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Discussion

Discussion
Respond to the Discussion
	This unit contains two Discussion Board questions.

Read the questions carefully so that you can post a response that addresses all aspects of each question.
You should also respond to at least two classmate’s postings for each thread; each response should contain a minimum of 100 words. 
The Discussion Board grading rubric in the course syllabus will help you understand how this assignment will be graded.
Question 1: 
After reviewing the website articles and textbook readings on the suffrage movement, women’s liberation, and women in public office; in what ways did the suffrage and women’s liberation/ feminist movements change the lives of women from 1848 to 1919?
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Way back in 1848, three hundred plus men and women gathered together to begin discussing women’s rights in a very serious forum.  Seventy-two years later, Amendment 19 passes giving women the right to vote.

It took a lot of work, from a lot of women.  Great women’s names come to mind.  Susan B. Anthony publishes The Revolution, a newspaper forwarding the knowledge and advancement of women’s rights.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, another famous woman, worked directly with Susan B. Anthony to further women’s rights through an organization they formed called National Woman Suffrage Association (NWSA).  This basically established a more aggressive and independent organization.

But how did all this help women?  How did this change women’s lives?  Women needed better working conditions.  Women needed better, more equal, pay.  Women needed the right to vote.  Women needed to be respected just like their male counterparts.  And, all this due diligence, all the hard work that so many women put in, the long hours, society rejecting them openly, it all paid off in the end.  Amendment 19 was passed.  But as important as the passing of Amendment 19 was, there was also other very important benefits that came out of the women’s suffrage movement; it showed American society that women could come together, fight the good fight, and endure terrible societal pressures.  Women became a force to be reckoned with.  And, that’s what really changed about women and the lives they lived – they were now empowered to do better, to become better, even in a country that was obviously male dominated.

myloc.gov. (ND). Creating the United States: First Conference to Discuss Women’s Rights. Retrieved 11/24/2012, from http://myloc.gov/Exhibitions/creatingtheus/DeclarationofIndependence/DeclarationLegacy/ExhibitObjects/FirstConferencetoDiscussWomensRights.aspx

DuBois, E.C. & Dumenil, L. (2012). Through Women’s Eyes: An American History (pp. 422-424). Boston, MA: Bedford/St. Martin’s.
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Question 2: 
The Birth Control Movement is intricately tied to the early women’s movement and is a pivotal focal point for many women in the progressive era. Why? How does this early twentieth century focus of the women’s movement compare to what the previous generation of women reformers’ focused on? 
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The turn of the century marked increased concern for women's rights, as well as the forward advancement thereof. As women began to understand more about their reproductive lives, they wanted to be able to control sexual activity and pregnancy (DuBois & Dumenil, 2012).
The real driving force behind the birth control movement can be attributed to one woman in particular, Margaret Sanger. Ms. Sanger setup the first birth control clinic in Brooklyn, New York. Sanger fought for decades to provide women with the right to choose when, and if, they wanted to become pregnant. 
How was this like the previous generation? Well, it was (and still is) about allowing a woman to choose what is right for her. It was about granting women sexual freedom, as well as a certain level of social freedom to pursue one's dreams. Sometimes that meant going to college and establishing a career, sometimes it meant that they just weren't ready to start a family. In either case, it was about personal freedom. 

The women of the previous generation, and the new generation, both had to fight for their rights, and this is what made them similar.
What was started by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, was continued by Margaret Sanger. Freedom to vote and freedom over one's body are really cut from the same cloth. It's about freedom (and the liberty thereof).
DuBois, E.C. & Dumenil, L. (2012). Through Women’s Eyes: An American History (pp. 422-424). Boston, MA: Bedford/St. Martin’s.
University of Missouri-St. Louis. (ND.). “Birth Control in American.” Retrieved on 11/25/2012, from http://www.umsl.edu/~keelr/280/class/bcinusa.html


---------------------------------------------------------
Eddie Jackson
GOK - Philosophy Major/Liberal Studies
http://eddiejackson.net university page





RE: DB 1 
Edward Jackson Email this Author

file_2.wmf


11/25/2012 1:19:09 PM



I still find the Declaration of Independence an amazing document within our national history;  “…the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind…”.  I find it interesting that Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness were spoken like they were a right to all of mankind.

However, our nation has fought long and hard to deny these constitutional freedoms under the guise of morality, driven by an ancient religion that is at best, let’s say, questionable.

Women have the right to be one hundred percent equal to their male counterparts (equal in pay, equal in society, equal among peers), and as of right now, we just aren’t there as a nation.  Within our studies, I see so many great women, from Winnemucca and Susan B. Anthony, to Sanger and the women in the NWP, who fought for the rights they obviously deserved.

The question I pose, “Why? Why do we still allow dissonance between the races and sexes?”

DuBois, E.C. & Dumenil, L. (2012). Through Women’s Eyes: An American History (pp. 422-424). Boston, MA: Bedford/St. Martin’s.
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Women’s history for their rights, and the fights thereof, makes me wonder if there hadn’t been groups like National Woman Suffrage Association (NWSA) and the National Woman’s Party (NWP), would women have been successful in obtaining the right to vote?  I’m thinking they would not have been as nearly as successful without women having the ability to rally together, voice their opinions, and fight the good fight using strength in numbers to deliver their message.  Women would even serve time in work houses, all in the name of women’s suffrage.

Our professor has said this was largely a middle-class endeavor, which if you remember that interesting tidbit of information while reading, you’ll see not too much has change.  The extremely poor and the extremely rich, basically to this day, have their own agendas and causes they fight for.  The middle-class is still burdened with “mankind’s” progress.  This is still true for women’s rights, as well as men and women in the middle-class fighting for Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.

It seems quite petty today...not allowing women to vote...but during the turn of the century, it was quite serious, and was just some of the tragic history Americans (especially women) had to endure.

DuBois, E.C. & Dumenil, L. (2012). Through Women’s Eyes: An American History (pp. 422-424). Boston, MA: Bedford/St. Martin’s.
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You’re right; the birth control movement was definitely an important step in women’s history. Emma Goldman, and of course Margaret Sanger, were two important women in the birth control movement.  To me, the birth control movement was just as important as the right to vote, maybe even more so, as this affected all women of almost all ages (not just women of age to vote).  Women deserved the right to control their own destinies; they would have to, once again, fight for these rights.
Margaret Sanger, an Irish immigrant, basically started the birth control movement because of the many requests coming from immigrant women to prevent unwanted pregnancies (DuBois & Dumenil, 2012).
What do you think about women having to fight for their rights back then, and really, still having to fight for their rights today?
DuBois, E.C. & Dumenil, L. (2012). Through Women’s Eyes: An American History (pp. 422-424). Boston, MA: Bedford/St. Martin’s.
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The previous generation’s fight, or plight if you will, was a little different; however, there were many similarities; such as, dispelling public and societal opinions about limiting women and defining their roles in the family, in the work place, and in society in general.  The women of the past wanted what the women of the turn of century wanted, freedom.  Susan B. Anthony (publishing the Revolution from 1868 to 1870) was no different than Sanger (opening the first birth control clinic in 1916); both fought for women’s rights; both knew that the world was changing, and that it was their duty to make sure women were on the forefront, and no longer silent.

The past met the early 1900s with Margaret Sanger continuing what women had started.  Of course, she wasn’t alone.  The NWP and NWSA were still there, forging ahead with women’s right to vote.

Do you think the women of the past are that much different than the women of the present?

DuBois, E.C. & Dumenil, L. (2012). Through Women’s Eyes: An American History. Boston, MA: Bedford/St. Martin’s. 
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