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The Contractual Interpretation

,3?'-;''#;?'C"&;*$3#'?63'contractual'*&?3#:#3?%?*"&N'L3#6%:;')3'%#3'C"&?#%C?-%11A'
2"-&$'?"'-:6"1$'?63'?3#4;'"K'@%)1;Q;'6A:"?63?*C%1'C"&?#%C?'23C%-;3':%#?*%11A'G3*13$'
C"&?#%C?"#;')"-1$'6%G3'%7#33$'?"'*?;'?3#4;'*&'?63'"#*7*&%1':";*?*"&N'D-?'<)"#.*&M'
%1#3%$A' :#3;-::";*&7' ?6%?' @%)1;' *&G".3;' %' C"&?#%C?-%1' "21*7%?*"&M' $3&*3;' ?6%?'
6A:"?63?*C%1' C"&?#%C?;' %#3' #313G%&?1A' ;*4*1%#' ?"'%C?-%1' C"&?#%C?;N'<)"#.*&'%#7-3;'
?6%?' t4A'6A:"?63?*C%1' %7#3343&?' $"3;' &"?' C"-&?' %;' %' #3%;"&M' *&$3:3&$3&?' "K'u'
"?63#' #3%;"&;M' K"#'3&K"#C*&7'u'#-13;'%7%*&;?'43M'%;'4A'%C?-%1'%7#3343&?')"-1$'
6%G3_QN'5$$*?*"&%11AM'3G3&' *K'6A:"?63?*C%1'C"&?#%C?;')3#3' #313G%&?1A'%&%1"7"-;' ?"'
?63'%C?-%1'G3#;*"&M'*?'4%A'23'K-#?63#'$*;:-?3$'?6%?'3*?63#'C%&'7*G3'#*;3'?"'"21*7%?*"&;N 
5'C"&?#%C?'j%C?-%1'"#'6A:"?63?*C%1k'$"3;'&"?'1"7*C%11A'3&?%*1'?6%?':%#?*3;'%#3'4"#%11A'
2"-&$' ?"' %$63#3' ?"' ?63' #3;:3C?*G3' ?3#4;N'5' C"&?#%C?%#*%&' ;"1-?*"&' 4*76?' 23' ?"'
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The Moral Interpretation

5';"1-?*"&'?"'?6*;':#"2134'4*76?'23'?"'$3&A'?6%?')3'%#3'2"-&$'?"'-:6"1$'?63'?3#4;'
"K'?63'6A:"?63?*C%1'C"&?#%C?'*&'G*#?-3'"K'C"&?#%C?-%1'"21*7%?*"&N'863#3'*;';-2;?%&?*%1'
?3W?-%1' ;-::"#?' K"#' ?63' %1?3#&%?*G3N'@%)1;'4%*&?%*&;' ?6%?')3'6%G3' %'&%?-#%1' $-?A'
"K'T-;?*C3'?"'-:6"1$')6%?3G3#'*;'%7#33$'-:"&'*&'?63'"#*7*&%1':";*?*"&'23C%-;3'?6%?'
;*?-%?*"&'t23;?'3W:#3;;3;'?63'C"&$*?*"&;'?6%?'%#3')*$31A'?6"-76?'#3%;"&%213'?"'*4:";3'
"&'?63'C6"*C3'"K':#*&C*:13;Q[N'U&'G*#?-3'"K'?63;3':#*&C*:13;'3W:#3;;*&7'?63'C"&?3&?'"K'
T-;?*C3M')3'%#3'4"#%11A'2"-&$'?"'-:6"1$'?63*#'?3#4;M'"#';"'@%)1;')"-1$'C1%*4N
86*;' *&?3#:#3?%?*"&' 3G%$3;' ?63' %K"#343&?*"&3$' C#*?*C*;4' "K' ?63' C"&?#%C?%#*%&'

&%?-#3'"K'@%)1;Q;')"#.s'23C%-;3'4"#%1'"21*7%?*"&'$"3;'&"?'#3g-*#3'?6%?'C"&?#%C?;'
C%&M'"K'?634;31G3;M'7*G3'#*;3'?"'"21*7%?*"&;N'<)"#.*&Q;'C"&?3&?*"&'?6%?'6A:"?63?*C%1'
C"&?#%C?;'%#3'&"?'C"&?#%C?-%11A'2*&$*&7'?6-;'4*;;3;'?63'4%#.M'K"#'63'%::3%#;'?"'6%G3'
4*;*&?3#:#3?3$'4"#%1'"21*7%?*"&'K"#'C"&?#%C?-%1'"21*7%?*"&N'U?'*;'&"?'#313G%&?'?6%?')3'
$*$'&"?'%C?-%11A'C"&;3&?'?"'?63;3':#*&C*:13;N'863'C#-C*%1'g-3;?*"&'*;')63?63#'?63#3'
*;' ;-K'C*3&?'4"#%1' %#7-43&?' K"#' ?63'"#*7*&%1':";*?*"&'%&$' ?63' K"#4-1%?*"&'"K' ?63'
3&;-*&7'?3#4;'"K'?63'6A:"?63?*C%1'C"&?#%C?N'
]*G3&'?6%?'?63'4"#%1'*&?3#:#3?%?*"&'%::3%#;'4";?':1%-;*21A'@%)1;*%&'%&$'4";?'

$3K3&;*213M' U';6%11'&")'*&G3;?*7%?3')63?63#' ?63'"#*7*&%1':";*?*"&' 1%A;';-K'C*3&?1A'
4"#%1'K"-&$%?*"&;';"'%;'?"'$3?3#4*&3')63?63#'@%)1;'C%&';3C-#3'?63'#3g-*#3$':#34*;3

[@%)1;M'!NM'A Theory of JusticeN'XWK"#$m'XWK"#$'P&*G3#;*?A'L#3;;M'_aaaN':N'_a
[U2*$N'::N'[_M'_SM'sSM'aaM'ss^
s=-C6'%;'2-?'&"?'1*4*?3$'?"'@"2*&;M'>NIN'hL#"4*;;"#A'X21*7%?*"&;'%&$'@%)1;Q;'("&?#%C?%#*%&*;4i'*&'Analy-

sis, \"1N's`M'B"N'^N'j!-&3'_aS`kM':N'_abl'D1""4M'5N'h!-;?*C3m'!"6&'@%)1;'G;N'?63'8#%$*?*"&'"K'L"1*?*C%1'L6*1";"/
:6Ai'*&'The American Political Science Review `a'j_aSbkM'::N'`^o/``[l'=C6%3K3#M'<NIN'Justice of Tyranny? A 
Critique of John Rawls’s “Theory of Justice”N'L"#?'J%;6*&7?"&m'93&&*.%?'L#3;;M'_aSaN'::Nsa/^_l'=?%#.M'(N5N'
hIA:"?63?*C%1'("&;3&?'%&$'!-;?*'C%?*"&i'*&'The Journal of Philosophy, \"1N'aSM'B"N'`N'j!-&3'[RRRkM':Ns[_
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The Case for the Moral Appropriateness of the Original Position

