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Discussion 1  Why are there still poor people in America half a century after the implementation of a system of social welfare programs that were designed to end poverty?

This question will have several possible answers depending on what group of people's perspective you're looking from, let's look at all of them.

[The Rich]
Many wealthy Americans see the poor as lazy, having no ambition or no motivation to want to better themselves, as well as just generally seeing the poor as the bottom-feeders of society.  The rich perceive the poor as drug addicts, criminals and their lack of concern about providing a future for themselves - shocking.  The adults in poverty pass on these same narrow-minded values to their children, thus perpetuating the cycle of socio-economic boundaries that enslave their children to poverty.  

The rich believe the poor are poor because they want to be; they turn a blind eye to the needs of the poor; and they believe in the reduction of government help to force the poor to work harder.


[The Middle Class]
The middle class, especially the ones who have reached their position in life by making responsible decisions, realize that the poor class (the poverty demographic) could possibly be decreased with the right education, government aid, and proper resources; they acknowledge the needs of the poor.  

The middle class believe the poor are in poverty because of circumstance and not necessarily by choice; they believe things could be better if only the right assistance with the right amount of resources could be applied to the problem at hand.  And this is also what I believe.  I think helping the poor is only helping ourselves in the long run; it benefits the nation as a whole.  This is why I believe in nationalizing healthcare and education.


[The Poor Class]
In the poor communities, it is easy to become overwhelmed with just the day-to-day tasks.  Paying the bills and being able to afford groceries are almost always daily concerns.  Having low paying jobs, some minimum wage or just above the minimum, isn't enough to live on - at least not in America.  The poor can easily loose ambition (as the rich call it) because they are more worried about juggling money to just pay the electric and water bills.  Healthcare and higher education?  What healthcare? And, what higher education?  Opportunities are far and few in-between...and when they do make a little money it gets blown in superficial ways.

So why are they poor?  Many poor see themselves trapped (if they question their status at all)...they may even see the middle class and the rich and dream about living there, but in reality they have lost hope.  Even with government assistance, it's not enough to actually change the level of class they are stuck in.  They are doing well-enough just to keep their heads above water.


[What I Say]
What I say about all this is - is that the available government programs need to be reformed/refined to not just help someone out of a bad situation (which is great, don't get me wrong), but also to place people on the right path; the path that will pull them out of the socio-economic caves they are living in.  

I also say we really do need to spread some of the wealth we do have.
I don't think it is fair for an athlete to receive a 250 million dollar/10 year contract (www.whosurmuse.com) when 49 million people in America are living in poverty (www.pbs.org).  That's 25 million dollars a year to play ball...who needs that to live on?  I say no one needs that, and no one should be allowed to acquire such wealth while so many others are suffering.

I also think it's ridiculous with some of the obscene wealth and lifestyles that some get to live like Jennifer Aniston/Brad Pitt living in a 14,000 square foot mansion (www.westlord.com).  2 people living in 14,000 square feet of luxury, all the while there's millions of children without proper healthcare and that go to schools that can barely afford books.

I say we could do MUCH more to aid the less fortunate.  The large amount of people that are in poverty are there because we haven't been creative, innovative, or compassionate enough to help them.  We have had the money to help them for 50 years...we just use it to fund wars, pay for obsolete and inefficient government agencies, and allow obscene amounts of money to be unequally distributed amongst the wealthy.  

There is no financial trickledown effect that some claim, there is only the stuff that rolls down hill, which isn't a good thing.


Discussion #2 How much faith do you have that social security and Medicare will be there when it’s your turn to collect? Explain.

I have very little faith that the current system will be available to me when I retire.  Apparently the government saw the piles of money that were in the Social Security and Medicare accounts and began withdrawing funds to pay for wars.  Wars that America, in many cases, should not be involved in (or our involvement should have been minimum).  I don't believe it's our job to police the world...especially when Americans are suffering right here at home.  

I say there won't be any money left when I retire because there has already been talk of decommissioning the current Social Security program and rolling into some type of investment, Private Retirement Accounts (wiki).  And supposedly each citizen is to manage their own portfolios (I'm laughing right now).  That's pretty much the same with Healthcare, the proposed solution is to let each American go to an open Healthcare market...and purchase plans that fit their needs.  These solutions give me headaches...I just don't see a person living in poverty managing portfolios of any kind; it sounds like someone wealthy came up with these ideas.

Those programs won't exist because we as Americans (pointing the finger at all of us really) do not know how to manage money.  I'm trying really hard to change even my own personal spending habits, and I am finding it extremely difficult.  I'm an addicted consumer - a slave of capitalism.
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I also believe poverty is associated to America's economic strategy.

America's past and current economic strategy is like the technique of boring out the cylinders in a car engine to gain more power - yes it will give the car more power, but once the engine blows, it's gone for good, there is no repairing it.

Rather than pumping up the economic system, we should strengthen what we already have by building in redundancies, layering financial models and creating national contingencies for when our economic systems fail (all of which we do not currently have).  One of the very first things we should do it prohibit outsourcing or at least reduce it down to no more than 5% of jobs for any company can be outsourced.  This would bring back millions of much needed jobs to America.

