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Abortion 
National Right To Life 
Pro Choice America 
Reflect 
After reviewing various opinions on the subject you chose, consider the ethical issues involved in the case. 

Who represents each side, and what is the primary argument of each group? 

After you have researched the issue outside the realm of these advocacy sites, answer the questions below.
Possible Additional Sources 
Try the following databases, accessible through the Online Library (for directions, see the Web Research Guidelines) for more information on the topics. Alternately, use your own sources for additional information.
·	HealthSource: Consumer 
·	LexisNexis 
·	PubMed 
·	HealthSource: Nursing 
·	Newspaper Source? 
·	Primary Source? 
·	TOPICsearch 
Post the fruits of your research to this thread by answering the following questions:
Which criteria did you apply when assessing the sites? Were you able to find quality sources for the arguments you researched? Once you learned more about the person/group behind the argument found on the site, how did it alter your perspective of the information you found there?
How do the arguments of the opposing groups compare? Are the points well-thought out? Do they map to any ethical style you have learned about so far? Is one group's argument stronger than the other (no matter which side you take)? How could each side improve its argument? Given the information you found outside of the advocacy sites, do you have any more thoughts on the methods used by each side?

Mind your business  Edward Jackson   3/17/2011 10:06:40 PM 
I reviewed the “National Right To Life” and “Pro Choice America” websites. I would like to point out a few items from each site, and voice my opinion on the subject and speak frankly about my position.  
NRTL is basically a website that houses pro-life information, which includes news, special events, and legislation detailing what right to life means. I read through the ProtectLifeActDouglasJohnsonTestimony.pdf at the site.  This document discussed much of the legislation and arguments for and against abortions; along with the lack of funding for the entire movement.  There was even one statement made by Geraldine Ferraro about how the cost of putting unwanted children through the school system dwarf the associated costs of abortions; I did find it quite interesting that the government, federal and state, can’t afford to keep fighting a seemingly losing battle.  However, the website in general, presented information in an easy to navigate way, and their stance on abortion that everyone, including a fetus, has a right to live was definitely inspiring.
I also reviewed the Pro Choice America website.  The Pro Choice site covers information like what is choice, government perspectives, women’s voices and media.  I liked the overall presentation of the site better.  I read through the U.S. Government and State Government portions of the site to better understand their position.  They believe that anything other than pro-choice is an attack on women’s freedom and privacy.  A few of the women’s stories caught my attention, stating that they were pro-choice because of being pregnant at 15-18; they were pro-choice because they experienced what it was like to have a child at that age (and they wouldn’t wish that on anyone).
The following is my opinion:  
Okay, after the review of both sites and positions, I can honestly say, I stand for neither one.  It seems to me that people are going to be people no matter what the consequences, no matter what the laws.  If you mandate that women cannot get abortions at clinics, they’ll be getting it done in some dark alley somewhere with Dr. I-Got-A-Coat-Hanger, where’s there’s no protection for the woman at all; going down that path just doesn’t seem right for the freedom we are supposed to have in America.  Now on the flip side, if you mandate abortion clinics on every corner, how does that teach us responsibility and respect for human life?  What about other social issues like should I even care that Crackhead Karry wants to have an abortion?  What about 15 year old Careless Kathy?  Should we force them both to have children that they are obviously not prepared for?  Should we mandate laws to prevent their abortions?  These are important questions.  
I’ve had an epiphany, that restates that I stand for neither, meaning, it’s none of my business.  I’m not sure if it’s become the American way or not, but we love to impose our will onto other people (we came to this country to escape such ideology, and here we are doing it to everyone).  I’m all about giving people back their private lives…what a woman does with her body is her business (even transcending the pro-choice and pro-life propaganda).  Mind your business.  

What people decide in their lives is their business.  I wonder if anyone would like it if I came to their house pointing out all their mistakes.  Or better yet, mandate laws against their actions.  It’s crazy.  I think if you want a cause to fight for, if you really want to save lives, I have some causes for you.  Like the 1.5 million homeless children in America.  Yes America.  Take a little look here:  http://www.huffingtonpost.com/rich-german/why-are-there-over-16-mil_b_745542.html, if you need a cause to fight for.  How about 4439 soldiers that have died in IRAQ (http://antiwar.com/casualties/), how about the 58,202 that died in Vietnam (http://www.veteranshour.com/vietnam_war_statistics.htm)? Let’s stop the wars permanently. That’s a cause worth fighting for. Let’s talk about the 30,000+ suicides every year in the United States (http://www.mentalhealthamerica.net/go/state-ranking).  Couldn’t we do something, do more to save them?  You know people will say, “but Eddie, all life is so important!”  Really? Is that why most states have the death penalty? They strap a helpless person down to a chair and either electrocute them or use lethal injections to end their life while a congregation of people watch.  I would say its modern day stoning or hanging, but I digress, that topic is for another day.
Let’s do more to save the living, the people that are right here right now, let’s save our friends and families, let’s save our neighbors and the struggling families that are right down the street from you. Let’s curtail poverty and crime.  Let’s put America back into harmony; as far as abortion is concerned, mind your business.
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RE: Initial Response  Edward Jackson   3/20/2011 7:36:51 PM 
 
 I agree with you, the Pro Choice America organization presents the stronger argument.  What I’m really worried about is why oh why do we have to have such web sites, such opposition on the subject of abortion?  What it really comes down to, is it a woman’s right to do what she wants with her body; that’s it, no more, no less.  I often wonder if the law was passed that women could not have abortions ever again, what would be next?  Perhaps expecting mothers could not eat unhealthy, or they could be fined or put in jail?  Maybe a pregnant woman could not drink or smoke? Or drink caffeinated coffee or tea for that matter!  It’s crazy to even contemplate that our judicial system would undertake such an enormous legislation task.  Who would enforce such laws?  The same goes with abortions, the cat is out of the bag, there is no going back now.  The best we can do is regulate it, make it safe for women, and provide sex education to the young.  

------------------------------------------------------------

Eddie Jackson
GOK - Liberal Studies/Philosophy student 
 
 



RE: Pro-Choice or Pro-Life  Edward Jackson   3/20/2011 7:18:22 PM 
 
 I agree with you when you say people have abortions for selfish reasons.  But what are we to do?  Force them to have children?  I don't think that's the answer.  I believe in the long run it's the children who suffer the most; children born to teen mothers, children born into poverty, and children born into violence.  I think it is difficult in the extreme to actually pass laws that will be sensitive enough to handle these social situations, and firm enough to stop the capable mothers from having abortions.   I truly believe that every human life is not as important as the next, and we prove that every day in America by our own actions.  I wish this wasn’t true, however it is, and all these attempts to control people, to control women, is really just an extension of religion (of which I do not believe in myself), and at one time in the distant past, religion was the government.  Religion definitely has its place in our society, but not in abortion. 
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