@%)1;'%#7-3;'?6%?')3';6"-1$'*4%7*&3'"-#;31G3;'%2;?#%C?3$'K#"4'?6";3'K%C?;'%2"-?'
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%7#33$'?"'2A'4-?-%11A'$*;*&?3#3;?3$':%#?*3;_N'DA'K"#4-1%?*&7'?63'"#*7*&%1':";*?*"&';"'
?6%?'&"'"&3'A*31$;'7#3%?3#'2%#7%*&*&7'%$G%&?%73;'?6%&'"?63#;[M'@%)1;'3&;-#3;'?6%?'
?63':#*&C*:13;'%7#33$'-:"&'2A'?63'C"&?#%C?*&7':%#?*3;';3C-#3'K%*#&3;;N'@%)1;'%#7-3;'
?6%?'3g-%1'C"&;*$3#%?*"&'*;'")3$'?"'%11':3#;"&;sM'%;'9%&?*%&'t3&$;'*&'?634;31G3;Q^M'*&'
G*#?-3'"K'?63*#'C%:%C*?A'?"'6%G3'%';3&;3'"K'?63*#'7""$'%&$'"K'T-;?*C3'j*N3N'?63*#'t4"#%1'
C%:%C*?AQkbN'
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863#3' %#3' ;3G3#%1' #3%;"&;')6A' *?' *;' C#-C*%1' ?6%?' t?63':#*&C*:13;' "K' T-;?*C3'$"'&"?'
$3:3&$' -:"&' ;?#"&7' %;;-4:?*"&;Q`M' ;-C6' %;' %' ;-2;?%&?*G3' ?63"#A' "K' ?63' 7""$N'
]*G3&'@%)1;Q;'C"44*?43&?;M''#;?1A'?"'#3%;"&%213':1-#%1*;4SM';3C"&$1A'?"'3&;-#3'
-&%&*4"-;'%7#3343&?o'%&$'?6*#$1A'?"'%G"*$'C6%#73;'"K'?#*G*%1*?A'%&$'C*#C-1%#*?AN'863'
"#*7*&%1':";*?*"&'4-;?'&"?'23'C"&;?#-C?3$'*&';-C6'%')%A'?6%?'*?'C"&;?#%*&;'C"&?#%C?"#;'
*&?"'C6"";*&7'%&'-&T-;?*'%21A'&"&/3?6*C%11A/&3-?#%1';3?'"K':#*&C*:13;N'D-?'@%)1;'%1;"'
%$4*?;'?6%?'t%':"1*?*C%1'C"&C3:?*"&'4-;?'$#%)'-:"&'G%#*"-;'*$3%;'"K'?63'7""$u'863'
g-3;?*"&'*;m';-2T3C?'?"')6%?'#3;?#*C?*"&'4%A':"1*?*C%1'1*23#%1*;4'$"';"VQ'aN'@%)1;'
$3C*$3;'?6%?'?63'*$3%;'*&C1-$3$'4-;?'23':"1*?*C%1'*$3%;M'?6";3';6%#3%213'2A'C*?*E3&;'
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_@%)1;M'!NM'_aaaN':N'_[a
[U2*$N:N'_[_l'@%)1;M'!N'Justice as FairnessN'>%;;%C6-;3??;m'I%#G%#$'P&*G3#;*?A'L#3;;M'[RR_N:N'[sb
sRawls, J., 1999. p. 475, 511
^Ibid. p. 442
bU2*$N::N'_SM'__b/__`M'[oaM'^^[/^Sl'@%)1;M'!N'Justice as FairnessN':N'[ss
`@%)1;M!NM'_aaaN':N'___M'b_[
SU2*$N':N's^SM'sas
o@%)1;M'!N'A Theory of JusticeN'XWK"#$m'(1%#3&$"&'L#3;;M'_aS[N'::N''b[R/b[_
a@%)1;M'!N'h863'L#*"#*?A'"K'@*76?'%&$'U$3%;'"K'?63']""$i'*&'Philosophy and Public AffairsM'\"1N'_SM'B"N'^'

j5-?-4&'_aookM':N'[`^
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&3-?#%1' 23?)33&' %11' C"4:3?*&7' C"&C3:?*"&;' "K' ?63' 7""$N' U?' *;M' ?63#3K"#3M' &"?' ?63'
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:#*&C*:13;')6*C6'$3'&3'*?Q^M'K"#'%'?63"#A'"K'?63'7""$'6%;'%1#3%$A'233&'2-*1?'*&?"'?63'
"#*7*&%1':";*?*"&N'

Reasonable People and Triviality

@%)1;*%&;' 4*76?' C"&C3$3' ?6%?' ?63' "#*7*&%1' :";*?*"&' *;' &"?' :#3$*C%?3$' -:"&'
3?6*C%1'&3-?#%1*?Ab'2-?'$3K3&$';-C6';?*:-1%?*"&;'*&'G*#?-3'"K'?63*#'23*&7')*$31A/631$'
*&?-*?*G3'%;;-4:?*"&;N'@%)1;'1*.3)*;3'%#7-3;'?6%?';-C6':#3$*C%?3;'%#3'&3C3;;%#A'
?"'3&;-#3'C3#?%*&'3?6*C%1'C"&;?#%*&?;`N'!-;?*C3'%;'K%*#&3;;'*;'%1;"';%*$'?"'%C6*3G3'?63'
;?%?3$'7"%1'"K';?%2*1*?AS'23C%-;3'*?'*;';-::"#?%213'2A'3G3#A't#3%;"&%213':3#;"&QoM'
#37%#$13;;'"K'?63*#'#3;:3C?*G3'#3%;"&%213'C"4:#363&;*G3'G*3);N'=-C6';-::"#?')"-1$'
23'K"#?6C"4*&7'23C%-;3'#3%;"&%213':3#;"&;'%#3'$3'&3$M'2A'@%)1;M'%;'#3C"7&*;*&7'
4"#%1' 3g-%1*?A' %&$' ?63' :1-#%1*?A' "K' #3%;"&%213' C"4:#363&;*G3' $"C?#*&3;N' =-C6'
$"C?#*&3;'%#3'K"#4-1%?3$'2A'?63"#3?*C%1'#3%;"&'%&$':#%C?*C%1'#3%;"&M';"'?6%?'?63A'

_@%)1;M'!NM'_aooN':N'[b[
[U2*$N':N'[oa
sRawls, J., 1999. pp. 512, 587
^U2*$N':N'b__
bU2*$N':N'bRS
`Ibid. p. 512
SU2*$N':N'`
oU2*$N':N'_[
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4. A Possibilist Solution 
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The Cognitive Command Constraint in Wright’s “Truth 
and Objectivity”
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(2) Williamson’s Original Trivializing Argument 
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#3&$3#'4"#3':#3C*;3'"-#'*&?-*?*"&'%2"-?')6%?'*?'*;'K"#'%'$*;C"-#;3'?"'23'73&-*&31A'
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4-;?'*&G"1G3'?63'K%-1?A'":3#%?*"&'"K'?63'K%C-1?*3;')3'34:1"A')63&'7%?63#*&7'%&$'
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:#*&C*:13'independently appreciable';6"#?C"4*&7Mi';"43'$3K3C?'"#'*4:#":#*3?AM'h*&'
?63'7#"-&$*&7'"K'?6%?'":*&*"&i'j_aa[2M'ss`kN'>"#3"G3#M'J#*76?':"*&?;'"-?M':#"G*$*&7'
?6*;'7-%#%&?33')*11'#3g-*#3';-2;?%&?*%1':6*1";":6*C%1')"#.M'%&$'%&A"&3')6"'?6*&.;'
?6%?'%'7*G3&'$*;C"-#;3'K%*1;'?"'3W3#?'("7&*?*G3'("44%&$')*11'231*3G3'?6%?'&"';-C6'
7-%#%&?33'C%&'23'6%$N'86-;M'J#*76?'C"&C1-$3;'?6%?'("7&*?*G3'("44%&$'*;'&"?'h":3&'
?"'?#*G*%1*E%?*"&i'*&'?63')%A'?6#3%?3&3$'2A'J*11*%4;"&Q;'%#7-43&?M';*&C3'hC1%*4*&7'
("7&*?*G3'("44%&$'K"#'%'$*;C"-#;3'*;'%'C"44*?43&?'?"';3#*"-;':6*1";":6AM'%&$'*;'
$3K3%;*213'2A'%'K%*1-#3'?"'$*;C6%#73'?6%?'C"44*?43&?i'j_aa[2M'_b_kN'
I")3G3#M'*?'*;'&"?'C13%#'J#*76?Q;'#3;:"&;3'?"'J*11*%4;"&Q;'"#*7*&%1'?#*G*%1*E*&7'

