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Discussion

The Discussion Questions in unit six helps us understand what political culture is around the world and in the US and how this affects the political process. Media is part of our political culture in promoting an informed public.



It all can be fixed 
Edward Jackson
3/9/2013 8:00:42 PM



What are the foundations of political culture? 
Political culture has it foundation in a nation’s history, economy, religion, and folkways (Cord, Medeiros, Roskin, & Jones, 2010, p. 119). The U.S. has a foundation based upon competitive individualism. One extremely important concept in a political culture is values. How exactly are these values propagated? By society of course. So what this means (political culture in general) is that political culture is not only driven by society, but can also be modified/updated to meet the demands of the citizens, of economics, and even perhaps molded to fit into a global world; political culture changes, because our values and expectations are always changing.
Something I disagree with is a statement from page 120 of our book. It says, “Americans always liked minimal government.” Americans have always like the idea of smaller government. But has not been practiced since John Adams. Big government has always been our central government’s agenda; either through military expansion, or judicial and legislative expansion, the government has been getting bigger for 200+ years. Now whether it works or not, that is debatable. 
Are we losing what it means to be responsible citizens? 
First, let’s define what we mean by responsible citizen.
If by responsible you mean go to work, pay taxes, do jury duty, and obey the laws, I would say, no; we’re not losing what it means to be responsible citizens.
If by responsible you mean questioning the government, voting, seeking harmony among the classes, searching for solutions to homelessness, poverty, and general class disparity, then no, we’re not being responsible citizens.
On being responsible at all levels
There are huge, festering problems that will eventually have to be dealt with. 
One, politicians need to stop using god as a platform. That is not what we hired them for…that is not what’s going to get them elected (not anymore anyway). Great, you either believe in god or not, now tell me how you’re going to change Washington so we can live in a better America.
Two, responsible citizens need to deal with gun control in an adult manner. Guns are literally murdering our children in elementary schools; it needs to be dealt with. 
Three, war abroad needs to stop. Period. The U.S. needs to stop running off into wars, and stop funding other country’s wars. It’s draining this country financially and emotionally.
Four, the gridlock in Washington needs time limits and deadlines. After a certain threshold has been crossed, either do something, or get out. We didn’t elect them to sit on their hands.
My final thought on are we responsible citizens
I do believe there is a certain political awareness happening throughout the country. But at the same time, Washington is losing confidence with voters, with citizens. Responsibility is at all levels within our society. The citizens should be more responsible by pressing our leaders to do what is right, and do it as fast as possible. Of course, the people we elect carry the weight of even greater responsibility, because they are the representatives of our democracy.
A decade ago, I knew almost nothing about politics. Now, I get involved in politics at the local and national level every time I get a chance. I wouldn’t say I’m less responsible, and I’m only one of many concerned citizens.
Cord, R. L., Medeiros, J. A., Roskin, M. G., & Jones, W. S. (2010). Political Science: An Introduction (11th ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson/Longman.







RE: Unit 6 Post 1 Carlson 
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Do you not believe that people's cultures, people's nationalities, or even the color of their skin, should be considered in politics? Our book says values is an extremely important concept in building a political culture, and values are just an extension of one's self, usually defined by religion, culture, friends, parents, and peers, etc.

The labels exist for a reason...and that is because we always need to stay in check with the disparity between races and classes of people. If the world were perfect, then yes, the labels could disappear, or at least be less important. The labels are important because people, citizens, aren't getting a fair system that works for them. And I honestly don't care how the country was founded...on its competitive belief system. We can change. We can change for the benefit of the masses.

And, I'm speaking from experience. I've been out into the neighborhoods; and I’ve spoken with hundreds of people about politics and society in general. Most people expect more...they just don't know how to make it happen.




RE: Foundations 
Edward Jackson
3/9/2013 8:20:23 PM




I’m right there with you; I don’t believe we are becoming less responsible or losing the meaning of responsibility; not at the citizen level anyway. However, at the government level, local and national (national is worse), there is definitely something tragic happening. It seems like political sensationalism is dictating how and when our political leaders act. I don’t like it. What do you think? Do think our government is more or less responsible?

Also, what do you define as the American way of life?





RE: Discussion 6 part 1 
Edward Jackson
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Okay, so are you saying we are less responsible because we aren’t holding our political leaders responsible? What about voting? Isn’t that being responsible? What about paying taxes, jury duty, and obeying the many laws of the land? I do agree with you about our political leaders…but I also think it’s not so easy; things are more complex in representative democracy, mainly because once we elect people, there isn’t a clear path of holding that exact person accountable.

What do you think we should do about accountability? Or, how should we handle poor leaders? 




