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Discussion

Respond to the Discussion 
	This unit contains one Discussion Board question. 

Read the question carefully so that you can post a response that addresses all aspects of the question. 
You should also respond to at least two classmate’s postings for each thread; each response should contain a minimum of 100 words. 
The Discussion Board grading rubric in the course syllabus will help you understand how this assignment will be graded. 


Discussion (1 of 1)
Evaluate Zitkala-Sa’s experiences on pages 422-424 in Through Women’s Eyes with white settlers and compare them to those of Sarah Winnemucca  in the 1840s. 
	How do these two women compare? 

What are some similarities? What are the differences? 
Discuss how race and gender impact each woman’s life. 
When you respond to your classmates, consider making current connections. How do race and gender still impact the lives of women?
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How do these two women compare? 
Zitkala and Winnemucca compare by being Indian women whose lives were impacted by white American civilization.  Both endured challenges when it came to adapting to the culture that they were being integrated into.  But beyond the obvious, there are stark differences. Zitkala’s story becomes a sad, horrific story.  Whereas, Winnemucca’s story is a story of success.

What are some similarities? What are the differences? 
Similarities
Some of the similarities are both were Indian women of course.  Both were willing and wanted to be a part of the white man’s (or palefaces) culture.  Both had to deal with their own communities not liking the white man and not liking what the white man was doing to their peoples.
Differences
Zitkala’s experience was initially hopeful and inspiring, but quickly turned into a nightmare.  Zitkala seemed more like a captive by the end of her story, rather than a willing participant. 
In contrast, Winnemucca was the daughter of a Chief, and due to her family’s ties to our government, was quite successful in learning how to read, write, speak English, and placed on the path to become a mediator between her people and our government. Winnemucca’s path and total experiences were really the exact opposite of Zitkala.

Discuss how race and gender impact each woman’s life. 
In Zitkala’s case, I believe gender was less important (as most women had no rights of the time), and what was more important was her race; Zitkala’s race was obviously the reason she was taken, and acquired so easily.  The white Americans wanted Indian children, so they took them.
Winnemucca was a completely different story. Winnemucca’s race and gender were used to her benefit and to her failure.  There is good reason to believe the Indian people chose an educated Indian woman to speak on their behalf because she would seem less threatening and more likely to attract help from our government.  The real problem was, in American history at the time, women had almost zero clout when it came to politics.
Winnemucca may have failed in some of the negotiations (mostly because our government reneged on their agreements), however, she was still quite successful as an Indian and a woman of the era.  One of Winnemucca’s achievements was building a school for Indian children.
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I would agree that Winnemucca was a strong supporter of Native American rights (and an intelligent Indian), but she was also quite a successful woman just in general.  From learning multiple languages, to opening a school for Indian children, Winnemucca overcame many of the obstacles that faced the people of her time, and women of the time.  

If we really want to make a connection from the past to the present, what’s the best way a woman can overcome inequality? I believe it is through education and action.  Winnemucca was a success because she spoke many languages, always believed she could make a difference, continually updated what she knew about the white man, and persevered.  The strong women of the present have quite a few things in common with the strong women of the past. 
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You’re right to say both race and gender were factors, though I would say race was the biggest factor in determining Zitkala’s fate.
Zitkala’s circumstances seemed more dire than Winnemucca’s, as Zikala was basically taken from her family (under the guise of a better world), and then forced to integrate into the white man’s world. 

Winnemucca, on the other hand, chose to learn the white man’s world, and become a mediator between her people and our government.  I look at Winnemucca’s life as generally more successful.  If we were draw similarities between the women of the past, to the women of the present, we can really see a few common denominators.  Education played an important role in Winnemucca’s success.  Education plays an important role in the success of women today.  And, action is as important today as it was in the past.  Winnemucca played an active role in pushing forward through obstacles.  Women of today must also persevere, even in the face of defeat.
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Notes:
Zitkala, 8 years old, Indian.  There were white men lies that the elders believed in.  Never seen apple trees or trains.  She wanted to go with the palefaces, and 8 Indians were in her group.  Red Apple Country wasn’t what she expected.  Her final thoughts were that she was taken…when actually, she cried and fought to go with the white man.

Winnemucca, Indian, daughter of a chief. Read, write, and speak English.  Educated, communicator.  Built a school for Indian children.