%#7-43&?' ;-CC3;;K-11A'21"C.;'J*11*%4;"&Q;N' U&' K%C?M' %;'J*11*%4;"&' j_aa[%M'_^Rk'
:"*&?;'"-?M'J#*76?Q;' #3;:"&;3' ?"' ?63' ?#*G*%1*E*&7'%#7-43&?' ;334;'h"KK' ?63':"*&?Ni'
@3C%11'?6%?'J#*76?'#3;:"&$;'?"'?63'"2T3C?*"&'2A'%#7-*&7'?6%?'%&'3KK3C?*G3'$3K3&;3'"K'?63

_B"?3M';*4*1%#1AM'?6%?'*K'?63',%)'"K'FWC1-$3$'>*$$13'j,F>k'6"1$;'K"#'%'$*;C"-#;3'DM'?63&'?6%?'$*;C"-#;3'
)*11'%1;"';%?*;KA'("7&*?*G3'("44%&$N'H"#';-::";3'?6%?'K"#';"43';?%?343&?'p'*&'DM'$*;:-?%&?'5'T-$73;'p'%&$'
$*;:-?%&?'D'T-$73;'&"?/pN'DA',F>'j*&'DkM')3'.&")'?6%?'j*k'p'&'&"?/p'*;'trueDN'D-?'*K'p'*;'trueDM'?63&'DM'23*&7'
*&'3##"#'%2"-?'?63'?#-?6'"K'pM'*;'7-*1?A'"K'%'C"7&*?*G3';6"#?C"4*&7l'%&$'*K'&"?/p'*;'trueDM'?63&'5'*;';*4*1%#1A'7-*1?A'
"K'%'C"7&*?*G3';6"#?C"4*&7N'="M'2A'$*;T-&C?*"&'31*4*&%?*"&M')3'C%&'C"&C1-$3'K#"4'j*k'?6%?'?63'$*;:-?3'*&G"1G3;'
;"43?6*&7')"#?6'#37%#$*&7'%;'%'C"7&*?*G3';6"#?C"4*&7'%&$'?6-;'?6%?'D';%?*;'3;'("7&*?*G3'("44%&$N



C1%*4'?6%?'("7&*?*G3'("44%&$'*;'43?'K"#'%'$*;C"-#;3'4-;?';6")'3*?63#'j*k'?6%?'?#-?6'
*&'?63'$*;C"-#;3'*;'&"?'3:*;?34*C%11A'C"&;?#%*&3$'"#'j**k'?6%?'?#-?6'*&'?63'$*;C"-#;3'*;'
3:*;?34*C%11A'C"&;?#%*&3$'%&$'$*;%7#3343&?;'K"#4-1%?3$')*?6*&'?63'$*;C"-#;3'*&G"1G3'
%'$3K3C?'"#'*4:#":#*3?A'*&'?63'4%&&3#'*&')6*C6'"&3'"K'?63'$*;:-?%&?;'$3?3#4*&3$'?63'
?#-?6'G%1-3'"K'?63'$*;:-?3$';?%?343&?N'86-;M'J#*76?':"*&?;'"-?M'%'$*;C"-#;3'C%&&"?'
trivially'3W3#?'("7&*?*G3'("44%&$';*&C3'2"?6':";;*213'$3K3&;3;'"K'?63'C1%*4'?6%?'
?63'C"&;?#%*&?'*;'43?'#3g-*#3';-2;?%&?*%1':6*1";":6*C%1')"#.N'I")3G3#M'J*11*%4;"&Q;'
"2T3C?*"&')%;'not'?6%?'*K'%'$*;C"-#;3';%?*;'3;'("7&*?*G3'("44%&$M'?63&'*?'4-;?'$"'
;"' K"#' ?63' trivial' #3%;"&' ?6%?' $*;%7#3343&?;' K"#4-1%?3$')*?6*&' ?63' $*;C"-#;3' %#3'
%??#*2-?%213'?"'"&3'"#'"?63#'"K'?63'$*;:-?%&?;'23*&7'*&'*7&"#%&C3'"#'3##"#'%2"-?'?63'
?#-?6' G%1-3' "K' ?63' $*;:-?3$' ;?%?343&?N' @%?63#M' ?63' "2T3C?*"&' )%;' ?6%?' ("7&*?*G3'
("44%&$'*;'itself ?#*G*%11A';%?*;'3$N'5&$')6*13'*?'4%A'23'C"##3C?'K"#'J#*76?'?"':"*&?'
"-?'?6%?'"&3Q;'6"1$*&7'%&'-&?#-3'":*&*"&'*&'%'$*;C"-#;3')63#3'?#-?6'*;'3:*;?34*C%11A'
C"&;?#%*&3$')*11'*&G"1G3'%'K%*1-#3'?"'K-11A'3W3#C*;3'"&3Q;'C%:%C*?*3;'K"#'$3?3#4*&*&7'
?63'?#-?6'G%1-3'"K'?63'":*&3$';?%?343&?M'?6*;'$"3;'&"?':#3G3&?'?63'43#3'holding of 
an untrue opinion'*?;31K'K#"4'%1#3%$A'C"&;?*?-?*&7'%'C"7&*?*G3';6"#?C"4*&7N'86-;M'
J*11*%4;"&'4%*&?%*&;M')*?6"-?'4"$*KA*&7'?63'&"?*"&'"K'cognitive shortcoming';"'
%;'?"'21"C.'?63'"#*7*&%1'?#*G*%1*E*&7'%#7-43&?M'?63'?#*G*%1*E*&7'%#7-43&?';6");'?6%?'
3G3#A'$*;C"-#;3';-;?%*&*&7'?63'$3'&*?*"&'"K'%'4*&*4%1'?#-?6':#3$*C%?3')*11'?#*G*%11A'
;%?*;KA'("7&*?*G3'("44%&$N'U')*11'&"?'63#3'K-#?63#'%;;3;;'?63'K"#C3'"K'J*11*%4;"&Q;'
?#*G*%1*E*&7'%#7-43&?'"#' ?63'C"##3C?&3;;'"K'J#*76?Q;'#3;:"&;3N'@%?63#M' U')*11'&")'
?-#&' $*#3C?1A' ?"' ?63' reductio' %#7-43&?' "K' =6%:*#"' %&$'8%;C63.M' K"#M' %;')3' ;6%11'
;33M'J#*76?Q;'intuitionistic'#3;:"&;3'?"'#3$-C?*"'%#7-43&?';3#G3;'3g-%11A')311'%;'%'
#3;:"&;3'?"'?63'?#*G*%1*E*&7'%#7-43&?'#%*;3$'2A'J*11*%4;"&N'

(3) Shapiro and Taschek’s Reductio and Wright’s Intuitionistic 
Response 

U&' ?6*;' ;3C?*"&M' U' )*11' $*;C-;;' =6%:*#"' %&$' 8%;C63.Q;' reductio' %#7-43&?' ?6%?'
("7&*?*G3'("44%&$'*;'also'?#*G*%11A';%?*;'3$'2A'$*;C"-#;3;')6";3'?#-?6':#3$*C%?3'
*;' 3:*;?34*C%11A' C"&;?#%*&3$N'5K?3#' $*;C-;;*&7'J#*76?Q;' intuitionistic' #3;:"&;3' ?"'
?63'reducti"'%#7-43&?M'U')*11'3W%4*&3'%&'%#7-43&?'%7%*&;?'J#*76?Q;'#3;:"&;3M'%&$'U'
)*11';6")')6A'?6*;'K-#?63#'%#7-43&?'K%*1;N'U')*11'?63&'%;;3;;')6%?')3'C%&'13%#&'K#"4'
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?63'K%*13$'%#7-43&?'%2"-?'("7&*?*G3'("44%&$N'H*&%11AM'%;'J#*76?Q; intuitionistic 
#3;:"&;3'#3g-*#3;'-;'?"'#3G*;3'?63'"#*7*&%1'$*;?*&C?*"&'23?)33&'$*;C"-#;3;'?6%?';%?*;KA'
("7&*?*G3'("44%&$'%&$'?6";3'?6%?'$"'&"?M'U')*11'C"&C1-$3'2A'$*;C-;;*&7'?63'anti-
realist' K3%?-#3'"K'%'$*;C"-#;3' ?6%?' *;' #37*;?3#3$'2A' *?;' K%*1*&7' ?"' ;%?*;KA'("7&*?*G3'
("44%&$N'
8%;C63.'%&$'=6%:*#"'j_aa`M'obk':#3;3&?'?63'K"11")*&7'G%#*%?*"&'"K'J*11*%4;"&Q;'

