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Unit 3 Overview 
Suffrage and Emergence of the Women’s Movement
For Unit 2 you examined how women in the American West helped change and shape the social and physical landscape. In Unit 3, you will focus on the growing freedom women gained in expressing themselves and the changing gender roles that were associated with that freedom from the mid-19th century to the 20th century. You will determine the success of the women's suffrage movement from 1848 with the Seneca Falls Women’s Rights Convention to the ratification of the 19th Amendment in 1920. This critical portion of the First Wave of the Women’s movement is important to the development of American society and politics. As women begin to assert their voices, and do so publically, they begin to play leading roles in American History. 
Suffrage was a critical step for women, and for the burgeoning women’s movement. The struggle for voting rights solidified women; binding them together under a common cause. It strengthened the resolve of those seeking equal rights. In many ways women of the early women’s movement believed that suffrage for women might usher in a new era of politics; one where women figured prominently. Really, these women were still “pioneers” of sorts in the women’s movement! Even after suffrage is gained in 1919, the women’s movement surges forward and begins almost immediately seeking an Equal Rights Amendment (ERA.) Suffrage and the 19th Amendment symbolizes a critical juncture in the women’s movement as it drew more and more women into the public sphere.


Outcomes
After completing this unit, you should be able to: 
	Examine changes in societal views about women's education

Evaluate the changing approaches to education in the lives of diverse groups of women 
Identify examples of educated women who defied societal expectations during the 19th and early 20th centuries
Course Outcomes practiced in this unit: 
SS360-1: Examine how socially constructed notions of gender, race, ethnicity, and class have shaped the reality of women’s lives.
SS360-2: Assess the impact of historical events on the social, political, and economic status of diverse groups of women.
SS360-3: Analyze American women's historical and cultural contributions, including philosophical, artistic, literary, and other significant contexts.


What do you have to do in this unit?
Complete reading assignments 
Respond to Discussion Questions 
50 points 
Complete Reflective Journal Entry 
50 points 
Complete Part 1 of Final Project
25 points 
Participate in Seminar 
	Check out Extra! Extra! Resources for Further Exploration 

Inside American Women
Seneca Falls Convention scrapbook: 
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trr040.html 
Timeline of Suffrage movement: 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/naw/nawstime


Reading
The 1840s represented the beginning of changes for women with the 1848 Women’s Rights convention; the reading for this week will cover the suffrage movement from 1848 to the ratification of the 19th Amendment in 1920. Unit 3 examines the suffrage movement and the first wave of the women’s movement here in America. In addition, you will read about women’s education and the push for higher education. 
Read
	Chapters 6 & 8 in Through Women’s Eyes 
Dubois, E.C. & Dumenil, L. (2012). Through women’s eyes (3rd ed.). Boston, MA: Bedford/St. Martin’s. 
	First Conference to Discuss Women’s Rights 



Seminar
Although this Seminar is not graded, it is highly beneficial for you to participate each week to explore the concepts and assignments in more detail and answer questions that you may have. You will also benefit from the interaction with your classmates. Your Seminars each week will offer an opportunity to interact as a community through a real time connection.
As you are learning in this unit’s reading material, the struggle for women’s suffrage was a long one and very controversial, especially in its early stages. This movement that began in earnest in Seneca Falls in 1848 culminated in the ratification of the 19th amendment in 1920. 
Question 1: How did the suffrage movement (1848 – 1920) reflect larger societal ideas about gender roles?
Question 2: Do you think women’s involvement in the suffrage movement enhanced their role in public life?




Learning Journal
Learning Journal Entry on Women’s Education 
During the late 19th century, women began to seek greater improvement in their lives. They sought higher education for the first time in greater numbers. Women branched out, some attended traditional men’s colleges, but many were turned away or felt unwelcome in those settings. As a result several women’s colleges would begin to form, such as Oberlin, Mount Holyoke, and Vassar. 
	Read pages 363-373 in Chapter 6 of our text Through Women’s Eyes. 

Imagine you are a women entering college during the turn of the century era (late 1800s – early 1900s). Then using the “journal” feature on the course home page write an informal journal entry of 150-250 words that elaborates on these thoughts: What was the purpose of these women’s colleges? Why do you want to attend? How would your race and class affect college attendance? Get in “character” and be creative!
Points and Rubric 
This assignment is worth 50 points. The rubric for this assignment is available from the Grading Rubrics page under Course Home. 



Final Project
Final Project Part I 
Assignment Instructions 
For your final project, you will conduct an interview with an American Woman; asking questions concerning key themes from this course. Sample questions are available in Doc Sharing, as is the interview transcripts template. 
For this assignment you need to:
	Select your interview subject.

Review the interview questions template. 
Submit a 1 page paper with your information. Tell your instructor who you will be interviewing and why. Discuss the interview questions. Analyze the questions, considering carefully how you will ask them, and speculate on what kind of response you might receive.
Organization and Format of Assignment 
Below are the specific requirements for your paper. You must include the following sections. For the body of your paper, use the APA style guidelines for organizing a manuscript and levels of headings.
	Introduction (heading level 1) 
The introduction is a short paragraph. Provide background information to establish context related to American Women and the general background of the topic you selected. Then, clearly state your interview candidate. 
	Interview Candidate (heading level 1) 
This section should provide a short paragraph about your interview candidate. Give some background to enlighten your readers. Why did you select this person?
	Discussion Questions (heading level 1) 
This section should be about one paragraph. Analyze the questions, considering carefully how you will ask them, and speculate on what kind of response you might receive.
	Conclusion (heading level 1) 
This is one short paragraph. Summarize your major points and reiterate your purpose.

Points and Rubric 
This assignment is worth 25 points. The rubric for this assignment is available from the Grading Rubrics page under Course Home.
Submitting your Assignment 
Put your project in a Word document. Save it in a location and with a name that you will remember.
When you are ready to submit it, click on the Dropbox and complete the steps below:
	Click the link that says Submit an Assignment.

In the "Submit to Basket" menu, select Unit 3: Assignment.
In the "Comments" field, include at least the title of your paper.
Click the Add Attachments button.
Follow the steps listed to attach your Word document.
To view your graded work, come back to the Dropbox or go to the Gradebook after your instructor has evaluated it.
	Make sure that you save a copy of your submitted 



Notes:
2 chapters
chapter 6
chapter 8

Jennifer Harrison[20:07 ET]: Education:  Before we review some specific examples, in general, why would changes in education (i.e., the improvements in subjects offered, the ability to attend college, etc.) have an impact on women’s opportunities?

Suffrage movement and right to vote.  
Right to educate…co-education, after the civil war period.

1833 was the exact time it began…

15th Amendment for African American men to vote

10% of women…were involved in the suffrage organizations.


3 Items on the to-do list

#1
2 questions for discussion
 - changes for women, what happens for women, opportunities increasing
 - control of their own lives, birth control. Women of 1848 to 1860, as opposed to 
   women on the 1900’s.

#2
Journal assignment
10 pages in chapter 6 and look at the assessment of changes women encountered
and then…what would you do…if you were attending colleges for the 1st time.
connect the reading material, consider class status, consider race, 
check share with instructor

#3
Part-I of the Final Project
Submit 1 page word doc, topic of what I will be writing about
Explain who I will be interviewing
What type of questions I may be asking…do not list the questions.  What do you expect them to say.
Overview document.  No word count.  APA not required.


