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Discussion

Not only have humans, like all other living creatures on the planet, had to make adaptations, changes and adjustments to survive and thrive, but we have had a profound impact on the lives of other creatures on Earth. Sometimes this has been a beneficial impact, and in some cases, it has been a disaster for the other creatures. 
Do some background reading about the extinction of the passenger pigeon: http://www.si.edu/Encyclopedia_SI/nmnh/passpig.htm, an event that is very easily attributed to the activities of humans. Passenger pigeons are not the only creatures that have been made extinct by the actions of people. There are dozens of other examples, as well as some creatures whose existence is in serious peril, such as the golden lion tamarin and the thamin.


Endangered species
Do some research on your own about endangered species of animals and plants and think about the biological, ethical and economic aspects of the problem. Then, during the week, be sure to address the following questions: 
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What responsibilities do we, as humans, have to other species?
Our biggest responsibility would be to stop creating huge ecological and biological gaps on the planet (like tearing down rainforests). I would say, for at least for a few hundred years, we have been raping the planet, all in the name of profit. We take without giving back, or even thinking about the ramifications of our actions. We need to learn to live in harmony and peace with the planet (we can’t pave the whole planet). 

We have great power, and with great power comes great responsibility. Our responsibilities are to preserve the planet for future generations, and to make sure there are places on earth that humans are not allowed to mine for resources (each country needs to set a large percent of untouchable land). We need to learn to live better quality lives, live with less and stop being so wasteful. Think about all the junk we make and garbage we produce, which most of human products just end up in a landfill somewhere. Pretty sad when you think about how many resources we take from the planet just so we can play with the latest gadgets.
How do the extinctions of other creatures affect humans directly and indirectly? 
Extinctions affect humans directly by changing our available food sources. And, indirectly by affecting other animal’s food sources, which in turn forces them to migrate to find other food sources, and possibly decrease other volumes of species; perhaps even killing of the species altogether.
Should people give up gains in order to prevent the death of other creatures? 
People should give up some gains for a few reasons. One, because it’s unethical to kill off a species to extinction. Two, the ramifications of killing off species have huge ecological impacts on the planet. We actually don’t know exactly what the outcome may be, and that’s not a good thing.
What ethical responsibilities do we have to other creatures on the planet? 
Our ethical responsibilities are to make sure our presence on the planet doesn’t destroy species and their fragile ecosystems. Natural habitats need to be preserved.
Why are decisions about recovery and preservation of these creatures so complicated?
Preservation is very complicated because human population is growing exponentially fast, and as we are spreading out across the planet, we do not know exactly how our own advancements are affecting the planet. Some of it is lack of knowledge; some of it is lack of care. I think we, as an intelligent species, still have a long way.
If you were elected president, what would your official policy on endangered species be? What tradeoffs would you make in order to enforce your policy?
I would create even larger natural reserves, where humans were just not allowed (by law) to build, hunt, or mine for resources. I would do my best to create/preserve that species natural habitat. The tradeoffs would be less land for humans.
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I agree with your “off limits” idea would be the best policy when it comes to preserving endangered species, as well as just conserving any animal’s natural habitat in general. We need larger natural reserves with stricter laws that govern them. 

What I find very interesting is that many people think you have to be a tree-hugger to want to preserve the planet. I look at it like this, our planet is the only one we have…we can’t continue burning through its resources like there is no tomorrow. We need to plan on life being here for thousands of years rather than just decades.
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The human species is egotistical to say the least. Yes, we have dominion over all species on the planet, but that doesn’t give us the right to force species into extinction, and something just as bad, the ecological disasters we are causing around the world, like mowing down the rainforests and oil spills. I’m not sure how we let this happen. We have all these made up wars, wars on drugs, wars for oil, and wars on economics. What about something worth fighting for like a war against the destruction of our own planet? I’d vote to fight that war.
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