Every decade we are faced with a recession (some worse than others), that heavily affects the middle class and the working class citizens. And, it's because we keep making the same mistakes over and over again.  We make financial decisions that far exceeds our economic grasp (this includes funding wars).

The people in Washington need to regulate what Corporate America is doing to this country...it's an economic rollercoaster ride that is making us all sick.  Of course it isn't only Corporations to blame, we as Americans are obsessively over consuming every resource in sight.  We need to buy less and live more.  Perhaps we don't need to buy a second new car or we could do without an even more expensive, larger home than what we already have.  I know it has been the American way to go into debt (even at an early age), but we can, and need to, change that way of thinking.  

If we can't change, then it won't be long before the democratic republic of America will fall along the waste side, very much like that of Rome and other great nations have fallen.
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I also believe poverty can be directly associated to America's economic and business strategy.

America's past and current economic strategy is like the technique of boring out the cylinders in a car engine to gain more power - yes it will give the car more power, but once the engine blows, it's gone for good, there is no repairing it.
Rather than pumping up the economic system, we should strengthen what we already have by building in redundancies, layering financial models and creating national contingencies for when our economic systems fail (all of which we do not currently have).  One of the very first things we should do is prohibit outsourcing or at least reduce it down to no more than 5% of jobs for any company can be outsourced.  This would bring back 10s of millions of much needed jobs to America.
Every decade we are faced with a recession (some worse than others), that heavily affects the middle class and the working class citizens. And, it's because we keep making the same mistakes over and over again.  We make financial decisions that far exceeds our economic grasp (this includes funding wars).
The people in Washington need to regulate what Corporate America is doing to this country...it's an economic rollercoaster ride that is making us all sick.  Of course it isn't only Corporations to blame, we as Americans are obsessively over consuming every resource in sight.  We need to buy less and live more.  Perhaps we don't need to buy a second new car or we could do without an even more expensive, larger home than what we already have.  I know it has been the American way to go into debt (even at an early age), but we can, and need to, change that way of thinking.  
If we can't change, then it won't be long before the democratic republic of America will fall along the waste side, very much like that of Rome and other great nations have fallen.  In the end, I have faith that we can do what needs to be done - and that's each of us need to become the change we want to see in America.

------------------------------------------------------------
Eddie Jackson
GOK - Liberal Studies/Philosophy Major
http://eddiejackson.net
















fall of Rome
file_5.jpg

file_6.wmf







RE: Government, Poverty & Faith for the Future 
Edward Jackson Email this Author

file_7.wmf


12/11/2011 6:14:46 PM



I totally agree with your statement on powerlessness (and enjoyed your post most definitely).  I think it is very easy for the poor and the poverty demographic to lose all hope.  Social Security and Medicare are great programs, but I see them dwindling before my eyes.  And, I wonder how the poor of the future will fare.

Unless America begins to tackle some of the big issues which are nationalizing healthcare and education (at least to a degree), bringing back millions of jobs from abroad, as well as just building up national moral, we are in for very dark days.  Lyndon B. Johnson's Great Society seems to have been lost in the over indulgence of capitalism

I think the choices of the future will be difficult ones, probably more taxation...but if we don't fund important programs like Medicare and Social Security, the elderly are going to be the ones who suffer the most, then our children.

------------------------------------------------------------
Eddie Jackson
GOK - Liberal Studies/Philosophy Major
http://eddiejackson.net

file_8.jpg

file_9.wmf


http://www.library.olemiss.edu/exhibits/hail_to_the_chief/images/lbj/Great%20Society%20Comic%20Book.jpg






RE: Main Post=William J Gawors Jr (Bill) 
Edward Jackson Email this Author

file_10.wmf


12/11/2011 6:30:11 PM



I tend to agree, Social Security seems to be going away.  I say this because there's already been talk about Social Security turning into investment portfolios like the 401k and IRA.  I see a huge problem with portfolios.  I don't see people in poverty managing some type of investment portfolio...and it's not that I don't think they're intelligent enough, I believe poor people are more worried about the electric bill and rent. 

I've also heard that for healthcare there has been talk about an open market.  Supposedly we would go and find healthcare programs for ourselves.  This isn't totally ridiculous, but still it's added pressure on an already stressed class of people.  I say nationalize it all...decommission government programs we don't need and reform the ones we do need.

------------------------------------------------------------
Eddie Jackson
GOK - Liberal Studies/Philosophy Major
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I think your absolutely right...the government has spent the money.  But the real question is, "What do we do about it?"  I'm thinking reform of the current programs and probably more taxes.  

America is getting more and more expensive to live in.  And that's just not for we the working class either, but also for the elderly.  If Medicare and Social Security dry up, I wonder what the geriatric population is going to do?  Perhaps become part of the families responsibility once again, where the elderly live with their children...and the younger generation takes care of them.  What do you think?  What are some solutions?
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I think your absolutely right...the government has spent the money.  But the real question is, "What do we do about it?"  I'm thinking reform of the current programs and probably more taxes.  

America is getting more and more expensive to live in.  And that's just not for we the working class either, but also for the elderly.  If (most likely when) Medicare and Social Security dry up, I wonder what the geriatric population is going to do?  Perhaps become part of the families responsibility once again, where the elderly live with their children...and the younger generation takes care of them.  What do you think?  What are some solutions?
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