 
Print and review the Course Syllabus 
You should take the time to thoroughly read the course Syllabus, found on the Course Home page. Your success in this class depends on your understanding of and adherence to the policies contained in this document. In the Syllabus you will find instructor contact information, grading policies, late coursework policies, and specifics on what is expected of you throughout the term. If you have any questions you should contact your instructor. Remember that it is your responsibility to stay current with your coursework, and the best way to do that is to spend regular periods of time working on it. It is never too early to begin working on your Final Project. 
Read the following article on plagiarism: 
Source: Kaplan Writing Center. (2012). How to avoid plagiarism, an overview. Retrieved from: https://kucampus.kaplan.edu/MyStudies/AcademicSupportCenter/WritingCenter/WritingReferenceLibrary/IndexNew.aspx 
Chapter Reading 
Chapter 1 introduces you to the different subunits of genetics. You will also learn about recent advances in genetics.
For this unit you will read:
	Chapter 1: “Introduction to Genetics”

Learning Activity 
This week you will also be completing a learning activity that will help you review key concepts from this chapter. This will help prepare you for the Unit 2 Quiz and Exam 1


The School of General Education’s Science Department Seminars are meant to be an interactive period between students and instructor – not a lecture period. 
In order to fully participate in Seminar be sure to prepare ahead of time by reviewing the provided materials. It is recommended that you create a Microsoft Word document that includes responses to the Seminar questions listed, as well as any questions you may have on the topic. These questions and comments can then be easily copied and pasted into the Seminar chat screen throughout our discussion. 
Be sure to respond to questions posed by your instructor and feel free to share your own thoughts, ideas, and questions related to the topic. It is important to participate throughout the hour. Your active participation helps to advance the discussion and allows your instructor to determine which areas warrant further exploration.
Complete one of the following options:
Option 1: Participate in a synchronous Seminar. The following questions will be discussed:
	Discuss examples from each sub-discipline of genetics.

What are some advances in genetics that have been made in the 20th Century?
What advance do you think is the most important?
How has biotechnology changed agriculture in the Unites States?
Describe the relationship between allele, gene, deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA), and chromosome
Should companies be able to patent human genes? Why or why not?
Option 2: It is highly recommended that you attend Seminar, however if you must miss Seminar you may complete option 2 by submitting your answers to this week’s Seminar questions. 
Submitting Your Assignment 
Save your copy of the assignment in a location and with a name that you will remember. Be sure to use the "Save As" option to include your first and last name in the title of the document. For example, your assignment might be called Shawn_Edwards_Seminar1.doc 
When you are ready to submit it, click on the Dropbox and complete the steps below:
	Click the link that says Submit an Assignment.

In the "Submit to Basket" menu, select Unit 1: Seminar 
In the "Comments" field, include at least the title of your paper.
Click the Add Attachments button.
Follow the steps listed to attach your Word document.
To view your graded work, come back to the Dropbox or go to the Gradebook after your instructor has evaluated it. Click the Dropbox to access it.
	Make sure that you save a copy of your submitted assignment.
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About the Journal
In this class you will be submitting journal entries. These are short, reflective writing responses to selected topics that correspond with the unit. Your journal entry should be a minimum of 200 words, or about half a page, and may be written in the first person. Read more about reflective writing on this page by clicking on the Learning Resources icon.
When you are ready, submit your journal entry to the “Journal” tab, located toward the top of your classroom, near Doc Sharing.
It will be beneficial for you to do your Journal early in the week. The process of reflection will prepare you for the Discussion and Seminar.

Journal Topic 
For this week, describe some of the ways in which your own genetic makeup affects you as a person.
Click on the Learning Resource icon to read about Reflective Writing.


Final Project
For your Final Project, you will complete a report and create an essay that integrates what you have learned about genetics. The topic can address any area related to genetics as long as it is sufficiently broad to cover all the content areas addressed in the course. The project will be completed in three parts.
Unit 3: Final Project Part 1 — Topic Selection 
10 points 
By the end of Unit 3, you will select a research topic and submit an initial summary of information about the topic. Your instructor will provide feedback on the suitability of this topic. See Unit 3 for more details.
Unit 6: Final Project Part 2 — Project Outline and Literature Reference List 
20 points 
By the end of Unit 6, you will submit a project outline along with a list of references. Your outline will be used to help organize your thoughts, your research, and your writing as you complete the final paper. See Unit 6 for more details.
Unit 9: Final Project Part 3 — Final Report 
150 points 
By the end of Unit 9, you will submit a written essay on your topic with a focus on the genetic and bioethical issues related to that topic. This essay should describe general aspects of your topic and should include detailed discussion of issues of heredity, molecular genetics, and genetic variation.


