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    Assignments

Public opinion is a complex combination of views and attitudes that individuals acquire through various influences from childhood on. Public opinion takes on qualities of stability, fluidity, intensity, latency, consensus, or polarization--each of which is affected by people's feelings about the salience of issues. 
The American public has a generally low level of interest in politics, and most people do not follow politics and government closely. The public's knowledge of political issues is poor. 
Those Americans who are interested in public affairs can participate by voting, joining interest groups and political parties, working on campaigns, writing letters to newspaper editors or elected officials, or attempting to influence how another person will vote, or even protesting. 
Better educated, older, and party- and group-involved people tend to vote more; the young tend to vote the least. Voter turnout tends to be higher in national than in state and local elections, and higher in presidential than in midterm elections. 
The National Voter Registration Act of 1993, called the "Motor-Voter" bill, allows people to register to vote while applying for or renewing a driver's license. The act seems to have led to the registration of at least a million more voters. When it was debated in Congress, the bill was favored by the Democratic majority and opposed by Republicans. Since there are more Democratic identifiers in the population, the Republicans thought that higher registration would favor Democrats. However, neither party seems to have benefited, as most of the new registrants registered as Independents. 
Party identification remains an important element in the voting choice of most Americans. It represents a long-term attachment and is a "lens" through which voters view candidates and issues as they make their voting choices. Candidate appeal, including character and record, are another key factor in voter choice. Voters decide less frequently to vote on the basis of issues. 


Unit 7 Overview 
Public Opinion, Political Parties, and Voting
In this unit, we will examine elections as the primary means by which governments remain responsive and accountable to the people they serve. Elections also serves as a ways to legitimize a government. Without a strong electoral mandate, governments find it hard to enact any of their governing ideas. In addition to elections, public opinion serves as a guidepost to elected officials between elections, helping them to gauge public sentiment for any proposals that may be before the electorate. Lastly, we understand political parties and the means for grouping likeminded people in ways to mobilize resources and get people elected. 
While elections may be the primary means to hold government accountable, voter turnout in the United States rarely exceeds 50% for presidential elections and 40% for non-presidential elections. In addition, only about 1 in 20 adults are involved in any additional political activities like working for or donating to a political campaign. We will explore the importance of elections and electoral trends over time. We will also look at who votes and why they vote, in addition to voter apathy. 
In many respects, public opinion is the other side of the same coin when it comes to responsive government. Just like voting patterns, public opinion is shaped by social class, education, region, religion, age, and gender, to name a few. Public opinion polls can provide a strong indicator as to where the public stands on a particular issue that may be under consideration by the majority- based branches of government (executive and legislative), which are more responsive to majority views. As a result, politicians consult polling data on a regular basis. While politicians may or may not tailor their views to the majority, those views are certainly taken into consideration when policy decisions are made.
Last, securing the blessings of liberty against outside forces and providing for a common defense are part and parcel of international relations. Conflict among the peoples of the world has been commonplace even before the advent of the nation-state system. Countries use their power to pursue their national interests. We will round out this unit with an examination of the complex nature of international relations


Outcomes
The importance of various social factors in forming opinion and voting
The three classic opinion curves
The volatility of public opinion
Patterns in voter turnout
Patterns in voter alignment
The different types of political party systems 
The roles that parties play in democratic and communist societies 
 
Course Outcomes practiced in this unit: 
CLA PO 101-5: Compare different systems of government in contemporary context.

What do I have to do in this unit?
Read Chapters 8, 11, and 12 in the Political Science 
On the Reading page
	Watch a video on certain political actions 
	Participate in the discussion 
Preventing Stagflation in the Global Economy
20 Points 
	Participate in Seminar 
25 points 
	Take the Quiz 
60 Points 


This week's reading assignment:
Chapter 8 examines the important role of public opinion in a modern democracy. Elections provide a snapshot of the public’s will, and public opinion surveys provide additional details about what the public is thinking. This chapter defines public opinion, looks at the factors that shape it, and explains the techniques used to measure it.
Chapter 11 examines political parties and party systems. Political parties perform several important functions that help keep political systems working, like acting as links between the people and their government. This chapter describes their functions, types, classification, and development, in both the United States and in other countries.
Chapter 12 explores three different issues about elections: The reasons why people vote, leading to a discussion of the low voter turnout in the United States; the reasons for how people vote, which raises the question of party loyalties shifting in the United States; and, finally, the factors regarding what wins elections, with a presentation of the strategies used in U.S.
Key Terms: 
Political generations -- theory that great events of young adulthood permanently color political views.
Party identification -- long-term voter attachment to a given party.
Swing -- percentage of voters switching parties from one election to the next.
Public opinion -- citizens' reactions to current, specific issues and events.
Class voting -- tendency of a given social class to vote for a party that promotes its economic interests.
Social class -- a broad layer of society usually based on income and often labeled lower, middle, and upper classes.
Attentive public -- those citizens who follow politics, especially national and international affairs.
Multiparty Systems -- several parties compete, though seldom does one party gain a majority.
Political party -- group seeking to elect office- holders under a given label.
Two- plus party system -- country having two big and one or more small parties.
Interest aggregation -- melding separate interests into general platforms put forward by a political party.


In this week's seminar, we will discuss the following:
Political parties and voting are highly connected as part of the democratic process. Yet, not all countries have the same party or electoral system. In this seminar we will explore how party systems are similar and different and the effective approaches of getting people to vote.
	Critical Thinking Point: How does party system (or the electoral system) influence the level of democracy within a state? How is the United States similar or different from Russia? How does this affect voting and the campaign process?



Unit 7 Quiz
This quiz is worth 60 points (three points per question). You will have one hour to take this exam. To begin, click Quiz on the left sidebar. 


Unit Summary 
Unit seven looked at how we develop our understanding about the political world in the system we work in. We also looked at the voting and elections process and how political parties are a large factor in who we vote for and how we vote. Good job this unit!