%#7-43&?'?"';6")'?6%?'("7&*?*G3'("44%&$'*;'?#*G*%11A';%?*;'3$'K"#'$*;C"-#;3;')63#3'
?#-?6'*;'3:*;?34*C%11A'C"&;?#%*&3$m'=-::";3'?6%?'K"#';"43'$*;C"-#;3'D'?6%?'%$4*?;'"K'
%'4*&*4%1'?#-?6':#3$*C%?3'trueDM'?6*;'&"?*"&'"K'?#-?6'":3#%?*G3'*&'D'*;'3:*;?34*C%11A'
C"&;?#%*&3$M' ;"' ?6%?' K"#' %&A' ;?%?343&?' s' *&'DM' *K' s' j*;' ?#-3kM' ?63&' s' *;' .&")%213N'
B")'%;;-43'?6%?'?63'D'K%*1;'?"'3W3#?'C"7&*?*G3'C"44%&$l';"'K"#';"43';?%?343&?'
p'*&'DM';-2T3C?'A'231*3G3;'j":*&3;'"#'T-$73;k'p'%&$';-2T3C?'B'231*3G3;'j":*&3;'"#'
T-$73;k'&"?/pM' A3?'&3*?63#'$*;:-?%&?'6%;' *4:1343&?3$' ?63'43%&;' K"#'$3?3#4*&*&7'
?63'?#-?6'G%1-3'"K'p'*&'%'13;;'?6%&'":?*4%1')%AN'D-?'&")'%;;-43'pN'U?'K"11");'K#"4'
?6*;'%;;-4:?*"&'%&$'?63'C"&$*?*"&'"K'3:*;?34*C'C"&;?#%*&?'?6%?'p'*;'.&")%213N'D-?'
?63&'B' 231*3G3;' ?63'&37%?*"&'"K'%' ;?%?343&?' ?6%?' *;'2"?6' ?#-3'%&$'.&")%213M' %&$'
?6-;'B';-KK3#;'%'C"7&*?*G3';6"#?C"4*&7M'C"&?#%$*C?*&7'?63'%;;-4:?*"&'?6%?'C"7&*?*G3'
C"44%&$'K%*1;'K"#'DN'="')3'4-;?'#3T3C?'?63'%;;-4:?*"&'%&$'*&K3#'&"?/pN'D-?'?63&'%'
;A443?#*C'%#7-43&?';6");'?6%?'A';-KK3#;'%'C"7&*?*G3';6"#?C"4*&7M';*&C3'A'231*3G3;'
;"43?6*&7')6";3'&37%?*"&'*;'2"?6'?#-3'%&$'.&")%213M'%7%*&'C"&?#%$*C?*&7'?63'K%C?'
?6%?'D'3W6*2*?;'C"7&*?*G3'C"44%&$N'86-;')3'4-;?'#3T3C?'"-#'*&*?*%1'%;;-4:?*"&'%&$'
C"&C1-$3'?6%?'D'$"3;'&"?'K%*1'?"'3W3#?'C"7&*?*G3'C"44%&$N'5&$';*&C3'?6*;'reductio'
%#7-43&?'6"1$;'K"#'%&A'$*;C"-#;3'*&')6*C6'?63'?#-?6'"K';?%?343&?;'*;'3:*;?34*C%11A'
C"&;?#%*&3$M')3'C%&'C"&C1-$3'a priori'?6%?'%&A'$*;C"-#;3')63#3'?#-?6'*;'3:*;?34*C%11A'
C"&;?#%*&3$')*11'?#*G*%11A';%?*;KA'("7&*?*G3'("44%&$N'
U?'*;'*4:"#?%&?'?"'&"?3'?6%?'?63'C"7&*?*G3';6"#?C"4*&7;'%??#*2-?3$'?"'?63'$*;:-?%&?;'

?6#"-76"-?' ?63' C"-#;3' "K' ?63' %2"G3' %#7-43&?' %#3' *&' K%C?' ;6"#?C"4*&7;' ?6%?' %#3'
%::#3C*%213' independently'"K' ?63'43#3' K%C?'"K'$*;%7#3343&?N'H"#' *K'p' *;' ?#-3'%&$'
B' 231*3G3;'&"?/pM' ?63'C"7&*?*G3' ;6"#?C"4*&7'3&$-#3$'2A'B' $"3;'&"?' *&G"1G3'%&A'
43&?*"&'"K'6*;':%#?*C*:%?*&7'*&'%'$*;:-?3')*?6'AN'863'#3;-1?'*;'%&%1"7"-;'*K'&"?/p'
*;' ?#-3' %&$'A' 231*3G3;'pN' ="' *K' =6%:*#"' %&$'8%;C63.Q;' "2T3C?*"&' ;?%&$;M' ?63&' *?M'
?"73?63#')*?6'J*11*%4;"&Q;'"#*7*&%1'?#*G*%1*E*&7'%#7-43&?M')*11';6")'?6%?'("7&*?*G3'
("44%&$' *;' *&' K%C?' ;%?*;'3$' 2A'any'4*&*4%11A' ?#-?6/%:?' $*;C"-#;3N' ,3?' -;' &")'

863'("7&*?*G3'("44%&$'@3;?#%*&?'*&'J#*76?Q;'h8#-?6'%&$'X2T3C?*G*?Ai' `_



3W%4*&3'6")'J#*76?'#3;:"&$;'?"'=6%:*#"'%&$'8%;C63.Q;'"2T3C?*"&N'
J#*76?' #3;:"&$;' ?"' ?63' "2T3C?*"&' 2A' *&;*;?*&7' ?6%?')3' ;6"-1$' #3T3C?' ?63''&%1M'

classical' *&K3#3&C3_' "K' ?63' %#7-43&?M' )6*C6' :-#:"#?;' ?"' 3;?%21*;6' ?6%?' C"7&*?*G3'
C"44%&$'*;';%?*;'3$'2A'%'$*;C"-#;3';*&C3M'*&'?6%?'$*;C"-#;3M'("7&*?*G3'("44%&$'
C%&&"?'23';%*$'?"'K%*1N'8"'4"?*G%?3'?6*;'#3;:"&;3M'J#*76?'%#7-3;'?6%?'?63#3'*;'7""$'
#3%;"&'?"'3&$"#;3'?63'$*;?*&C?*"&'23?)33&'%'$*;C"-#;3Q;'not failing ?"';%?*;KA'C"7&*?*G3'
C"44%&$'%&$'"-#'6%G*&7'%&'%':#*"#*'7-%#%&?33'?6%?'?63'C"&$*?*"&'*;'43?N'
J#*76?' j_aa[%M' ss^/bk' C13%#1A' %C.&")13$73;' ?6%?' ?63' reductio' %#7-43&?'

