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Discussion

Take a moment to reflect on this course. When you started the course, you may have known about some of the statistical techniques we studied but by now you should have a full tool box of techniques applicable in many business or professional situations.
Select one analytic technique and discuss a potential application in your chosen profession. Be specific about your choice and how it applies to your profession. 
In this week’s discussion, you will interact with your classmates about the course. Remember that your goal for discussion assignments is three-fold: 
	to get involved throughout the entire week 

to contribute in a way that adds to the discussion and moves it forward in an original fashion 
to use the course content to inform your posts and responses 
Be sure your post is grammatically correct, has been spell checked, and fully answers the question. Be sure to comment on and respond to your classmates' postings throughout the week. 
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I work in IT as a Software Packaging Engineer/Developer and using statistical concepts like qualitative, quantitative, and systematic come in handy every day.
For example, when I’m developing software, many times I’ll have to figure out exactly which variables will be qualitative and quantitative.  The reason this is important is because I use something called SurveyMonkey.com to collect surveys on how the software is working in the Beta phase.  The qualitative variables represent features like color, shape, and ease of use, etc.  The quantitative variables represent speed of installation in minutes, length of time of opening the app in seconds, and how many times a week do they use the app.  Using statistics, this allows me to understand and use the reporting.  I also use systematic variables to figure out if employees are reporting one feature just does not work; it always leads me back to 

the exact variable or feature that could possibly be affecting all the other ones.
---------------------------------------------------------
Eddie Jackson
GOK - Philosophy Major/Liberal Studies
http://eddiejackson.net  university page 
Ref: 
Bennett J., Briggs W., & Triola M. (2009). Statistical Reasoning for Everyday Life (3rd ed.). Boston, MA: Pearson.
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Your post makes a lot of sense.  I can think of a great contributing, external variable – stress.  Stress can literally kill you.  Someone’s stress levels can affect how well they heal, can lead to other issues like headaches, hypertension, and even heart attacks.  You’re assessment of correlation is right on in your example.
---------------------------------------------------------
Eddie Jackson
GOK - Philosophy Major/Liberal Studies
http://eddiejackson.net  university page 
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I used to work in healthcare IT for 9+ years, and hand washing was always talked about, sanitizer used outside rooms like you said, as well as just general hand washing campaigns started at least once a month.  I never knew hand washing was such a big deal until I worked in healthcare.  I’m guessing that reduced hand washing could lead to higher bacteria in the hospital, which in turns leads to infections and sickness.  The more hand washing, the less spread of bacteria, thus less sickness.  Your post made a lot of sense to me.
---------------------------------------------------------
Eddie Jackson
GOK - Philosophy Major/Liberal Studies
http://eddiejackson.net  university page 
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Those reports are actually for that particular app...and changes to be made if necessary.  A group of end-users may report that the app opens too slowly on their machines (based on the survey I took).  Because this is only the beta testing phase, I would go back and look at the exact variables that correlate to the speed of the app and make necessary changes.  Then, I would redeploy the app to the end-users' machines, and they would take the survey again afterwards.
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I really consider myself lucky.  I got into computers when I was 11 and never left the industry - I'm 37 now.

Take a look at my professional site below:
http://eddiejackson.net  university page 
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