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Discussion

Your initial post should be at least 300 words in length and your two substantive responses to other students per weekly discussion should be between 50 and 75 words each. Refer to your Discussion Board Rubric in your Syllabus for specific grading explanation.
In order for us to have a meaningful and productive discussion, it is important that you visit the discussion frequently and make your first post or response to another early in each unit. 
Historical Events in Clinical Psychology
Go to the "Timeline of Historical Events in Psychology" on pp. 35–38 in the textbook. Select one of the 24 events before 1950. Search for a credible article on this event on the Internet. Keep in mind that although Internet sources may not always be credible, database articles typically have been through an editing process as they often previously appeared in print. 
You may also find this article in one of the databases in our Kaplan University Library. 
Summarize in about 2 paragraphs the life of the contributor and his or her contribution to the field. In addition, relate what was important to you in the contribution of this individual. How do you think his or her contribution has had an impact on the field of psychology today? 
You may also select from the following early events that are not listed in this timeline: 
	the beginnings of the American Psychological Association 

the contributions of Hippocrates
the contributions of Aristotle
influences from the middle ages
the influence of WWI
the influence of WWII
Please do your best to choose a topic that has not been discussed in previous responses. If there are more than 30 students in your class and all of the topics have been covered, you may take one of the topics earlier than 1925 and cover it from a different perspective than has already been reported upon.
Cite your textbook and online source(s) according to APA format. Be sure to include both an in-text citation for each scholarly source and also a complete reference citation at the end of your post or paper. 
To cite online sources, first you put an in-text citation. If you know the author, it would be like this (Jones, 2000). But if you do not know the author, then you would use first words of the title (Consumer behavior, 2000). If you are directly quoting your source and have a page number, you can indicate this (Jones, 2000, p. 234). If you do not have a date of publication, you use n.d.
You will find a review of how to cite many kinds of scholarly sources using APA format in "APA Quick Reference" in Course Home.
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My timeline date is 1905.  It is the publication of the Binet-Simon intelligence test (also known as an IQ test).  Alfred Binet and Theodore Simon developed new testing methods to determine the intelligence of children from age 3 to 12.  The concept behind the test was to measure intelligence across many tests…and that a child’s intelligence could not be determined with one test only (Habib, Truslow, Harmon & Karellas).  The main purpose was to determine whether children would need special education or not.  The multiple test format (which was later revised) was setup like this: for a child to reply when asked an abstract question; they had to repeat 3 given figures; they would have to define some abstract terms; verbally define some known objects; and recount objects for their memory (Habib, Truslow, Harmon & Karellas).  The purpose of this was to have multiple tests that tested intelligence at multiple levels.  The psychologist would then compile and assess the data as a whole to determine if the child needed special education or not.
Something important to note, this is the first intelligence test.  And even though this type of testing became a standard tool for measuring intelligence, Binet himself questioned the validity of using this type of tool in an absolute way.  Binet suggested that intelligence was more complex and that the factors that influence intelligence can change over time (Kendra).
My own thoughts on the subject of intelligence tests (and all tests for that matter) are somewhat biased.  I don’t believe tests prove that much.  Tests are heavily biased towards the author of the test.  For example, let’s say you have to take a test in Philosophy.  Two separate tests have been created; one by a philosophy teacher; one by a teaching company such as Pearson Education.  A student takes both tests in our little experiment.  On the philosophy test from the teacher, the student scores 78%/100%.  On the test from the teaching company, the student scores 95%/100%.  Now which is it?  Is the student an “A” student, or a “C” student?  As for schools and universities using tests to score aptitude, I also disagree on its utility because the tests are not the same…universally that is.
Of course, that is only one perspective.  Let’s say the tests are universal.  But the students themselves come from all over the world.  An American student reads questions one way, a German student reads the question completely differently (and fails the exam).  Testing is way more of a complex process than the education industry understands.  My personal experience with testing (and my problem with it) is that tests aren’t usually testing you on relative content…but rather general content that is in a book.  The difference is, relative content builds knowledge in a practical way, general content is absolutely useless and just a matter of jumping through the hoops to get a good grade.  That’s my opinion though…but I speak from many years of educating myself through school, certifications, and self-studies.  Tests are just too vague or biased to measure true intelligence.
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Lightner was definitely a key figure in building the foundation (in a major way) that all of clinical psychology would be built on.  Something interesting to note from our text, page 24, Witmer’s clinic was originally for children (learning and behavior)…but he said his principles could be applied to adults as well.  Tuke, Pinel, Todd, and Dix basically laid the groundwork for Witmer, of which he took to a whole new level (Pomerantz, 2008, p. 24).  I think it’s a pretty bold move to want to establish a new field of expertise, and then build an entire life upon it.
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As important as Witmer was, the foundation for clinical psychology would have been eventually built on, evolved by someone else…eventually that is.  There is the idea in philosophy that all knowledge already exist in each of us; it is left up to our own discovery to figure it out.  For example, did man create the triangle, or did we discovery it?  The important fact about Witmer is that he dedicated his life to his field of expertise, and that is highly commendable.  Something else that Witmer did that was amazing, he encouraged his colleagues to open up clinics of their own (Pomerantz, 2008, p. 23).
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