K"#C3;'-;' ?"'$3&A' ?6%?'&"'C"7&*?*G3';6"#?C"4*&7' *;' *&G"1G3$' *&'$*;:-?3;'23?)33&'
*&$*G*$-%1;'6"1$*&7'C"&?#%$*C?"#A'231*3K;'*&'%'$*;C"-#;3')63#3'?#-?6'*;'3:*;?34*C%11A'
C"&;?#%*&3$N'I")3G3#M'J#*76?'%#7-3;'?6%?'?6*;'C"&C1-;*"&';*4:1A'43%&;'?6%?'h?63#3'
C%&'23'&"'4%&$%?3'K"#'?63'C1%*4'?6%?'no';6"#?C"4*&7'*;'*&G"1G3$Mi'%&$'?6-;'?6%?'*?'*;'
h:3#4*;;*213'?"'?6*&.'?6%?'C"7&*?*G3';6"#?C"4*&7'*;'*&G"1G3$'*&'?63'$*;:-?3i'j_aa[%M'
ss^kN'5&$' 63' %#7-3;' ?6%?' ?6*;' %1"&3' *;' &"?' ;-K'C*3&?' ?"' 7-%#%&?33' ?6%?' C"7&*?*G3'
C"44%&$'*;';%?*;'3$N'H"#'?63';%?*;K%C?*"&'"K'C"7&*?*G3'C"44%&$'#3g-*#3;'3W:1*C*?1A'
?6%?')3'6%G3'%&'a priori guarantee'?6%?'&"'C"7&*?*G3';6"#?C"4*&7'*;'*&G"1G3$'*&'?63'
$*;:-?3M'%&$'*?;'23*&7':3#4*;;*213'?"'%;;3#?'%;'4-C6'$"3;'&"?'7*G3'-;'?63'#3g-*;*?3'
7-%#%&?33M':#"G*$3$'?6%?')3'$"'&"?'%11")'%'h$"-213'&37%?*"&'31*4*&%?*"&';?3:'"&'?63'
*443$*%?3'C"&C1-;*"&'"K'?63'reductioi'jss^kN'86-;M'J#*76?'C"&C1-$3;M'?63'#313G%&?'
$*;?*&C?*"&'23?)33&'$*;C"-#;3;'?6%?'3W3#?'("7&*?*G3'("44%&$'%&$'?6";3'?6%?'$"'&"?'
*;'%'$*;?*&C?*"&'23?)33&'h?6";3')63#3*&'$*;%7#3343&?;'4-;?M';-2T3C?' ?"' ?63'"?63#'
q:#"G*;"r'C"&$*?*"&;M'23'%;C#*23$'?"'C"7&*?*G3';6"#?C"4*&7'%&$'?6";3')6*C6'4%.3'
:";;*213'$*;%7#3343&?;'K"#')6*C6';-C6'%&'%;C#*:?*"&'*;'&"?'4%&$%?3$i'j_aa[%M'ssbkN'
U&'"?63#')"#$;M'%'$*;C"-#;3' ?6%?'does not'3W3#?'("7&*?*G3'("44%&$' *;'&"?'"&3' *&'
)6*C6'*?'*;':";;*213'?"'K"#4-1%?3'$*;%7#3343&?;'?6%?'*&G"1G3'&"?6*&7')"#?6'#37%#$*&7'
%;'%'C"7&*?*G3';6"#?C"4*&7M';*&C3'?6*;'*;'&3G3#'?63'C%;3M'2-?'#%?63#'*?'*;'"&3'*&')6*C6'
*?'*;':";;*213'?"'K"#4-1%?3'$*;%7#3343&?;')*?6'#3;:3C?'?"')6*C6'?63#3'*;'&"'mandate'
K"#'?63'C1%*4'?6%?';"43'C"7&*?*G3';6"#?C"4*&7'*;'*&G"1G3$N'5&$M'J#*76?'C"&C1-$3;M'
h?6%?'*;'3W%C?1A'%;'*?';6"-1$'23'*K'C"&'*C?*&7'":*&*"&;'%#3':3#4*;;*213i'j_aa[%M'ssbkNU'
)*11'&")'C"&;*$3#'%':"?3&?*%1'"2T3C?*"&' ?"'J#*76?Q;' intuitionistic' #3;:"&;3M'%&$'U'
)*11'3W%4*&3')6A'?63'"2T3C?*"&'K%*1;N'<*;C-;;*&7'?6*;'K%*13$'"2T3C?*"&'*;'*&?3#3;?*&7

_86*;'*&K3#3&C3'*;'%&'*&;?%&C3'"K double negation eliminationM')6*C6'*;'&"?' intuitionistically'G%1*$N'B"?3M'
6")3G3#M'?6%?'%11'"K'?63';?3:;'*&'?63'reductio'%#7-43&?'are'*&?-*?*"&*;?*C%11A'G%1*$M'3WC3:?'K"#'?63''&%1';?3:N
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*&;"K%#'%;'*?'4%.3;'4"#3':#3C*;3'J#*76?Q;'$*;?*&C?*"&'23?)33&'$*;C"-#;3;'?6%?'$"'&"?'
K%*1'?"';%?*;KA'("7&*?*G3'("44%&$'%&$'?6";3'?6%?'%C?-%11A';-CC33$'*&'433?*&7'?63'
C"&;?#%*&?N'5'K-#?63#'-:;6"?'"K'?63'K%*13$'"2T3C?*"&'*;'?63&'?6%?'*?'631:;'?"'*&$*C%?3'
)6%?'4-;?'23'%CC"4:1*;63$'*&'"#$3#'?"'3;?%21*;6'?6%?'%'$*;C"-#;3'$"3;'&"?';-CC33$'
*&';%?*;KA*&7'("7&*?*G3'("44%&$N'
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Interview with Ned Block,
New York University

L#"K3;;"#'D1"C.'6%;')#*??3&'3W?3&;*G31A'"&'%'&-423#'"K' ?":*C;' *&' ?63':6*1";":6A'"K'4*&$M' K#"4'
C"&;C*"-;&3;;'?"'C"7&*?*G3';C*3&C3M'%&$'*;':%#?*C-1%#1A'.&")&'K"#'6*;')"#.'"&'H-&C?*"&%1*;4N'>%&A'
"K'6*;':%:3#;'%#3'C"113C?3$'*&'Consciousness, Functionalism, and Representation'j[RRSkN'86*;'*&?3#/
G*3)')%;'C"&$-C?3$'*&'B3)'I%G3&'"&'>%#C6'`?6M'[RRSN

The Yale Philosophy Review:' You’re a professor of both philosophy and 
psychology. I’m curious what you see as the connection between these two  elds 
and, more broadly, what you think science has to contribute to philosophy or vice 
versa. And maybe even what role remains for the methods of traditional philosophy 
in contemporary philosophy of mind.

Ned Block:'X.%AM' ;"' K#"4' ?63':"*&?'"K'G*3)'"K' %':6*1";":63#' U' ?6*&.' ?6%?' %' 1"?'
"K' ?63'4";?' *&?3#3;?*&7' *;;-3;' *&':6*1";":6A'"K'4*&$'%#3' ?63'"&3;' ?6%?'%#3':%#?1A'
34:*#*C%1N'86%?Q;'C3#?%*&1A'?#-3'K"#'C"&;C*"-;&3;;M')63#3'?63')"#.'?6%?Q;'23*&7'$"&3'
*&'&3-#";C*3&C3'*;'#3G"1-?*"&*E*&7'"-#')%A'"K'?6*&.*&7'%2"-?'C"&;C*"-;&3;;N'U'?6*&.'
?6*;'6%;'233&'"2G*"-;'K"#'%'#3%11A'1"&7'?*43N'U'$"&Q?'.&")'*K'A"-'7-A;'6%G3'#3%$'
8"4'B%731Q;'_aS_':%:3#'"&'2#%*&'2*;3C?*"&M'C%113$'hD#%*&'D*;3C?*"&'%&$'P&*?A'"K'
("&;C*"-;&3;;Ni'I3'1"".;'%?' ?63;3'C%;3;'"K':3":13')6";3'?)"'634*;:63#3;'6%G3'
233&';-#7*C%11A';3:%#%?3$'?"'.33:'3:*13:;A'K#"4'4"G*&7'K#"4'"&3'634*;:63#3'?"'
?63' "?63#N'I3' %#7-3;' #%?63#' :3#;-%;*G31A' ?6%?' ?6*;' &3-#";C*3&C3' 3G*$3&C3' C#3%?3;'
:#"2134;' K"#' "-#' C"&C3:?' "K' %' :3#;"&O;"' ?63#3Q;' %' :6*1";":6*C%1' *;;-3' )63#3'
&3-#";C*3&C3'C6%&73;'3G3#A?6*&7'*&'?3#4;'"K'?63')%A'A"-'6%G3'?"'?6*&.'%2"-?'*?N'
863#3Q;'%&"?63#')%A'*&')6*C6'?63';C*3&C3;'"K'?63'4*&$'*4:*&73M')6*C6'*;'?6%?'?63A'
%11")'A"-' ?"' C1%#*KA'A"-#' C"&C3:?;M' ;"' *&'4A' ?%1.' ?"$%A' U')%;' ?%1.*&7'%2"-?' ?63'
#31%?*"&'23?)33&' C"&;C*"-;&3;;' %&$' %CC3;;*2*1*?AM')6*C6M' *&' "&3')%A'"#' %&"?63#M'
T-;?' 6%;' 233&' *&G"1G3$' *&' %14";?' 3G3#A?6*&7' ?6%?' :6*1";":63#;' 6%G3' $"&3' "&'
C"&;C*"-;&3;;N'J"#.'*&'?63';C*3&C3;'"K'?63'4*&$';-773;?;'?6%?'?63#3'%#3'%'&-423#'
"K' $*KK3#3&?' &"?*"&;' "K' %CC3;;*2*1*?A' ?6%?')3' 6%G3' ?"' $*;?*&7-*;6' %&$' ?63A' ?311' -;'
;"43?6*&7'%2"-?' ?63*#':#":3#?*3;M' %&$' ?6%?Q;' C3#?%*&1A'G3#A' *4:"#?%&?' *&' ?6*&.*&7'