RE: It all can be fixed 
Edward Jackson
3/10/2013 6:34:29 PM




The facts say otherwise about gun laws. Every single time tighter gun regulation has been implemented in other developed, democratic nations (that's 100% of the time), gun violence has plummeted. So yes, tighter, more restrictive laws would matter; of course, the gun laws wouldn't even affect upstanding, law-abiding citizens. So unless you're crazy, or have crime in your past, I think you should be onboard with making society safer for everyone. I'm just saying...be on the right side of history, and know exactly which statistics affect you, and which ones do not.

-----------------------------------------------------------
Eddie Jackson
GOK - Philosophy Major/Liberal Studies
http://eddiejackson.net/ university page 
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Your "choice" and personal freedoms are forfeited where my freedom for public safety begins. Gun ownership is a conditional right, not an unconditional right, and definitely not placed above my right to be in public and not be shot.
You may say you’re granted this freedom via the Constitution, the 2nd Amendment (the right to bear arms). I would say, you need to read the 2nd Amendment. It doesn’t support public massacres, only well-formed militias.
You may say it’s just my personal right. Well, the right you speak of is baked into the Constitution…a sort of social contract. You and I both are born into a city-state…in which we pay taxes, attend jury duty, and vote. I give up certain freedoms, mainly the right to do anything I want, so that I can benefit from the structure of a city-state, which is security, protection, forms of healthcare, welfare, as well as having access to electrical grids, roads, bridges, and water tables. Well, when my public safety has been threatened, when my public security has been diminished, the government, or city-state, is in breach of contract. Period. Thus the government must do whatever it takes to reestablish social order, and restore the integrity of the city-state social contract. It’s only a matter of time before laws are passed…and thank goodness. 

http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2012-08-22/news/os-danielle-sampson-shooting-arrest-2
0120822_1_attempted-murder-arrest-warrant-first-degree-murder" http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2012-08-22/news/os-danielle-sampson-shooting-arrest-2
0120822_1_attempted-murder-arrest-warrant-first-degree-murder

-----------------------------------------------------------
Eddie Jackson
GOK - Philosophy Major/Liberal Studies
http://eddiejackson.net/ university page





RE: It all can be fixed 
Edward Jackson
3/11/2013 6:54:10 PM




This disagreement makes it possible for us to discuss the topic of gun control, and NOT to so easily defer to the Constitution, or some other archaic authority. The city-state social contract drives us to rely on our powers of reason and judgment to always be able to question authority and to amend laws as we see fit. This has less to do with your personal choices, and more to do with the evolution of the melting pot nation in which we live in. It comes down to the freedoms and inherent liberties that revolve around the community, not just you. Machiavelli would say "the ends justify the means." The ends being public safety...









Off with the cable 
Edward Jackson
3/10/2013 7:17:35 PM



How does media influence what we know about our political world? 
Media influences our knowledge, information, and misinformation in the most substantial of ways. First, local and national news (and even global news for that matter) travels at the speed of the airwaves; meaning, if something happens, whether good or bad, it is immediately publicized for general, mass consumption. I see this as having great power. Within just a few hours, millions, if not billions, of people can learn about a breaking news story. The power and responsibility of delivery is highly important because so many people could negatively be affected by misinformation. I use misinformation as the example, because that is exactly what the media is filled with. So much so, I had to get rid of cable because I realized the negative impact it was having on my life, college studies, and my wallet.

Media influences the general populous’ opinion and mindset; that is having some serious power. How exactly does it do this? It does it through a constant barrage of news, news shows, radio, magazines, and an established online presence; it controls what we see. Of course, the important question is, “How do you think for yourself when you’re constantly being bombarded with media?” The answer is simple, control the exposure. You cannot eliminate all exposure to the media (especially if you live in a big city), but paying attention to what you read, listen to, and watch is a good start. Learn to think on your own…outside of that of what of being told how to think. A common saying that is relative here, "Garbage in, garbage out."

Should media be a watchdog or a lapdog of government? 
This is an easy answer. The media should report the news; nothing more, nothing less. It should not take sides. It should not spin the news for ratings or for profit margins. I honestly loathe sensational news. Just give me the news, and make it as truthful, as professional, as intelligent as possible.

How do we know what is real with the amount of entertainment we see in news media today?
This is a great question. It is getting harder and harder to discern what is real, and what is some altered version of reality. Why? Because news media outlets like CNN and Fox are reporting slanted, spun news to benefit interest groups, or to highlight opinions of the media outlet. Thus, it is getting harder and harder to tell what’s real, and what isn’t. So, how do we know? You have to verify it. Important news, the kind of information that is important to you, you need to confirm it, or validate it across several other sources; intentionally seeking out government based sources, and cross-referencing it with secular based sources (or multiple news sources). This means in this fast food, instant world we live in, you can no longer take things as face value; you have to check into things. And this is exactly what I do. I cross-reference information usually with at least 3 sources.


