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Discussion

This website lists several public opinion polls. Search the site and find a poll where the sample size and margin of error are given. Try to find a poll dealing with a topic in your profession or one in which you are really interested. 
http://www.pollingreport.com 

The President and Gas Prices 
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URL for the website
http://www.pollingreport.com/energy.htm 

Using your own words, state the topic of the poll in a full sentence. 
The topic is rising gas prices and can the president do something to change them.

Stated sample size and Margin of error. 
The sample is 957 adults nationwide with a margin of error of +-3.

Interpret the results of your poll using your own words and full sentences. 
There are 3 responses in the study. One, "Can do a lot about", of which 48% answered.  Two, "Beyond control", of which 43% of the people answered.  And three, "Unsure", 9% of people answered.  So a majority of people believe that the president can do something about gas prices.

Looking at the results with respect to the Margin of Error, do you think there is a significant difference in the responses?
I do not think there is a significant difference in the responses.

What role could sampling have played in determining these results? 
If sample size is small, the results may not be as accurate.  I think a larger sampling size would have proved more accurate in what total population think about can the president affect gas prices - I do not believe he can do anything them.
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When it comes to gas prices...I see the real problem is that we use it and we depend on it from foreign sources.  There aren't easy answers, many involve us drilling in our country, coming up with new fuel (or at least put into widespread production renewable energy), and somehow to convince politicians and businessmen that it would be in America's best interest to only depend upon ourselves.  The number one reason we won't do any of the above is money.  Hundreds of thousands of people are getting rich off the current system, and they figure, why change it.  It's greed really, and I don't see any President that will have enough power to sway the thoughts of the greedy businessmen of this country.  So where does that leave us?  It leaves us the mercy of corporate greed.  I also don't think for one second that even if we were to somehow move a majority of the fuel production to our country, that gas prices would go down for us - if anything, they would probably go up (Americans aren't known for cheap labor).
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What role could sampling have played in determining these results? 
There's also a good chance because the sampling is small, that the results could be skewed due to region/state based politics.  Let's say if you were to take a sample in a Republican region, and we have a Democrat as a president, there's a good chance that the politics of that area could affect the results.
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As important it is in making sure all the numbers are being accurately recorded, it really does seem like the sampling process is by far the most important variable in the equation.  It can skew the results, determine the outcome of results, and even sway readers into believing in something just because the statistics say one thing.

Same sex marriage is a good example of what I mean.  Depending on where you take the take the sample, the results could easily lean one way or the other.  Let's say your sample was from San Francisco.  I am sure the majority would be in favor of same sex marriage.  What if your sample was from Salt Lake City?  I am sure it would be completely the opposite.  So you are right about biased groups affecting the numbers.  Anyone could pretty much make the numbers come out the way they wanted just by choosing the right sample.
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Obama's role is marginal at best.  There are literally hundreds of thousands of people making millions off the oil industry.  No President can change that...no matter what the people think.  Something he could do is perhaps create jobs surrounding the energy industry.  As far as gas prices, they would not be lower if we were drilling at home - they would most likely go up.  People keep thinking that it would be such a great thing...if we drilled here.  People forget just how cheap foreign labor is.  Americans won't be working for $10 a day...which is about average what they people to bring us our lovely oil.  Trust me, gas prices have less to do with the President and more to do with cheap foreign labor (slave labor?).  It's out of sight, out of mind right now.




