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Discussion

Think of a movie, television program, popular book, or song that you know from either the past or present that in some way comments on the status, role, or relationships of women. What does this item have to say about women or to women? Does this item reflect widely held ideas from the time period in which it originated? How?
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The show that I have selected is Game of Thrones. It represents women, their roles, and general cultural norms from the medieval time period. There are several types of women depicted throughout the show. 

One is royalty. The woman, who is lucky enough to be in the royal class, is given many luxuries and privileges of the kingdom (like education, the best of healthcare, and respect). In many instances, the women have rights above men of lesser classes; though they are still subservient to men within their own class. A second type of woman depicted is the peasant or servant female. They have zero rights, no education, no access to healthcare, and are usually shown doing house chores, raising children, or tending to families---practically slaves to men. The third type of woman shown in the series is the warrior or rebel woman. These women are usually the most interesting as they go against the societal norms (of the time period). They are shown to be independent, powerful, smart, and they bow to no man. Minus the fantasy part, I would say much of the history surrounding the Medieval Era, as depicted in the Game of Thrones, is quite reasonable.

The Medieval Era, in general, was not a great time period for women. Most women lived in horrible conditions (which was bad enough), but were also treated as basically livestock…sometimes the livestock was worth more.
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The Hunger Games was a good movie. And yes, it’s supposed to be somewhere/sometime in the future…a dystopian society where the reader/viewer realizes that something is broken in the society due to stark living conditions and usually an oppressive government. 1984 was a movie like this as well. It was definitely a good movie to show that a woman, or a girl in the case of Katniss, could accomplish just as much (if not more) than her male counterpart.
There is an interesting phenomenon associated to dystopian societies---they are usually genderless. Just like you said, it was class that really separated people. I think these types of movies really bring a certain awareness to tyrannical governments; perhaps a warning to our own government that we know what tyranny is.
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“RESPECT” by Aretha Franklin is a great selection. It supposed to represent a woman that is good to her man…and in turn demands respect. If you compare the theme of the song to what we have been studying, I think it is a song about equality for those women that have earned it through perseverance and hard work. I always wonder why it has taken the U.S. this long to get on board and address equality. We are supposed to be the land of the free, the leaders of the free world. But everywhere we look, we see still disparity between the classes, the races, as well as the sexes. One idea that seems to be the common denominator of freedom in this country, is that if you want freedom (and equality), you’re going to have to fight for it. 
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