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Assignments

Politics and Statecraft

This comes under the umbrella of Politics. The tip off is the word "state," which is the political vernacular, equivalent of the word, "nation" or "country." Statecraft is used interchangeably with other political functions that occur between two distinct parties of any sort, say, between two provinces or two states, such as those of the United States of America, which literally means, the United Countries of America. [remember "States Rights"?]

The word and implication, 'statecraft', is somewhat an established term, seldom before used but now applied in a more new-fangled way. Once there were what was the more familiar "statesmen." That had to change, of course, given that it vexes the idea of equal rights respective of women. 'Didn't appear to come off so well where and if someone said stateswoman, which affected an outright attempt to be correct. Therewith, statecraft became the usual; and more likely is the term ambassador used, because it is a neutral term. For example, no longer do you hear in government the term "Chairman" but simply "Chair" -- or "Chairperson."

Statecraft = Diplomacy; these are roughly the selfsame thing ... and is but a stiff way of designating a ' diplomat' and all that comes -- primarily -- with administering diplomacy between nations. Hence, for example, " affairs of state " or for instance, the U.S. Secretary of State, which is to say, the Vice President of Foreign Affairs or the Minister of Foreign Affairs. [the Vice President of the USA is in actuality the Executive Vice President, with the cabinet secretaries being the vice presidents of the respective executive cabinets]. 

Any of these individuals are required to practice and use statecraft [diplomacy] by first learning all about the subject, studying it or them or him or her in depth. And so 'state' simply implies someone who establishes and sustains relations with governments, agencies both inside and outside the USA. Some spin offs or supporting professions are 'analysts' of all sorts as well as any foreign and political correspondent, envoy, emissary, and so on ... 

Statecraft entails a great use of learning and knowing the ways of people, the habits of human nature and gathering the precisions exhibited in behaviors of a given set of people or cultures or nations and their histories, then serving as liaison between one's own country and the distinctive modalities used in the others', how they function, and how to translate these in terms of another nation's ways of governing.

One will often hear the expression, the 'art' of this ... or the 'science' of that ... Thus there exists the "craft" of something as well, which connotes several differing skills are learned and applied in solid, tangible terms that may or may not yield utilitarian results -- that is, something made serviceable and usable by people, and not exclusive, good for only the few. Statecraft facilitates deliberation and conference whereas without it there may chance an unrest or disruption in systems or even wars.

Unit 3 Overview 
Politics as Statecraft
Politics as Statecraft 
In many cases, nations turn into states, meaning that a population with a strong historic sense of self establishes a structure of government. But establishing those institutions is only the beginning. Institutions can only endure if they are strong enough to outlast any individual leader. That is one of the big differences between stable democracies and dictatorships. Democracies are able to transfer power to the opposition in a peaceful manner, whereas a transfer of power to the opposition in a dictatorship is rife with violence. In a democracy, political power is institutionalized, and in a dictatorship it is not. As a result, strong institutions are essential to channeling political discourse in a positive manner. In this unit, we will learn more about institutions and other elements of statehood.
In addition, states are typically governed by a constitution. A constitution sets forth the basic rules that structure a government, establish national ideals, and justifies a government’s authority to govern. It is also the constitution that establishes the basic freedoms and institutions that protect those freedoms.
So where does politics fit into this mix? It is the political process that allows a population or nation to develop constitutions that establish government structures to govern the state. In essence, the state and constitution establish the framework for political discourse in a national population.
Countries like the United States are capitalist democratic societies; others, like France, are socialist democratic societies; and North Korea is an example of a totalitarian communist society. We will be examining societies like these and the regimes that are in use by these countries

Outcomes
The differences between a state and nation
The different types of governments
The different types of electoral systems
The need for constitutions
The ways constitutions are interpreted
The ability of constitutions to adapt over time
The meaning of democracy
The differences between totalitarianism and authoritarianism
The future of democracy throughout the world

Course Outcomes practiced in this unit: 
CLA PO101-3 Describe the roles of various political actors within any given political system