-----------------------------------------------------------
Eddie Jackson
GOK - Philosophy Major/Liberal Studies
http://eddiejackson.net/ university page
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I totally agree with your topic heading; the media has become a circus. The thing is, has it really ever just reported the facts? I mean, of course the sensationalism is more widespread now, but has American news really ever been just about the facts? I don’t believe so. I looked up several old papers from the turn of century (you can see them here: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030193/1913-03-11/ed-1/seq-1/) and I noticed political, entertainment laced news everywhere. Perhaps, this is just what the people want and expect, a certain level of entertainment in their news. I almost understand it at the turn of the century…when there were many less magazines and ways to get entertainment to people. Nowadays, there really is no excuse for entertainment or misinformation in the news.

I will have to disagree with you on the gun laws. You’re only seeing the short-term effects of more restrictive gun laws. Yes, people would resist at first. Yes, people would try to do their own thing. But you forget, life is short, people die, and new eras are always on the horizon. People’s resistance to change would fade…and the new generations of people would accept the laws as they are. Period. It’s been proven time and time again throughout the modern world. Every single time that laws have been passed for general safety, for the benefit of the populous, they have eventually been accepted. Whether it is fire safety laws, building codes, pollution laws, or even car insurance, the laws were passed and accepted---even if it took some time. People who hold onto the gun freedoms of the past, are a dying breed. It’s just a matter of time before more restrictive laws are passed, and of course, accepted. Mark my words. We should embrace change…because it's the responsible thing to do.

-----------------------------------------------------------
Eddie Jackson
GOK - Philosophy Major/Liberal Studies
http://eddiejackson.net/ university page
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I agree, we pretty much have to fact check every bit of information that is important to us. There are even fact check websites out there now. Pretty useful, if you know how to use them to cross-reference the information with government sites or other news media sites. One of my favorite places to begin is here: http://www.factcheck.org/. Do you have any news and fact check sites that you use? I like NPR…but still…I have to fact them as well because I have noticed some direct associations to the Liberal side of the media. You want to know the crazy part? I consider myself a Liberal…but I don’t like Liberal news (or Conservative news). I just want the news.

-----------------------------------------------------------
Eddie Jackson
GOK - Philosophy Major/Liberal Studies
http://eddiejackson.net/ university page
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I agree with all aspects of your post. News is big money, thus we have sensationalism, interest groups, and political slants that consume the production and broadcast of news. I honestly don’t see too many options really…options to make it better. Like you said, responsibility just isn’t being taught to modern day journalists. It’s no longer just about the story; it’s about ratings and profit margins. There is something important to note here, this ideology about money driven news, it is infecting every single other part of our lives as well. Education, infected. Products (like cars to microwaves), infected. Housing, infected. Food, infected. We are actually in more serious trouble than just the news.

I’m not going to harp on capitalism and the competitive nature of the entrepreneur, but let’s just say our luck has run out. American life is about to change in a big way, mainly because we’re going to have to go back to work building quality over quantity. Profit margins do matter (there’s no denying that)…but so does the quality of life of the average American citizen.

I think it would be wise for Americans to begin focusing on increasing the quality of life of the average citizen, work on the quality of American engineered products, and begin a renaissance of sorts for science and mathematics.

-----------------------------------------------------------
Eddie Jackson
GOK - Philosophy Major/Liberal Studies
http://eddiejackson.net/ university page
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I would agree with you here, except, isn't marketing and advertising, in general, just a bunch of lies, or at least stretching the truth? I have very seldom ever bought a product and it functioned or provided me with exactly what was being advertised. That’s marketing…I basically know that I’m being lied to. That Big Mac doesn’t look like that…that pill doesn’t work like that…that car wasn’t as cheap as they said it was going to be, etc.

So, are you saying we should somehow control the media? What kind of laws should be passed or enforced that would stop the lies in media in general?

I understand your point, but how exactly do we control any form of media? How would you regulate the internet? The internet being the biggest beast of them all… 




RE: The media has become a circus 
Edward Jackson
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I'm not talking about your children. I'm talking about your neighbor's teenagers...who have not been taught gun safety. Their father has a criminal record...and the kids are surrounded by violence. Well, they grow up, and they obtain a weapon of their own (without a background check, through a personal gun sale). They then shoot up a college classroom filled with students; a couple of the students are your children. Shouldn't it have been a little more difficult for them to obtain guns? I look at this as sound logic. Crazy people, or people with criminal records, at the very least need a background check. I never said take guns away from law-abiding citizens...that would never happen anyway. But what we can do, is make it much harder for people who shouldn't have guns to acquire them. 

-----------------------------------------------------------
Eddie Jackson
GOK - Philosophy Major/Liberal Studies
http://eddiejackson.net/ university page




