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Unit 9 Overview 
Pop Culture: Women’s Voices
In Unit 8 you evaluated the making of the modern American Woman. Sometimes one of the best ways to understand people is to look at the art and objects they produce and what they consume. Unit 9 emphasizes the importance of understanding how Pop Culture has affected women. Culture can portray some of our deepest fears, desires, and joys. For some periods, this is one of the few methods historians have to get a glimpse inside the minds and hearts of women. In this unit, you will explore popular culture created by women in different time periods and think about what these cultural pieces can tell us about how women were reacting to the world around them

Outcomes
After completing this unit, you should be able to: 
	Analyze cultural expressions of women in different periods of American history 

Examine the portrayal of women in American popular culture
	Assess the manner in which pop culture affects women’s views 


What do you have to do in this unit?
Complete reading assignments 
Participate in Discussion 
50 points 
Participate in Seminar
Complete and submit Final Project 
150 points 
	Check out “Extra! Extra!” 


Inside American Women
Campaign for Safe Cosmetics 
http://safecosmetics.org/ 
	NPR: Pop Culture 
http://www.npr.org/sections/pop-culture/ 


Reading
There are many areas of culture that reflect the ideas that society has about women and the ideas that women have about themselves. This perception of women is an ever changing element of the world. This week, you will read about several different areas such as fashion, work, and art that influence women today as well as in past eras of American history.
Read 
	Chapters 11 & 12 Through Women’s Eyes 

Multimedia 
	Review the important terms for this unit by playing the term matching game 


Seminar
Although this Seminar is not graded, it is highly beneficial for you to participate each week to explore the concepts and assignments in more detail and answer questions that you may have. You will also benefit from the interaction with your classmates. Your Seminars each week will offer an opportunity to interact as a community through a real time connection. 
Question 1 
Television radically altered American life after World War II, especially by the 1960s when nearly all homes contained at least one television.
Question 2 
How accurate are television portrayals of women that you can think of from the past or today? Are women of different races and classes represented? How are they portrayed? Do you think television is an important reflection of societal ideas about gender roles? Why?


Final Project
Purpose 
The final project is an interview based research project. This assignment is designed to produce an intelligent and well-researched interpretation of women's history. Remember to express your own interpretation of your topic; your paper should not simply summarize the views of other authors or your interviewee, but should put forth a creative reinterpretation of the facts supported with evidence from your sources.
This assignment addresses the following unit learning outcome: SS360-3 - Analyze the significant contributions of women to American history and culture. 
This assignment addresses the following General Education Literacy: GEL 4.1 - Describe the historical events that influence contemporary culture.
This project is designed to examine the significant contributions of American women to history and culture; then connect it to contemporary culture using your interview and own experiences. 
Assignment Instructions 
This assignment involves writing a six to eight page paper. For this paper you will conduct an interview, choose a research topic based on that interview, and then apply/evaluate scholarly sources accordingly. In order to write the paper, you will need to retrieve print sources, a primary source, and scholarly articles on a topic related to American Women and their historical contributions from the library and other valid sources. This project must maintain a clear historical perspective throughout the paper, relating in compelling fashion the issues surrounding the chosen topic to the larger developments and concepts of the course.
	You will conduct an interview with an American Woman; asking questions concerning key themes from this course. Sample questions are available in Doc Sharing, as is the interview transcripts template. This portion of the Project is completed in two parts during Units 3 and 5. 

Search the library for sources that interest you and apply to your topic. The sources must be scholarly and on a topic related to American Women. Instructions for accessing the library and completing a search are in Doc Sharing. You need 5 sources for this paper. The five sources should include: the interview, a print source, an article, a web source, and a primary source. You MUST use at least 1 source from course materials.
Compose an intellectual, well-researched interpretation of women's history. Remember: The paper will need to be six to eight pages long and should include at least 5 sources. The five sources should include: the interview, a print source, an article, a web source, and a primary source. You MUST use at least 1 source from course materials. Part three of your project, the introduction and your sources will be submitted in Unit 8. The fully composed final paper will be submitted in Unit 9. You may develop your own research questions to frame the context of this paper. The critical component here is the aspect of a well-analyzed and well-research interpretation of American Women. You need to make sure there is a historical component here.
Organization and Format of Paper 
Below are the specific requirements for your paper. You must include the following sections. For the body of your paper, use the APA style guidelines for organizing a manuscript and levels of headings.
Introduction 
The introduction is a short paragraph. Provide background information to establish context related to American Women and the general background of the topic you selected. Then, clearly state the purpose of your paper with a well-defined thesis statement. 
American Women 
This section evaluates your topic and compares it to our course; American Women. You select your topic according to the interview you conducted in Part 1 and Part 2 (in Units three and five.) This section of the paper should be no longer than one page. Identify and discuss some of the course materials you have utilized to support your research topic. Why did you use them? How did you use them? In what ways do they support your topic? Be sure to include a proper APA citation here! 
Interview 
For this section, discuss the interview specifically. Identify your interviewee, the some of the important questions you asked, their responses, and then describe the experience overall. Identify how you selected your research questions from the interview. Why did you choose your topic specifically? You may use direct quote from your interviewee; be sure to include a proper APA citation. 
You may want to address the following questions: 
	How did your interviewee make connections to the themes from our American Women course?

Did your interviewee raise any issues or problems that required further study?
How did you select your sources and frame your research context?
What challenges did you face in connecting your interview to the course themes? 
Research 
After identifying your topic, you will now need to develop an intelligent and well-researched interpretation of women's history. Remember to express your own interpretation of your topic; your paper should not simply summarize the views of other authors but should put forth a creative reinterpretation of the facts supported with evidence from your sources. Be sure to include a proper APA citation here! This is a critical aspect. 
Conclusion 
This is one short paragraph. Summarize your paper’s major points and reiterate its purpose. Make sure you draw meaningful connections between historical events and contemporary culture! 
Additional Notes 
In addition to the sections described above, make sure your paper follows APA style, has proper cover and reference pages, and uses Times New Roman 12-point font. 
This assignment addresses the following unit learning outcome: SS360-3
This assignment addresses the following General Education Literacy: GEL-4.1
Points and Rubric 
This assignment is worth 150 points. The rubric for this assignment is available from the Grading Rubrics page under Course Home. 
Submitting your Assignment 
Put your project in a Word document. Save it in a location and with a name that you will remember.
When you are ready to submit it, click on the Dropbox and complete the steps below:
	Click the link that says Submit an Assignment.

In the "Submit to Basket" menu, select Unit 9: Assignment.
In the "Comments" field, include at least the title of your paper.
Click the Add Attachments button.
Follow the steps listed to attach your Word document.
To view your graded work, come back to the Dropbox or go to the Gradebook after your instructor has evaluated it.
	Make sure that you save a copy of your submitted assignment.


