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Unit 4 Overview 
Labor and Immigration: Women’s Work and Immigrant Culture
Unit 3 examined the growing freedom women gained and explored the changing gender roles that were associated with that freedom from the mid-19th century to the 20th century. Although women more so than men have been defined by their roles in the home (wife, mother, etc.), work outside the home has always been an important factor in the lives of American women, even for those who have not participated in it. In Unit 4 you will explore how labor and immigration are intricately connected in American culture. Work has provided opportunity, money, friendships, and experiences for women but has also brought oppression, poverty, and exploitation. In this unit, you will explore these dichotomies and the ways women have struggled to make the world of work a better place for themselves and those who follow.
These topics are interconnected because the lives of women – immigrant and native born – become entangled in the work place. By the turn of the century many poor women are working in factories. Many of these women are immigrants. As women join together across class, and sometimes race, they begin to fight for more than suffrage. They begin to fight for work rights, and their immigrant sisters. In many ways America is a nation of immigrants. Many cultures have been woven together and are continually being reshaped to create the society that you live in today. While all immigrants face many challenges, there are some situations that are unique to female immigrant that often compound problems such as language barriers and cultural misunderstandings. In spite of these obstacles though, immigrant women throughout American history have persevered to create lives for themselves and their communities while also enriching the cumulative American experience



Outcomes
After completing this unit, you should be able to: 
	Explore different types of work women have engaged in throughout different periods

Examine women’s workplace activism and impact on labor issues
Examine a variety of female immigrant experiences in American history
Evaluate the interaction of cultures immigration continually creates 
Course Outcomes practiced in this unit: 
SS360-1: Examine how socially constructed notions of gender, race, ethnicity, and class have shaped the reality of women’s lives.
SS360-2: Assess the impact of historical events on the social, political, and economic status of diverse groups of women.
SS360-3: Examine how socially constructed notions of gender, race, ethnicity, and class have shaped the reality of women’s lives.


What do you have to do in this unit?
Complete reading assignments 
Respond to Discussion Questions 
50 points 
Participate in Seminar 
Complete the Unit 4 Assignment on women’s labor
50 points 
	Check out Extra! Extra!


Inside American Women
American Labor in the 20th Century: 
http://www.bls.gov/opub-/cwc/cm20030124ar02p1.htm 
Reading
In Unit 3 you discussed suffrage and the early women’s movement. Ideas about women and women in the public sphere begin to change radically in the period after 1848 (With the Declaration of Sentiments) and even more rapid change begins following the ratification of the 19th Amendment. As ideas about women and politics change, so do ideas about women and work. Ideas about women’s work have changed greatly over time in American history, but not always in the way you may have expected. There have been unique challenges. Likewise, immigrants often face unique challenges entering a new culture, especially in the time period around the turn of the 20th century. These challenges have often been compounded for immigrants who are female. Many of these new immigrant women are working!
How can you learn about the importance of work in women’s lives and what work means to them? One way to gain information is to find facts and statistics. How many women hold jobs outside the home? How has that changed over time? However, these kinds of details do not tell us how women feel about their work lives, what they are satisfied with, and what they would change. It also cannot tell you why changes have occurred in work patterns and issues in the past. As you read the material in this unit, think about the limits of historical information and about how to gain as much knowledge as you can from the sources we have available about this topic and others.
Read 
	Chapters 7 & 8 in Through Women’s Eyes 
Dubois, E.C. & Dumenil, L. (2012). Through women’s eyes (3rd ed.). Boston, MA: Bedford/St. Martin’s. 

American Experience Triangle Fire: 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/american-experience/films/triangle/player/ 
Immigration: Tenements and Toil
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/-classroommaterials/presentationsand-activities/presentations/immigration/-alt/italian6.html 
Multimedia 
Go back in time and view images of women working outside of the home throughout history. Find out more about each image by listening to the audio on each slide.
	Labor and Immigration slide show 
	Review the important terms for this unit by playing the term matching game 





Seminar
Although this Seminar is not graded, it is highly beneficial for you to participate each week to explore the concepts and assignments in more detail and answer questions that you may have. You will also benefit from the interaction with your classmates. Your Seminars each week will offer an opportunity to interact as a community through a real time connection.
Ideas about women’s work have changed greatly over time in American history, but not always in the way you may have expected. For example, in the colonial period work was done in the home so women performed many tasks aside from childrearing that were crucial to the economy, such as care of livestock, gardening, etc. Likewise, immigration and the kinds of work performed by 

Assignment
Women’s Labor Project 
	Put yourself in the shoes of a newly-arrived female immigrant at the dawn of the twentieth century. For this assignment, you will write a letter home to your family members still in your homeland.

Indicate the following in your letter,: 
	Nationality (for example, Chinese, British, Polish, etc.), and note whether you have been able to meet other women in a similar situation. 
A description of how you felt about immigrating to the United States. 
Did you arrive to fulfill an arranged marriage contract, or are you in search of the American Dream? 
	Imagine that upon arrival in the United States, you have been provided a place in a settlement house in New York City; describe your experience. You are also working in a factory, and you have been approached to join a union. Review and use the following two links to craft your letter. 
	American Experience Triangle Fire: 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/american-experience/films/triangle/player/ 


Notes:



