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When you are ready, respond to the questions below. Be sure to comment on your classmates' posts. There are 2 threads in this discussion area. Be sure to post on each topic in the dropdown menu.
Will's Request [1 of 2] 
Is Will's request to reprogram the morphine machine justified by an ethical right to decide the course of his own death?


Unit 5 Discussion  Edward Jackson   3/31/2011 9:43:11 PM 
 
 Euthanasia or death with dignity could definitely be an option for Will.  I believe if a person doesn’t want to fight until the end, the end of a terminal illness, then there should be options for them.  The real questions are who is to assist him?  Is it ethical or unethical?  If Will had been brain dead, it does seem that the decision would have been so much easier.  But Will isn’t brain dead, he is suffering.  I believe the laws should be amended, especially in this modern era.  If a doctor or multiple doctors diagnose you with a terminal illness, and you’re in severe pain, you should not have to suffer until you die.  It seems almost inhumane to force anyone to go through that type of an ordeal.  I know if it were me, I wouldn’t want to suffer.

As it stands, if the doctor were to assist Will in reprogramming the morphine drip, he could be charged with murder and lose his medical license.  So basically that leaves Will suffering until he dies.
--------------------------------------------------------------
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RE: Unit 5 Discussion  Edward Jackson   3/31/2011 10:06:55 PM 
 I agree with you that it would be considered murder, but are there any viable solutions?  Death is something that connects all of us, and yet we like to apply such mystery to it.  It is possible that a cure could be found, but after working in the healthcare industry for 9+ years, 99.999% people who have been diagnosed with a terminal illness do not live long.  It seems like we should be able to do more, especially in the case where a patient has been diagnosed as terminal.  I think we should offer a private service, that the doctors, the family, and terminal patient could petition for.  That takes it out of the doctors hands, removes liability from the hospital, and gives the power back to the patient.  The decision would ultimately be decided by the private service once they received the petition.


Eddie Jackson
GOK - Liberal Studies/Philosophy student
http://eddiejackson.net  


RE: Initial Response  Edward Jackson   4/3/2011 2:48:01 PM 
Is it murder to take one’s own life when terminally ill?  I would say yes it is, however, it is understandable and there should be a certain level of acceptance by the rest of us.  I'm not sure about you, but I would not want to suffer for years on end, if I could go with dignity.  It's also a pretty well-known fact that we also do not administer enough pain medication for the terminally ill.  So where does that leave us?  The terminally ill have enough problems to face without also adding severe pain to the equation.  I think the bare minimum should to be more medication, and for the best situation, that there would be an assisted service that would allow them to go with dignity.
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What are the ethical implications of Will's request that his physicians reprogram his morphine machine?
Consider Your Answers [2 of 2] 
Consider your answers in the first discussion question.
Would it make a difference if Will was on life support?
Would it make a difference if Will was not terminally ill?


Would it make a difference  Edward Jackson   4/3/2011 3:17:40 PM 
If Will was on life support, per our book, if the life support is keeping them alive, then it would be considered “allowing them to die”.  There is also the theory that allowing someone to die interferes with God’s plan, God’s divine plan.  I think that if a person is on life support, it should be the family who decides what to do.  There should of course be counseling available on the psychological ramifications of their actions.  Me, personally, I say I would not want to live on life support.  Don't get me wrong, I love life, but that isn't living.

So the other question is would it make a difference if Will was not terminally ill?  I would say definitely yes.  The only reason that a person should be seeking death as a solution is that they are in severe pain and terminally ill.  Even if the person was terminally ill, but not in severe pain, I do not believe that assisted death should be an ethical option.  Now with that said, I also believe what a person does with their body is their own business.  If you don’t want to live, especially in dire circumstances, then the decision should be ultimately yours.  That’s doesn’t mean you get assistance from me, but it does mean the decision of what you do is acceptable.

Thiroux, J, & Krasemann, K. (2009).  Ethics: Theory and Practice.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.
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RE: Consider Your Answer  Edward Jackson   4/4/2011 8:08:28 PM 
  I agree with you, it does come down to freedom of choice.  If a person is in pain and terminally ill, then I don’t believe they should have to suffer.  But what if they are terminally ill, but not in pain?  What if they still want to die?  I think it is unethical for someone to have an assisted suicide if they are not in pain.  And also it would be unethical if the person was not terminally ill to receive assisted suicide.
Thiroux, J, & Krasemann, K. (2009).  Ethics: Theory and Practice.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.
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RE: Discussion 2  Edward Jackson   4/4/2011 8:24:06 PM 
 
 I agree, most of the time the family and doctors already know the patient’s wishes.  I know for myself, I wouldn't want to live on life support.  I also wouldn't want to live if I was terminally ill and severe pain.  So my family, friends, and doctors already know what I would want.  But what if there was a patient that didn't have friends, family, or a living will?  I wonder who would make the decision then?  With the laws the way they are now, the patient would live indefinitely on life support.  Is that ethical?  I would say that it isn't, but these are really gray areas of our healthcare and judicial systems.

-------------------------------------------------------------
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