What do I have to do in this unit?
Read Chapters 4, 5, and 6 in the Political Science 
On the Reading page
	Participate in the discussion 
20 Points 
	Participate in Seminar 
25 Points 

This week's reading assignment:
Chapter 4 - States 
States can be effective, weak, or failed. Aristotle’s classic division of states as legitimate and corrupt is still useful in the contemporary world. Basic institutional choices have a significant impact on a state. Such choices can include the territorial organization of states, unitary or federal structure, and electoral systems, like single- member vs. proportional representation. 
Chapter 5 - Constitutions 
These legal documents establish the basic structure of the state, limit government’s powers, and define civil rights. American contributions like separation of powers and judicial review have had a significant impact on the political process.
Chapter 6 - Political Systems 
This chapter explores the characteristics of and the differences among democracy, totalitarianism, and authoritarianism. The chapter also provides examples of each of these three types of governmental systems. Chapter 6 also analyzes the reasons for the failure of political systems.
Review this week's key terms 
Constitution – basic rules that establish the structure and institutions of government
Federalism – balancing of power between a nation’s capital and its autonomous subdivisions, like the states in the United States
Judicial review – the ability of certain courts to determine if an ordinary law is constitutional.
Nation – population with a historic sense of self
Political culture – the psychology of a nation in regards to politics
Political institutions – working structures of government that run the affairs of the state
State – government structures of a nation
Statutes – ordinary law passed by a legislature that is not part of the constitution
Unitary system – centralization of power in a nation’s capital with little autonomy for its political subdivisions
Democracy -- political system of mass participation, competitive elections, and human and civil rights.
Regime -- a form of government that regulates the operation of government and its interactions with society, like cultural and social norms.
Totalitarian -- political system in which the state attempts total control of its citizens.

Kaplan University PO101: Introduction to Political Science 
Unit 3 Vocabulary 
Bureaucracy – the career civil service that staffs government executive agencies 
Bureaucratic politics – infighting among and within agencies to set policy 
Cabinet – top executives who lead major ministries or departments 
Imperial presidency – the accumulation of all powers, executive, legislative, and judicial in the hands of the executive branch of government 
Law – that which must be obeyed under penalties 
Natural law – that which comes from nature, understood by reasoning 
Parliamentary system- those with an election of parliament only, which then in turns elects the prime minister 
Positive law – that which is written by humans and accepted over time 
Presidential system – those with a separate election of an executive president who exercises real executive power 
Separation of powers – legislative, executive, and judicial branches checking and balancing each other 

Democracy in Action
Democracy does not always mean freedom. Free elections need to be bolstered by the rule of law to protect citizens from the arbitrary exercise of governmental power. The U.S.S.R. had periodic elections, but no one ever seriously considered that country a democracy. The rule of law was non-existent to act as a check against arbitrary arrest and punishment. In contrast, everyone would agree that Canada is a democracy. It holds periodic elections and the rule of law is respected and acts as a check against arbitrary governmental action. Many other countries aspire to be democracies, but fall short. Other countries have never had democratic traditions at all.
Read Chapter 6 in Political Science with the following questions in mind: 
	Why is it said that democracy has many meanings?

	What are the different types of democracies?

	What elements do successful democracies have in place?

	Do you think all people aspire toward democracy?

	Are all nations capable of achieving it?
	Should the United States promote democracy everywhere in the world?


In this week's seminar, we will discuss the following:
	Understand how states develop the systems that they do, how they are different, and how they are the same.

Understand how different political systems emerge and the difficulty in changing systems in our modern era.
	Critical Thinking Point: How can former authoritarian government systems develop into democratic systems? Will there need to be outside influence (like in Iraq), or should it be homegrown (like in emerging Middle East democracies)? Will all of these democratic regimes look the same?

Unit Summary 
In this unit we explored the interaction between theory and ideology. Theory alone does not do anything. Theories are dialogs with ourselves and each other on how something “ought” to be. Only once we take action based on these theories, or develop an ideology, does change happen.



