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Discussion 1 of 2

Think carefully about the difficulty of measuring something, especially something that is invisible, like feelings. 
In your post, try to quantify the experience of enjoying a type of food, a certain song, or a piece of art. How do you assess/measure these feelings? 
How can one person’s interpretation of their feelings be compared to another’s? Is it possible? Why or why not? 
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I think it's a very interesting concept of measuring the abstract.  Measuring things like feelings, emotions and other intangible ideas can seem almost impossible to quantify, mostly because it's highly subjective to the types of tests themselves.  My particular experience I'd like to describe is listening to a certain genre of music (trip-hop), and a specific song, Fade into You by Mazzy Star.

If you're unfamiliar with this song, listen to it here:  link.  This is one of my favorite songs (and bands) to come home and basically relax to.  It gives me a sense of calm and peace.  No matter how stressed I am, I can turn this song on, and instantly be relaxed.  I also feel a certain happiness (with stressed relieved) and can actually clear my thoughts and prepare for my evening studies, or just to be able to settle-in for the night.  Hope Sandoval is the singer of Fade into You and delivers a slow, smoky type of song.  Some people may say it's melancholy they feel, but for me, it puts me in a good place.

How do you assess/measure these feelings?
I measure these feelings by really just thinking about how the music makes me feel.  It's my own internal observation. 
How can one person’s interpretation of their feelings be compared to another’s?  Is it possible? Why or why not?
One person's feelings can definitely be compared to your own feelings just asking the other person, or reading a written response from the other person.  Then you can just compare their feelings with your own.  Of course if you don't get a detailed response from the other person, it will be difficult to make an accurate comparison.

One article I found quite interesting is, "Why Music Makes You Happy."  The article basically says it's the dopamine that our brain drops into system, which if you think about it, makes perfect sense. That's why we love listening to music.  It's a positive chemical response.

Sohn, Emily. (01/10/2011). Why Music Makes You Happy.  Retrieved (01/14/2012), from http://news.discovery.com/human/music-dopamine-happiness-brain-110110.html.
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What problems does this cause for the United States?
I think there are many problems with us using a different system of measurement, but the biggest one is it makes us obviously different on the world stage, and not in a good way.  Our measuring system should be changed to make our numerical communication more universal and what's already accepted by most of the world.

A potential problem would be being ostracized by other countries merely because our measuring system is different.  It's perplexes the rest of the world why we would even want to continue using a unique system.

Another problem is we actually do use the metric system.  Well, our engineers and scientist already do, that is.  So what ends up happening, is that our engineers and scientists get taught one system and then have to learn another system.  It would be much easier just to have one system...and many would argue, that the metric system is the best system by far.

What benefits might it bring the United States? 
The only benefit I see is it is something that we already know, we don't have to learn anything new as a society.  I think we don't like change...in general.

How might you resolve the gap between the United States' measurement system and that of the rest of the world?
I would do a few things.  One, I would begin in kindergarten.  I would only teach the metric system.  At the same time, I would have laws passed to mandate within 13-15 years to completely phase our unique system with the metric system.  I believe once people get pushed in the right direction, they would accept the changes.  Finally, I would have programs on television, from fiction to non-fiction, using the metric system.


metric4us.com. (n.d.). Metrics 4 US!.  Retrieved (01/14/2012), from http://www.metric4us.com/whynot.html.
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I thought about what the professor asked, "How would you measure someone's interpretation of a taste in comparison to someone else's?  For example, some people love cherry flavored drinks, they think it tastes like cherries.  When I drink a cherry flavored drink (which isn't often) I think it tastes like cough syrup, which is horrible.  I recently bought a Crush soda from a machine where I work not realizing it was cherry; I ended up throwing it away.

But how do we actually do a scientific comparison?  I'd say that you would have to get many people together and do surveys.  A survey would tell you what a person's interpretation or perception of what is being tasted.  Then you could compile the results and get a majority of what people think something tastes like.  What do you think?  Would surveys work?
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You make a good point that you don't understand the metric system (I'm right there with you).  Something I do realize though, that the metric system is important and we are being hindered (at least globally) by not knowing it. I wonder if that has a lot to do with what we read and what we watch as adults?  I mean we are bombarded daily with our unique measuring system like inches, feet and yards.  I'm actually all for phasing out our system and adopting the metric system 100%.  We could start with the youth, and only teach them the metric system.  At the same time, start educating adults through books, magazines, newspapers, and television.
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