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Assignments

Unit 8 Overview 
The Face of Government 
In the 1960s, the government had a liberal, activist role. This means that Americans relied on the national government for security in old age, education for all, homes for the family, and safety from communism. The purpose of government was to improve American life. As vice president and then president, Lyndon B. Johnson was at the helm of spearheading more social programs for Americans than ever before in history with his vision of the Great Society. The sociology, history, and political science disciplines are foundational to your learning in this unit.
Read Harrison & Dye – pp. 151–171 and Farber – Chapter 5 (pp. 104–110) and Chapter 10
Key Concepts 
These concepts will help you gain greater understanding of the material this week.
Web Resources 
See Extra! Extra! for this unit's web resources.



Unit 8 Key Concepts 
The following terms and definitions relate specifically to your Harrison & Dye reading this week: 

Alienation - a feeling of separation from society 
Block grant - funds provided by the federal government to states and municipalities for a specific use, such as education, transportation, or welfare 
Decriminalization - abolishing confinement for vagrancy or public intoxication of persons who pose no danger to others 
Deinstitutionalization - release of mental patients who pose no threat to others 
Entitlement- a guarantee of benefits to anyone who meets eligibility requirements
The culture of poverty as present-orientedness - the inability to plan or sacrifice for the future 
The culture-of-poverty thesis - the idea that lifestyle of poverty, alienation, and apathy is passed on from one generation to another by law 
Homeless - persons living in streets and public places; persons accepting housing in public shelters 
Official definition of poverty - government estimates each year of the minimum cash income required for families of various sizes to subsist 
Poverty - as a result of current social and economic conditions, or parental transmission of values and beliefs 
Powerlessness - the inability to control the events that shape one’s life 
Public assistance - financed out of tax revenues, benefits paid only to persons who are poor 
Self-hatred and self-doubt - victims of poverty begin to blame themselves and see themselves as inferior 
Social insurance - compulsory savings for all with legal entitlement to benefits, contributions are required 
TANF - Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (replaced AFDC)


Unit 8 Key Terms 
The following terms and definitions relate specifically to your Harrison & Dye reading this week: 

Alienation - a feeling of separation from society 
Block grant - funds provided by the federal government to states and municipalities for a specific use, such as education, transportation, or welfare 
Decriminalization - abolishing confinement for vagrancy or public intoxication of persons who pose no danger to others 
Deinstitutionalization - release of mental patients who pose no threat to others 
Entitlement- a guarantee of benefits to anyone who meets eligibility requirements set by law 
Homeless - persons living in streets and public places; persons accepting housing in public shelters 
Official definition of poverty - government estimates each year of the minimum cash income required for families of various sizes to subsist 
Poverty - as a result of current social and economic conditions, or parental transmission of values and beliefs 
Powerlessness - the inability to control the events that shape one’s life 
Public assistance - financed out of tax revenues, benefits paid only to persons who are poor 
Self-hatred and self-doubt - victims of poverty begin to blame themselves and see themselves as inferior 
Social insurance - compulsory savings for all with legal entitlement to benefits, contributions are required 
TANF - Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (replaced AFDC)
The culture of poverty as present-orientedness - the inability to plan or sacrifice for the future 
The culture-of-poverty thesis - the idea that lifestyle of poverty, alienation, and apathy is passed on from one generation to another

Unit Outcomes 
	Judge the effectiveness of the social programs from the 1960s that are with us today 

Identify where the sociological perspective is useful in understanding government programs
	Utilize the historical perspective to assess the effectiveness of timelines in understanding patterns of events 

What do you have to do in this unit?
View Timeline 
	Complete Assigned Reading 
	Review Key Concepts and Terms 
	Review Web Resources 
	Post to Discussion Board 
40 points 
	Attend Seminar 
	View the Presentation 
	Please see the Extra! Extra! tab for the Web Resources for this Unit. 

Seminar 
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Over the past 75 years, the meaning of "family" in our culture has changed dramatically. As we have become more and more a "ME- oriented" society, we have lost the importance of "WE." Back in the "olden days," the care of the elderly was in the hands of the family. Multigenerational households were the norm, and everyone looked out for the good of the whole. With the advent of "suburbia" in the 50s and the restructuring of family into an isolated nuclear household consisting husband/wife and children, the care of the elderly has fallen more and more into the hands of the government.
The Social Security Act was originally established in 1935. It originally only provided old-age pensions to persons who "earned" them by working a certain number of years in the paid labor force; originally only industrial and commercial workers were covered. The clear expectation was that the covered workers were overwhelmingly men.
In 1939, Congress passed an extension of the act that allowed widows of Social Security recipients to receive continued benefits after their husbands died.
Since that time, the government has passed all sorts of legislation to aid not only the elderly, but just about everyone else as well for a wide variety of reasons. Today, it is hard to find someone who is not receiving some sort of government assistance, including all sorts of tax breaks.
Come to this week’s seminar prepared to discuss the following questions:
	Some of the programs that were institutionalized in the 1960s included welfare programs. What do you think was the intent of welfare programs in the United States?

What are the benefits of federal and state welfare programs today?
What are the drawbacks?
What experiences have you, or someone you know, had with the welfare program?
	Were these experiences positive or negative. Have we become a country of “entitlement,” whereby we feel that we are “entitled” as citizens to government assistance?


