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Discussion

Question 1: Is distance learning equal opportunity for the global community? 

I would say this question has yes or no answers, depending on the definition of what the global community.

1st, No - because there will always be people in poor countries that no matter how globally available education is, unless it's totally free and the poorest of the poor have direct access to it, there will be limits of who can become students.


2nd, Yes (and what I believe) globally available distance learning is changing the very face of education.  Many countries do not have good colleges and universities.  So potential students would be left with very few options (if any) if online education did not exist.  So what is distance learning bringing to the world.  It is bringing education.  It is bringing opportunity.  It is bringing hope to potentially millions of students that would otherwise not be afforded the college experience.

In my research I came across many great reviews about distance learning.  One site stated, "Research comparing distance education to traditional face-to-face instruction indicates that teaching and studying at a distance can be as effective as traditional instruction" (Gottschalk).  I would say just using Kaplan University alone as a leader in online education, my education, my teachers, and the overall experience thus far (90/180 credits) have been top notch.  The reason I bring this up is because there are those out there that may say online education isn't as good as a brick and mortar school.  What I say about that is it's the determined student that makes the school.  You can get a great education if you want one.


Gottschalk, Tania H. (n.d.). DISTANCE EDUCATION AT A GLANCE. Retrieved December 03, 2011, from http://www.uiweb.uidaho.edu/eo/dist1.html.
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Question 2: What are your thoughts about the idea that technological and medical advances would bring an end to hunger disease, drudgery and unemployment in the U.S.?

I would say advances in all areas of the scientific community would be great...but would they end hunger, disease, and unemployment?  Sadly, I don't think so.  I believe our world's problems are greater than the sum of our technology advancement.  It's more socially and psychologically based intelligences that are needed than just mere technology itself.  What I mean by this is until we truly learn to value human life, there's always going to be hunger, disease, unemployment and really just the unavailability of resources that are afforded to every first world country.

On the flip side, healthcare, education, and an overabundance of resources are available for consumption to any of the economic powerhouses of the world.

In the end, there will always be the haves and the have-nots...not because of the lack of technology, but because of the lack of human compassion.  I think we had the means to stop world hunger, disease, and unemployment 50 years ago; we haven't done it because there's no money in that type of charitable trust.

Here's a great site that will open your eyes: http://www.poverty.com/, just look at the first sentence, "About 25,000 people die every day of hunger or hunger-related causes...".
Something from our reading I found quite sad from the congressional hearings in the 1959:

"I am 80 years old and for 10 years I have been living on a bare nothing, two meals a day, one egg, a soup."

Poverty.com. (n.d.). Hunger and World Poverty. Retrieved December 03, 2011, from http://www.poverty.com/.

Stevens, Rosemary. (n.d.). Healthcare in the Early 1960s. Retrieved December 03, 2011, from http://content-gen.kaplan.edu/SS310_1005A/images/product/HealthCareEarly1960s.pdf.
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I totally agree with you, technology will not really help any of the most abandoned countries.  I think with the ever-expanding waistlines of Americans, our increase of living standards, and our obsessive compulsiveness to have so much of everything says a lot about the condition of the haves and have-nots.  It's great to be an American...not so great to be an Indian, Chinese, or even a Mexican for that matter.

I got about 5 charities that I try to give to...but that's really not all that much considering how many people need help in the world.  I wish I could give more, but America is so expensive that I'm doing well just to pay my own bills.  And that's not a complaint...I have it pretty good compared to most.

With out this talk about doing more everyone, something I really do believe in though...is that we need to strengthen ourselves as a country before we go off trying to save the world.  Stronger Americans can do more to help those around them.
 
Going back to the 1960s, in those days (after World War II), it seemed like everyone was prospering in America, but even that was an illusion.  I think that's the case now.  Millions of Americans are struggling just to make end's meat.  We need to fix that.
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I tend to agree with you, medical costs are way too high. I also think technology is wonderful, but for the entire world to benefit, we need to stop trying to make a billion and make all aspects of technology cheaper and available to everyone in the world;  technology is great if it's available and affordable. 

As far as loss of jobs to technology...it's not so much the technology as it is greedy Americans.  Think about this, if we could force the government to end outsourcing tomorrow, it would literally bring back millions of much needed jobs to Americans.  There should be laws against outsourcing...it's killing this country.  If I were President, that would be the first item on my agenda...no more than 5% of any company could be outsourced.
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If we could force all large grocery store chains in America to give 10% of their profits to 3rd World Countries, there wouldn't be a hunger problem.

If we could force all pharmaceutical companies to give 10% of their profits to 3rd World Countries, there wouldn't be such a wide spread disease problem.

If we could force educational institutions to give 10% of their profits to 3rd World Countries, there wouldn't be such a gap in available education to 3rd World Countries.

It would only take crumbs from the American table and we could almost save the world...that's just how much of everything we have; and why it's truly so great to be an American.  Freedom of religion, speech, and the pursuit of happiness are all good...but the real freedom is clean water and our ability to throw away a plate of food because we're full.
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Wow! $80,000!  That would set someone back for life.  I worked in healthcare IT for 9+ years and never knew the prices were so high.  I've heard about the $50 Tylenol and $100 a day for meals.

I think we really need to evaluate why healthcare is so expensive.  I know in many other countries like France, Germany and even Cuba healthcare is just part of the available socialized system...it's basically free - paid for by tax payers.  I'm not too sure why Americans are so afraid of nationalized healthcare, we enjoy so many of the other social services like free school K-12, fire departments, police departments, libraries, and military.  It would only make sense the next step should be healthcare...at the bare minimum...free for children (0-17); after all, children are the future.

The people in the 1960s fought for so many ideals...equality, civil rights, and a chance at the American dream.  I think it's about time again for Americans to stand up for what they believe in.
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Some people may say it's an invasion of privacy to demand someone's DNA...but I say it shouldn't be a problem unless you have something to hide.

I have friends who don't even like the traffic cameras and street cameras that are popping up everywhere.  If the cameras can add to the overall safety of humans, I say put them in every public place in America.

As far as the benefits of DNA technology, we should all be required to enter ourselves into the system.  Of course I would expect this system to be highly secure with built-in layered security systems.  That's the only way we could all actually feel safer...if we knew for a fact that the system couldn't somehow be tampered with.
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