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Discussion 

The discussion rubric in our course syllabus includes a range of points. To be eligible for a high mark for discussion, you must respond substantially to at least two classmates’ postings for each thread. 
Question 
Popular culture is all around us: in fact, it could be argued that this entire course was an exercise in pop culture. We have defined and evaluated the major trends of twentieth century art, music, film, and literature, while we have also explored the figureheads behind theories of freedom, morality, and happiness. All of these contributions have been left behind as artifacts, telling us about the values of the past. 
The Gods Must Be Crazy is a comedy devoted to the premise of discovery and meaning. While flying over a remote corner of Africa, a pilot tosses out a soda bottle. The bottle is discovered by a man who has no idea what it is. Cut off from mass media, he believes it to be a message from the gods. He and his fellow villagers try to figure out what it could possibly mean. 
Imagine that someone cut off from mass culture finds an artifact from today’s culture, an item from popular culture. In your discussion, explain what item you would like this person to find, what you would hope it would signify to them, and how you imagine it could also be interpreted. 



The robots are here 
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I thought about this, and I wanted to choose something that would seem unfamiliar at first, but then could be of practical use to some person that was completely cut off from mainstream society.

I chose the Asimo Honda Robot. This robot would be fully programmed to do all servant related tasks, assist with daily work and chores, as well as play games and tell stories.

For our person that is completely cut out from mass culture, they would run into the robot during their normal days’ work and travels. At first they would be frightened...it looks more like a moving doll than a human. Then as the robot explained to the person what it was and what it could do to help, the person would realize the extremely valuable item that they now possessed. They would use the robot to get ahead in their “cut off” world. The robot would tell them stories of where it came from and provide a decade of fun and entertainment. All the while assisting the person with succeeding in their own little world.

file_2.jpg

file_3.wmf



------------------------------------------------------------
Eddie Jackson
GOK - Liberal Studies/Philosophy Major
http://eddiejackson.net





RE: The God's sure are Crazy! 
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I particularly liked the iPod artifact. At first the person wouldn't know how to use it...but as soon as they figured out it played tunes, this singing machine, I think they would be infatuated, in love with it. What better way to introduce culture to a cut-off-from-society individual. I think most cultures, even going back to cavemen, can relate to music in some way. I'd go as far as to say that there is something very human about music. Great post!
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RE: Unit 9 Discussion 
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A smart phone would definitely be interesting. I think you're right though, it would be perceived as some kind of divine device, sent from the gods. It's funny you chose a smart phone, I chose the Asimo Honda robot, fully programmed with stories and to be able to assist whoever found it. Most of us, even now, get so excited when a gadget sweeps our society, like the iPhone, other smart phones, and the latest...tablets. I couldn't even image what an ancient society would do if they found a working smart phone...it would be an interesting story to tell. I wonder why they haven't made movies like that?
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