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Unit 1 Overview 
Scientific Questions: Inquiry and Methods
In this unit, you will learn about scientific inquiry, the most important concept in science. During this week, your readings and discussions will focus on the importance of asking testable, specific questions that can be answered through investigations. As you think about what makes science different from other disciplines, think carefully about the kinds of questions you can—and cannot—answer using science. 

Reading 
Chapter 1 in The Sciences: An Integrated Approach 

Chapter 1: The Sciences: An Integrated Approach 
This week's reading focuses on how science frames questions, how it answers questions, and how scientific thinking is used in many different contexts. These concepts will act as a foundation for your participation in this unit’s Discussion and Seminar as well as the basis for how to approach each future topic within this course. 
Be sure to check out the textbook resources located on the navigation bar to your left under this unit. There you will find an electronic copy of the textbook along with other useful material such as videos, presentations, labs and more. 


Seminar 
This week's seminar will require you to carry out a scientific investigation with your classmates on an issue that you’ve likely experienced once or twice in your college career (or will experience sometime soon!). You must use the Scientific Method. in order to carry out this investigation. 
Scenario: You’re getting ready to log in to your favorite KU Course (SC300 – Big Ideas in Science!) and your computer won’t turn on. Now what?! 
Option 1: Participate in a synchronous seminar. Be prepared to discuss how you would apply the scientific method to the scenario provided above to find a resolution. 

Unit Outcomes 
	Identify the components of scientific inquiry 

Demonstrate how to use scientific questioning as part of an investigation 
Create testable hypotheses to answer scientific questions 
Course Outcomes practiced in this unit 
SC300-1: Explain basic scientific principles and their limitations 
SC300-4: Employ appropriate scientific ideas and methods to everyday situations 
What do you have to do in this unit?
Print and read the syllabus 
	View important introductory material 
library presentation, seminar instructions, APA quick reference, course level assessment, and video introduction 
	Introduce Yourself to your classmates 
See the introductions page 
	Read Chapter 1 
In the course text, The Sciences: An Integrated Approach 
	Read Unit 1 PDF 
See the readings page for the link 
	Review Key Terms 
See the readings page for the link 
	Respond to Unit 1 Discussion Question 
35 points 
	Attend the Weekly Seminar 
Log in from the Students' Homepage 
	Check out Extra! Extra! 
For additional Resources 