%2"-?'?63'#31%?*"&;6*:'23?)33&'C"&;C*"-;&3;;'%&$'%CC3;;*2*1*?AN'U&'"?63#'%#3%;'1*.3'
C"&C3:?;M'K"#'3W%4:13M'A"-'.&")M';"43'%::#3C*%?*"&'"K'?63':;AC6"1"7*C%1'1*&7-*;?*C;'
)"#.'"&'C"&C3:?;'631:;'-;'?6*&.'%2"-?'&"?'"&1A'?#%$*?*"&%1':6*1";":6*C%1':#"2134;'
2-?'%2"-?'C"&C3:?-%1'*;;-3;'#31%?3$'?"'?#%$*?*"&%1':#"2134;'?6%?'C"43'-:'*&';"43'
&3)')%A')63&'A"-'1"".'%?'?63';C*3&C3;N'

YPR:'Do you think there’s any room today for philosophy devoid of empirical 
evidence?

NB:' U'6%G3'%1)%A;'6%$' ?)"';?#3%4;'"K')"#.m'"&3'#31%?*G31A'h%#4C6%*#i'%&$'"&3'
#31%?*G31A'34:*#*C%1N'="'K"#'="'K"#'3W%4:13M'UQG3'T-;?'$"&3'%&'%#?*C13'"&'J*??73&;?3*&'
)6*C6'1"".;'%?'*&G3#?3$';:3C?#-4'*;;-3;'%&$'*;'#31%?*G31A'-&34:*#*C%1N'U'?6*&.'?6%?'
*?Q;'#3%11A'%'4%??3#'"K'$37#33'23C%-;3'?63#3Q;'%1)%A;';"43'34:*#*C%1'#313G%&C3O%;'
;""&'%;'A"-';?%#?'?%1.*&7'%2"-?M'K"#'3W%4:13M'%&A?6*&7'?"'$"')*?6'C"1"#M'A"-'6%G3'
?"'1"".'%?'?63'34:*#*C%1')"#.'"&'C"1"#N'86%?'6%;'?"'%?'13%;?'23'*&'?63'2%C.7#"-&$M'
%&$'UQG3')#*??3&':13&?A'"K'?6*&7;'?6%?'%#3':#3??A'a priori'2-?'&"?'#3%11A'C"4:13?31A'a 
prioriN'863':%#?;'"K'*?'?6%?'%#3'C"4:13?31A'a priori'%#3'4-C6'13;;'*&?3#3;?*&7'?"'43'
?6%&'?63':%#?;'?6%?'%#3&Q?';"'a prioriN'

YPR:'To jump to a related question, then, what do you think of recent work in what 
is called “experimental philosophy”?

NB:' UQ4' K%G"#%21A' $*;:";3$' *&' :#*&C*:13M' 2-?' *?' $3:3&$;' )6%?' A"-' 43%&' 2A'
3W:3#*43&?%1':6*1";":6AN'="M'"&3'?6*&7'?6%?':3":13'C%11'3W:3#*43&?%1':6*1";":6A'
*;M' A"-'7"' %&$' %;.':3":13' g-3;?*"&;' %2"-?' ?63*#' *&?-*?*"&;' %2"-?' .&")13$73M' K"#'
3W%4:13N'L6*1";":63#;';%A'*&'"#$3#'K"#'A"-'?"'.&")';"43?6*&7M'*?Q;'&3C3;;%#A'?6%?'
*?'23'?#-3'?6%?'A"-'231*3G3'*?M'%&$'?6%?'A"-Q#3'T-;?*'3$'*&'231*3G*&7'*?N'D-?':3":13'
"K?3&';%A' ?63A'.&3)';"43?6*&7' ?6%?' ?-#&3$'"-?' ?"'23'K%1;3' ?6%?' ?63A')3#3' ?"?%11A'
C3#?%*&' %2"-?N'863':#"2134')*?6' ' g-3;?*"&&%*#3;' *;' ?6%?' :6*1";":63#;' %#3' ?#%*&3$'
*&'?63;3'*&?-*?*"&;M'%&$')63&'A"-'%;.':3":13'A"-'6%G3'?"';"#?'"K'?#%*&'?634'?"'73?'
?634'?"'-&$3#;?%&$'?63'$*KK3#3&C3M'K"#'3W%4:13M'23?)33&'%';34%&?*C'*&?-*?*"&'%&$'%'
:#%74%?*C'*&?-*?*"&N'U'$"&Q?'.&")'*K'?6%?'.*&$'"K'?6*&7'*;'#3%11A'7"*&7'?"')"#.M';*&C3'
U'6%G3&Q?'#3%11A';?-$*3$'*?N'D-?';"43'G3#A';4%#?':3":13'%#3'3&7%73$'*&'*?N'5&"?63#'
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?6*&7':3":13';"43?*43;'*&C1-$3'*&'h3W:3#*43&?%1':6*1";":6Ai'*;'%&'3W:3#*43&?%1'
%::#"%C6'?"'h4"#%1':;AC6"1"7AMi')63#3'A"-'1"".'%?')6%?'%&;)3#;':3":13'7*G3'?"'
4"#%1'g-3;?*"&;'%&$')6%?'6%::3&;' *&' ?63*#'2#%*&;')63&' ?63A'%#3'%&;)3#*&7N'H"#'
3W%4:13M'!";6']#33&'%&$'>%#.'I%-;3#'%?'I%#G%#$'%#3'$"*&7'?6*;'.*&$'"K')"#.N'!";6'
6%;'%'L6<'*&':6*1";":6A'%&$'63'6%;'%'T"2'*&'%':;AC6"1"7A'$3:%#?43&?N''B")M'?63#3'
U'?6*&.'A"-'C%&''&$';"43'?6*&7;'?6%?'%#3'G3#A'#313G%&?'?"'6")':3":13';6"-1$'?6*&.'
%2"-?'3?6*C;N'863'4%C6*&3#AM'?63'43C6%&*;4;'?6%?'73&3#%?3'"-#'4"#%1'*&?-*?*"&;'%#3'
&"?'*##313G%&?'?"'?63'#%?*"&%1*?A'"K'?6";3'4"#%1'*&?-*?*"&;N'="'U'?6*&.'?6%?Q;':"?3&?*%11A'
G3#A'3WC*?*&7')"#.N'

YPR:' Cognitive science has sometimes been criticized as having problematic 
theoretical grounds. Some have called it too empirical, and some have called it 
too philosophical. I’m wondering how you would reply to that and whether you 
think there’s any truth to that. Is there any room for improvement in the theoretical 
underpinnings of cognitive science, or do you think these criticisms are mostly 
unfounded?

