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Respond to this unit’s discussion questions. Please answer each question completely. 
Your responses to the discussion question should be in the 100-150 word range (approximately 8-12 sentences). Of course, you are welcome to elaborate further. 
Take time to review your classmates’ responses and reply with substantive comments. You should post comments to two or more classmates. 
Application of problem solving strategies. 
Unit 8 Discussion  Edward Jackson   2/3/2011 11:52:43 PM 
 
 While researching your career, you may have noticed that critical thinking is listed as one of the major skills required for success in any professional field. Provide some examples of how critical thinking and problem solving skills would be valuable to you in your chosen career. 

Critical thinking and problem solving skills would be valuable for several reasons. One being, it would allow you to organize and prioritize work. My career requires me to handle many tasks and projects, and because no one is there to assist me, critical thinking and problem solving skills are required to assess my workload, organize the tasks and projects into manageable and practical timelines. If I didn’t use this particular skill set, I could end-up wasting a lot of time, or even worse not completing tasks and projects.


Under what circumstances would you be called upon to use logic and reasoning on the job or in your classes? (Examples of logic and reasoning include active listening, identifying strengths and weaknesses of alternative solutions, actively looking for ways to help people, monitoring, being aware of others’ reactions, etc.)

I would use logic while in discussion logged into one my classes. I have to constantly add my own facts and opinions to the main discussion question, as well as reading and commenting on another student’s response.


Last, describe a career-related situation that would require the use of the scientific method to solve a problem. Be sure to include each of the scientific method steps in your response. 

For my scientific situation, I have chosen fixing a malfunctioning software application; the information will be gathered directly from end-users. 

First, I would physically observe the end-users using the application in question. Then I would analyze what I have seen and form an idea of what the problem is. In this particular scenario, I have noticed when end-user goes to save their work, the application crashes. Next, I would write down some ideas I have about preventing this from happening. I would check if another application could be affecting the save function, and I would check to see where the end-user is trying to save their work. My predictions would be if another application is causing this error, patch that application. If the save location is no longer available, and possibly causing the application to fail, I would change the default save location. Now I conduct my tests on both possible fixes. Come to find out, it was the default save location. The last step, I implement my solution by changing the default save location to a working location, and the software application no longer crashes.


--------------------------------------------------------------
Eddie Jackson
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RE: Unit 8 Discussion  Edward Jackson   2/6/2011 8:27:27 AM 
Using the scientific method in mining looks like it would be an invaluable skill; especially during the explosion you speak of.  I think your post was a really good description of mining and using the scientific method:  observation, analyzing, forming suggestions, making predictions, conducting tests, and implementing a process for extraction.  I can also see that critical thinking skills are required just because of the danger associated to mining itself.
--------------------------------------------------------------
Eddie Jackson
GOK - Liberal Studies/Philosophy student


RE: Unit 8 Discussion  Edward Jackson   2/8/2011 9:17:47 PM 
A good example is when, what, where, and how to put what you're thinking, what you know, into an easily understandable discussion response.  
I think half of education is learning from those around you, and being able to converse on the topics of life.  The logic comes in interpreting what a discussion question means or analyzing a student’s response, and being able to communicate with the forum.  I usually try to read through several questions and responses to get the general “feel” for the discussion topic and the group.
Knowing when to same something and when not to say something is pretty important.
--------------------------------------------------------------
Eddie Jackson
GOK - Liberal Studies/Philosophy student 


RE: Unit 8 Discussion  Edward Jackson   2/8/2011 9:53:00 PM 

I guess it really depends on the type computer problem you have...as to what advice I would give you.  A huge problem these days is spyware, though it is easily resolved with software like spyware removal applications, like search and destroy and malwarebytes.  Viruses need an anti-virus application, the free ones are pretty good; AVG is alright.  As far as computer orientation and app training, now that's really left up to computer owner.  There's so much information out there...and there's so many functions a computer can perform, that learning it all is impossible.  I've been eyeball deep in computers for 24+ years, and I still don't know it all and most likely never will.
Computer classes are a good start if you really want to learn about technology in general.  But if you want free, and learning the good ole fashioned way, just dive in.  Start reading computer magazines like PC World, and visit computerworld.com everyday.  Tons of information there.  I watch the webcasts once a week there to catch up on my tech news.
These critical thinking skills will come in handy for sure while your assessing what you don't know, would like to know, and how to get there... :-)


--------------------------------------------------------------
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