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Assignments

Unit 7 Overview 
Science and Technology 
Not to be outdone by the Soviet Union’s launching of the first manned spacecraft in the late 1950s, President Kennedy’s words in his address to Congress about the need for space exploration reflected the mindset of the American government when he said, “It is time for this country to take a clearly leading role in space achievement, which in many ways holds the key to our future here on earth.” In this unit you will preview and hear more about advances in the space program, technology, and medicine. Each of the social science disciplines are foundational to your learning in this unit as you articulate how they influence how you think about the events of the 1960s.

Reserve Reading: Health Care in the Early 1960s 
Stevens, Rosemary A. Health Care in the Early 1960s. Health Care Financing Review/ Winter 1996/Volume 18, Number 2.
Key Concepts 
These concepts will help you gain greater understanding of the material this week. 
Web Resources 
Review the following sites in this unit's Extra! Extra! for information that will support your learning for seminar and discussion. Also included in this list is the Internet Public Library social science website. This site will help you understand the language used in the concepts and constructs of the theories you will read about. 


Unit Outcomes 
	Integrate social science perspectives with events from the 1960s 
	Evaluate the effectiveness of space programs, health care, or technology in improving life in America in the 21st Century 


What do you have to do in this unit?
View Timeline 
	Complete Assigned Reading 
	Review Key Concepts and Terms 
	Review Web Resources 
	Post to Discussion Board 
40 points 
	Attend Seminar 
	View the Presentation 
	Please see the Extra! Extra! tab for the Web Resources for this Unit. 



Unit 7 Key Concepts 
To help prepare for the final, here are the disciplines that comprise the social sciences that you learned about in Chapter 1 in Harrison & Dye. Keep in mind that each discipline has its own vocabulary, perspective on human behavior, and theories and concepts. 
Anthropology – the study of human behavior with an emphasis on the physical, social and cultural aspects of human interactions with each other and the world around us. 
Sociology – the study of human behavior with a focus on how we create our social worlds. This includes organizations, institutions and society. 
Psychology – the study of human behavior with a focus on the individual. This area of study focuses on the cognitive, social, and emotional development of people as individuals. 
Economics – this discipline utilizes theories of economic systems and the management of economics to explain the production, consumption and distribution of goods and services. 
Political Science – political scientists focus on politics, the structure of government, and political institutions to explain power relationships. 
History – the study of past events and patterns, and the implications of these events on current day.

Seminar 
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In the United States, we enjoy the luxury of having all of the latest medical and technological advances at our fingertips, and we often take these for granted. This is not true worldwide. In many parts of the world, people do not even have the luxury of running water and electricity. In many Least Industrialized Nations (Third World countries) thousands of people die each year from starvation and diseases that could be easily eradicated.
For this seminar you are to think about and discuss the United States’ role, as a world citizen, in seeing to the needs of other countries.
	Is it our responsibility to “save the world?”

When we step in to “help,” what are the positive outcomes of our assistance?
What are potential negative affects?
What impact does our involvement have on people’s customs, traditions, values, beliefs, and ways of life?
Does everyone want to be “Americanized?”
	Are their “needs” truly THEIR needs, or are they our interpretation of what we think they need?