NB:' U')"-1$'$*;?*&7-*;6'23?)33&'C#*?*C*E*&7'C"7&*?*G3';C*3&C3'%;'%''31$'%&$' ?63'
)"#.'$"&3'2A'*&$*G*$-%1'C"7&*?*G3';C*3&?*;?;N'U&$*G*$-%1'C"7&*?*G3';C*3&?*;?;M' 1*.3'
*&$*G*$-%1':6*1";":63#;M'%#3'"K?3&'C"&K-;3$N'D-?M'%;'%''31$M'U'?6*&.'?63''31$'*;')311'
7#"-&$3$'3&"-76N'U?Q;';?*11'%''31$'?6%?Q;'4"G*&7'K#"4')6%?'9-6&')"-1$'6%G3'C%113$'
%':#3/:%#%$*74';?%73'*&?"'%':%#%$*74';?%73N'="'?63#3Q;';?*11'%';-2;?%&?*%1'%4"-&?'
"K' $*;%7#3343&?' %4"&7' :;AC6"1"7*;?;' %2"-?' 3W%C?1A')6%?' ?63' #*76?'43?6"$;' %#3'
%&$'%'1"?'?"'23'$"&3'*&'C1%#*KA*&7'%;;-4:?*"&;N'D-?'?63#3Q;'%11'.*&$;'"K')"&$3#K-1M'
*&?3#3;?*&7';?-KK' *&'C"7&*?*G3';C*3&C3'%&$'U' ?6*&.' *?Q;'$"*&7'G3#A')311'%;';C*3&C3;'
7"N'

YPR: Do you think that at some point people will be trained as cognitive scientists, 
versus, as far as I understand it, people from different  elds coming together and 
contributing?

NB:'J63&'C"7&*?*G3';C*3&C3''#;?'?"".'"&'?6%?'&%43'*&'?63';3G3&?*3;'?63#3')%;'%'
1"?'"K'$*;C-;;*"&'"K')63?63#'?63#3';6"-1$'23'C"7&*?*G3';C*3&C3'$3:%#?43&?;N'>";?'

U&?3#G*3)' Ss



:3":13')*?6'L6<;'*&'C"7&*?*G3';C*3&C3'C"-1$&Q?'73?'T"2;'3WC3:?'*&'C"7&*?*G3';C*3&C3'
$3:%#?43&?;N'U?Q;'%'73&3#%1':#"2134'%2"-?'C#3%?*&7'%'&3)'$3:%#?43&?'*&'%&A?6*&7M'
?6%?'*?Q;'G3#A'$*K'C-1?'K"#':3":13'?"'73?'T"2;'"-?;*$3'"K'?63''31$'*&')6*C6'?63A'3%#&3$'
?63*#'L6<N'="'*?Q;'6%#$'?"'73?'?634';?%#?3$l'?63#3Q;'%'2""?;?#%::*&7':#"2134M'A"-'6%G3'
?"';"436")'73?'"KK'?63'7#"-&$N'863#3'%#3'%'C"-:13'C"7&*?*G3';C*3&C3'$3:%#?43&?;M'
&"?'4%&AM'2-?'?63#3')"&Q?'23'4%&A'L6<':#"7#%4;'-&?*1'?63#3'%#3'4"#3N'

YPR:'I have read that you’ve expressed optimism as to the possibility of closing the 
explanatory gap between mind and body. What would you consider the strongest 
reply to someone who claimed it’s an unsolvable problem?

NB:'U'$"&Q?'6%G3'%&A':";*?*G3'%#7-43&?'?6%?'*?Q;';"1G%213M'2-?'&3*?63#'$"'U'?6*&.'?63'
%#7-43&?;'?6%?'*?Q;'-&C1";%213'%#3'%&A'7""$N'="'U'?6*&.'*?'#34%*&;'%&'":3&'*;;-3N'UK'*?'
*;'?"'23'C1";3$M'*?Q;'"&1A'7"*&7'?"'23'G*%'*$3%;'?6%?'%#*;3'*&''&$*&7';"1-?*"&;'?"'h3%;Ai'
:#"2134;M';"'*&G3;?*7%?*&7':#"2134;'*;'?63'43?6"$"1"7A'U')"-1$'#3C"443&$N'863'
3W:1%&%?"#A':#"2134'*;'?63'h6%#$i':#"2134l'?63'h3%;Ai':#"2134;'%#3':#"2134;'?"'$"'
)*?6'K-&C?*"&;'"K'C"&;C*"-;&3;;N'J3Q#3'C3#?%*&1A'13%#&*&7'1"?;'4"#3'%2"-?'G%#*"-;'
K3%?-#3;'"K'C"&;C*"-;&3;;M'*?;'K-&C?*"&;M'6")'*?'#31%?3;'?"'"?63#':%#?;'"K'?63'4*&$N'UK'
)3Q#3'3G3#'7"*&7'?"'C1";3'?63'7%:'*?Q;'7"*&7'?"'23'?6%?')%AN'U'?6*&.'?63#3'%#3'*$3%;'
)3'&33$'?"'6%G3M'2-?'*&'"#$3#'?"'73?'?6";3'*$3%;')3'6%G3'?"')"#.'"&'?63;3'h3%;Ai'
:#"2134;N

YPR: Can you give a rough sketch of the kinds of advances or shifts in ideas that 
would be required to reach that point, or is it impossible to say?
 
NB:'U'?6*&.'?63'23;?')3'6%G3'*;'%&%1"7*3;')*?6'%#3%;'1*.3'1*K3M'K"#'3W%4:13N'5&'"K?3&/
4%$3'%&%1"7A')63#3':3":13'T-;?'$*$&Q?';33'%&A')%A';C*3&C3'C"-1$'3W:1%*&'1*K3M'%&$'
?63&')6%?'6%::3&3$')%;';"43?6*&7'g-*?3'-&%&?*C*:%?3$M'*;'?6%?'%11'?63'K-&C?*"&;'?6%?'
%#3'*&G"1G3$'*&'1*K3'C"-1$'23'7*G3&'%':6A;*C%1'2%;*;M'?63'4";?'*4:"#?%&?'"K')6*C6'
)%;'?63':6A;*C%1'2%;*;'"K'?63'73&3?*C'C"$3N'U'$"&Q?'?6*&.'*?Q;'G3#A'3%;A'?"':#3$*C?'
3W%C?1A')6%?'K"#4'?63'2#3%.?6#"-76;'%#3'7"*&7'?"'23'*&'23K"#3'?63A'6%::3&N'

YPR:'To what extent do you think the problems of consciousness are metaphysical 
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problems? They’re usually thought of as having rami cations for questions of 
personal identity and the ontological status of mind—are there any other points at 
which the philosophy of mind runs into metaphysics?

NB: J311M'?63'4*&$/2"$A':#"2134'*;'%'43?%:6A;*C%1':#"2134N'J6%?'*;'?63'3;;3&C3'"K'
4*&$M'*;'*?'4%?3#*%1M'*;'*?'K-&C?*"&%1M';"-1/;?-KKV'U'?6*&.'?63#3'*;'%'43?%:6A;*C%1'*;;-3'
"K')6%?'4%.3;'%11':%*&;':%*&;M'%;')311'%;'%&'"&?"1"7*C%1'*;;-3'%2"-?'?63'4%?3#*%1'"#'
*44%?3#*%1';?%?-;'"K':%*&l'?6%?Q;'"&3'"K'?63'C3&?#%1'*;;-3;'*&':6*1";":6A'"K'4*&$N'U'
?6*&.'*?Q;''113$')*?6'43?%:6A;*C;N'U'6%G3'233&'13;;'*&?3#3;?3$'*&'?63'3:*;?34"1"7A'"K'
4*&$'%1?6"-76'?6%?'*;'&")'23C"4*&7'%&'%C?*G3'%#3%'"K'#3;3%#C6N

YPR:'Conversely, what responsibility, if any, do you think metaphysics has to 
engage with problems of mind? 

