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Unit 1 Overview 
A New World for Women 
Unit 1 will help you to understand the goals and structure of American women. It provides the opportunity to become familiar with the overall expectations of the course and gives you a chance to start to know your fellow students and your instructor. Unit 1 also provides an overview of your final course project and other key assignments that will be due throughout the term. Finally, in this unit, you will explore several examples of the interactions between Native Americans and European settlers, later Americans, and will think about how these sorts of experiences continually created a new world for everyone involved.
Have you ever thought about the concept of a new world? We often think of how European settlers came to North America and discovered a new world. However, if we look a little deeper we realize that the land was already inhabited by many Native American peoples, and even among these groups there was a great deal of diversity. As Europeans interacted with Native Americans, a cultural exchange began to occur that would forever alter many aspects of both societies

Outcomes
After completing this unit, you should be able to: 
	Evaluate the impact of cultural interaction on Native American women in different time periods 

Explore the diversity inherent in the colonial American experience
Course Outcomes practiced in this unit: 
SS360-1: Examine how socially constructed notions of gender, race, ethnicity, and class have shaped the reality of women’s lives.
SS360-2: Assess the impact of historical events on the social, political, and economic status of diverse groups of women.


What do you have to do in this unit?
Introduce Yourself to Your Classmates
Read about your final project
Respond to Discussion Questions 
50 points 
Complete Prior Knowledge Check 
25 points 
Participate in Seminar 
Check out Extra! Extra!
	Explore the Interactive timeline!


Inside American Women
Additional Resources
We Shall Remain: 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/-weshallremain/the_films/episode_1_trailer 
Women in Historic Trades: 
http://whatsnew.history.org/2012/01/watch-new-video-women-in-historic-trades/ 




Reading
For this unit’s reading, you will explore the lives of a few Native American women in American history, as well as an early American settler who was captured by Native Americans. 
Have you ever thought about the concept of a new world? We often think of how European settlers came to North America and discovered a new world. However, if we look a little deeper we realize that the land was already inhabited by many Native American peoples, and even among these people groups there was a great deal of diversity. As Europeans interacted with Native Americans, a cultural exchange began to occur that would forever alter many aspects of both societies.
Cultural exchanges have continued to be powerful forces for change in the lives of women throughout American history. You will explore many of these cultural exchanges and their effects on women during this course. 
You will also examine ways in which the experiences of women are on some levels the same, transcending barriers of time, race, and class. No matter what time period they live in, women must interact with each other, their families, men, and children. The struggle to balance work responsibilities and care of the home and family is not a new one, although the way a woman works may have been different in the 1990s than it was in the 1950s or the 1750s. As you study different topics pertinent to the experiences of women in America, be sure to ask yourself how are things changing and how are things staying the same? What effect has geography, race, or class had on women in this area of their lives? Most importantly, learn to see women’s history as an integral part of the overall story of our world, providing us with greater understanding.
Web Readings: 
Read about Sarah Winnemucca:
http://www.unr.edu/nwhp/bios/women/winnemucca.htm 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/today/oct14.html 
http://voices.cla.umn.edu/artistpages/hopkinsSarah.php 
Read about Susan LaFlesche: 
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/changingthe-faceofmedicine/physicians/biography_253.html 
Read about Mary Jemison:
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5794/ 
Video: 
There is one video for this unit. Watch the We Shall Remain episode “After the Mayflower.”
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/weshall-remain/the_films/episode_1_trailer 


Seminar
During your weekly Seminars, the professor will cover essential information, answer questions, and expand on significant topics. During the first Seminar, the professor will review the syllabus, discuss expectations, and review information regarding the final project.
Although this Seminar is not graded, it is highly beneficial for you to participate each week to explore the concepts and assignments in more detail and answer questions that you may have. You will also benefit from the interaction with your classmates. Your Seminars each week will offer an opportunity to interact as a community through a real time connection. 
Seminar Question 1: 
Why should we study the history of American women?
Seminar Question 2: 
When you think of an American woman, what sort of images come to your mind?
Learning Activities

Knowledge Check
Review the Interactive Timeline on American Women. 
Download the Prior Knowledge Check Questionnaire. Answer the five questions and reflect honestly on each question. Give your response accordingly, with at least 2-3 sentences in response for each question. Use complete sentences and college level standard English. The grade is effort based; you will receive all points as long as you complete the questions and submit! 
Submitting your Assignment 
Put your project in a Word document. Save it in a location and with a name that you will remember. This assignment is worth 50 points. The rubric for this assignment is available from the Grading Rubrics page under Course Home.
When you are ready to submit it, click on the Dropbox and complete the steps below:
	Click the link that says Submit an Assignment.

In the "Submit to Basket" menu, select Unit 1: Assignment.
In the "Comments" field, include at least the title of your paper.
Click the Add Attachments button.
Follow the steps listed to attach your Word document. 
To view your graded work, come back to the Dropbox or go to the Gradebook after your instructor has evaluated it. 
Make sure that you save a copy of your submitted assignment.


Notes
-----------------------
APA formatted References
100 word count for main and student responses

Learning Journal
Learning journals:  Units 3, 5, and 7 - 50 points each

This week's project
Complete the 5 questions, submit assignment

Work Efforts, Politics, Family

