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Assignments

Political action is any action that brings pressure on political or governmental agencies and/or individuals in order to persuade them to take action. Since groundwater is a natural resource, persuasion should be to take positive environmental action. Political actions can include activities such as: 
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Vote on environmental issues and for elected officials/representatives
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Attend public meetings and hearings on topics related to groundwater
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Generate phone calls and letters to your elected officials (local, state, and national)
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Write letters to the editor of local newspapers

bullet

file_6.wmf


Send your message to the media (TV, radio, newspapers)
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Participate on a committee or subcommittee

bullet

file_8.wmf


Organize or volunteer to work on a community project
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Initiate a bill and persuade your representative to write the bill, or start a petition

bullet
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Join a special interest group/organization

bullet
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Stay informed and learn about groundwater issues by doing all of the above 
(watching TV, listening to radio, reading newspaper, talking to elected officials and/or managing agencies, joining or corresponding with a special interest group, etc.) 


Unit 9 Overview 
Political Actions
There are a variety of reasons why violence occurs both within a country and in the global world. From economic forces to political destabilization to terrorism, violence is another arm of politics. When we understand why political violence occurs, we can better respond or deter such actions from the start. We will look more closely at political violence in this unit.
In addition, securing the blessings of liberty against outside forces and providing for a common defense are part and parcel of international relations. Conflict among the peoples of the world has been commonplace even before the advent of the nation-state system. Countries use their power to pursue their national interests. Yet, states tend to act in the international world from their own needs and not towards a common global good. We will round out this unit with an examination of the complex nature of international relations

Outcomes
The causes of political system break down
The stages of political revolution
The differences between domestic and international politics
The ways that governments pursue their national interest
Course Outcomes practiced in this unit: 
CLA PO101-4: Describe how economic forces can impact political systems.

What do I have to do in this unit?
Read Chapters 17 and 18 in the Political Science 
On the Reading page
	Watch videos on comparative politics 
	Participate in the discussion 
20 Points 
	Participate in Seminar 
25 Points 
	Complete the Final Exam 
100 points 

This week's reading assignment:
Chapter 17 reviews the factors that cause political systems to break down and describes the purposes behind violence and revolution. The chapter provides details about revolution: its causes and characteristics, its stages, and its aftermath. The authors also consider a way to head off revolution.
Chapter 18 discusses the complex world of international relations. National interest, theories of war, and war deterrence are discussed. The chapter also analyzes the Cold War, international relations in the post-Cold War world, and the role and limited success of supranational organizations. 
Key Terms: 
Balance of power – system in which major nations form and reform alliances to protect themselves.
Cold War – armed tension and mistrust between the U.S. and its allies and the U.S.S.R. and its allies between 1946 and 1989. 
Collective security – an agreement among nations to automatically counter an aggressor.
Coup – from the French coup d’état or “hit at the state”; extralegal takeover of the government, usually by the military.
National interest – what is good for a nation as a whole in international or world affairs.
Public policy – the choices that a government makes on an issue that has competing priorities or alternatives.
Relative deprivation –feeling of some groups that they are missing out on economic growth and opportunity.
Revolution – sudden replacement of an old system by a new one.
Terrorism – political use of violence aimed at inflicting harm on an opposing political authority.

ideology founded by Adam Smith to keep government out of the economy, which became known as American conservatism.

a form of government that regulates the operation of government and its interactions with society, like cultural and social norms.

nondemocratic government but not necessarily totalitarian.

regimes that are elected but lack democratic qualities such as civil rights and limits on government.

Marxist theory merged with Leninist organization into a totalitarian party.

ideology favoring government intervention to correct economic and social ills; which became American liberalism.

mildest form of socialism, stressing welfare measures but not state ownership of industry.

political system of mass participation, competitive elections, and human and civil rights.

political system in which the state attempts total control of its citizens.

a vision, set of ideas, or philosophy as to how a society should be governed.

In this week's seminar, we will discuss the following:
Much of the violence that occurs today has ramifications beyond the borders of the country it resides. Terrorism is one of these forms of violence. In this seminar, we will look at terrorism, why it occurs, and what are some responses that can provide resolution.
Critical Thinking Point: Bring in an example of extremist or terrorist actions. Please work to use examples other than "Islamic" or Middle East terrorism as this is only one form of terrorism and not the only form being observed around the world. Consider viable approaches to resolving this type of terrorist action and [add and, take out considering] why these individuals chose to take action in the first place.

Unit Summary 
In our last unit of content, we looked and conflict and violence, trying to get an understanding of why this occurs and how to respond. In addition, we looked at the international system and the difficulty of making global political decisions.