NB:'863''31$;'$"'"G3#1%:M'2-?';"43"&3'C%&';?-$A'*;;-3;'*&'43?%:6A;*C;'?6%?'$"&Q?'
*4:*&73'"&'?63'4*&$m')63?63#'?63#3'%#3'&-423#;M'K"#'3W%4:13N'X&'?63'"?63#'6%&$M'
%&' *;;-3' 1*.3'G%7-3&3;;O?63#3' U' ?6*&.' ?63#3Q;'4"#3'C"&?%C?N' U' ?6*&.';"43' *;;-3;'
*&'43?%:6A;*C;'%#3'"-?;*$3'"K' ?63'43?%:6A;*C%1':#"2134;'"K'4*&$M'%&$';"43'%#3'
#313G%&?'?"':6*1";":6A'"K'4*&$N'

YPR:'To which historical philosophy would you say contemporary philosophy of 
mind owes the most? And to which do you see yourself as owing the most?

NB:',3*2&*E' K%4"-;1A'6%$' ?6*;' *4%73'"K'4*11M')6*C6' *;' #313G%&?' ?"' *;;-3;'%2"-?'
K-&C?*"&%1*;4N'UK')3')3#3'*&;*$3'"K'%'4*11')3')"-1$&Q?';33')6%?'*?')%;'K#"4'?63'
*&;*$3N'863'%&%1"7A'*;'-;3$'?"$%A'?"'C"-&?3#'%&?*/K-&C?*"&%1*;?'*&?-*?*"&;N'XK'C"-#;3'
J*??73&;?3*&' *;' G3#A' *4:"#?%&?' ?"' %&A?6*&7' $"' ?"')*?6' ?63'4*&$M' 2-?' U' C%&Q?' ;33'
?6%?'?63#3Q;'%&A'6*;?"#*C%1':6*1";":63#')6";3')"#.'*;'#3%11A'?"?%11A'C3&?#%1O3WC3:?'
4%A23'<3;C%#?3;N'P;-%11A')3'$*;C"G3#'?63'G*3);'"K'7#3%?':6*1";":63#;'%K?3#')3QG3'
%1#3%$A'233&'?6*&.*&7'%2"-?'?634'*&$3:3&$3&?1AN'\*C?"#'(%;?"&'6%$'%'C1%;;*C':%:3#'
"&'5#*;?"?13' ?#A*&7' ?"' %#7-3' ?6%?' 63' 6"1$;' %' G3#A' :":-1%#' G*3)' "&' ?63' &%?-#3' "K'
%)%#3&3;;M' q?6%?' *?Q;r' %' #3'3W*G3' #3:#3;3&?%?*"&N'D-?' U' $"&Q?' ?6*&.' %&A"&3')"-1$'
6%G3'%;C#*23$'?6%?'?"'5#*;?"?13'-&?*1'?63AQ$'C"43'-:"&'*?'?634;31G3;'%1#3%$AN
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YPR:'When you refer to Wittgenstein are you referring to his early or late work?

NB:',%?3N' U'43%&' ?63' 1%?3')"#.'"&'C"&;C*"-;&3;;'%&$'236%G*"#'%&$' ?6%?'.*&$'"K'
?6*&7N'U'4A;31K'?6*&.'"K'*?'%;'?63')#"&7'%::#"%C6M'2-?'A"-'6%G3'?"'23'*&'-3&C3$'2A'
*?N'

YPR:'Where do you stand in the debate as to the usefulness or the validity of 
metaphysics as a  eld of inquiry? And to what extent does your view here inform 
your understanding of philosophy of mind? 

NB:'U'?%1.'%'1"?'"&'?63'4*&$/2"$A':#"2134N'86%?Q;'?63':#"2134'"K')6%?Q;'?63'#*76?'
43?%:6A;*C%1' :*C?-#3'"K'4*&$N' U' ?6*&.' ?63' 13%$*&7' C"&?3&$3#;' %#3':6A;*C%1*;4'"K'
"&3';"#?'"#'%&"?63#M'K-&C?*"&%1*;4M')6*C6'?%.3;'?63'C"4:-?3#'4"$31';3#*"-;1AM'%&$'
$-%1*;4N'5&$'?6%?Q;'%'#3%11A'*4:"#?%&?'$32%?3N'U;'?63'C"4:-?3#'43?%:6"#'#*76?V'U;'
*?'4"#3'&3-#"1"7*C%1'"#'2*"1"7*C%1V'X#'%#3'2"?6'"K'?6";3')#"&7'%&$';6"-1$')3'23'
?6*&.*&7'4"#3'*&'?3#4;'"K'#31*7*"&V'86%?Q;'%'4%T"#'$32%?3'?6%?'*&?3#;3C?;')*?6'%11'
.*&$;'"K'*&?3#3;?*&7'*;;-3;M'%&$'*?Q;'43?%:6A;*C;N'="'UQ4'G3#A':#"/43?%:6A;*C;N'

YPR:' How would you weigh %' :#*"#* reasoning versus experimental data in 
considering metaphysical questions? What percentages would you assign?

NB: U'$"&Q?'?6*&.'A"-'C%&'%;;*7&'%':3#C3&?%73N'F4:*#*C%1'$%?%'6%;'?"'23'*&?3#:#3?3$N'
U?'$"3;&Q?'43%&';"43?6*&7'%11'2A'*?;31KN'+"-'&33$'%?'13%;?'#31%?*G31A'a priori'#3%;"&*&7'
*&'"#$3#'?"'*&?3#:#3?'?63'34:*#*C%1'$%?%N'UQ4'&"?'%'2*7'231*3G3#'*&'a priori'?#-?6M';"'U'
6%G3'g-3;?*"&;'%;'?"')63?63#'?63#3Q;'%&A'#3%11A':-#31A'a priori'#3%;"&*&7M'2-?';?*11'
#31%?*G31A'%':#*"#*'#3%;"&*&7'*;'C3#?%*&1A'G3#A'*4:"#?%&?'*&'?63';C*3&C3;N'

YPR:' Do you think of yourself as primarily a philosopher as opposed to a 
psychologist?

NB:'X6'A3;M'$3'&*?31AN'UQ4'%':6*1";":63#N

YPR:'Why?



U&?3#G*3)' SS

NB:'U'7-3;;')6%?'U''&$'K-&'*;'?6*&.*&7'%2"-?'?63;3'4"#3'?63"#3?*C%1'g-3;?*"&;N'UQG3'
&3G3#'$"&3'%&'3W:3#*43&?N'U'1*.3'1"".*&7'%?'?63'#3;-1?;'?6%?':;AC6"1"7*;?;'73?'%&$'
?#A*&7'?"''7-#3'"-?')6%?'?63A'43%&M';"'?6%?'4%.3;'43'4"#3'"K'%':6*1";":63#N'D-?'
U' ?6*&.' ?63' 2"#$3#' 23?)33&' :6*1";":6A' "K'4*&$' %&$' ?63"#3?*C%1' :;AC6"1"7A' %&$'
?63"#3?*C%1'C"7&*?*G3'&3-#";C*3&C3'*;'G3#A'6%#$'?"'$#%)l'?63#3'*;&Q?'#3%11A'4-C6'"K'%'
2"#$3#N'U'?6*&.'?63#3'%#3'%'1"?'"K'?6*&7;'?6%?'C"-1$'23'$"&3'*&'%&A'&-423#'"K'$*KK3#3&?'
$3:%#?43&?;N'5'1"?'"K';C*3&?*;?;'$"'?6*&7;'?6%?'*&G"1G3'%'1%#73':6*1";":6*C%1'31343&?N'
+"-'6%G3'%'7#3%?':;AC6"1"7A'$3:%#?43&?'63#3M'%&$'?63#3'%#3'%'1"?'"K':3":13'*&'*?')6"'
%#3':#3??A':6*1";":6*C%11A'*&C1*&3$N'

YPR:'Do you think that philosophy of mind will continue to make the same progress 
that is has for the last forty or  fty years? 

NB: L#3$*C?*"&'*;'#*;.AM'2-?'23C%-;3'*?'73?;'*?;'3&3#7A'K#"4'?63';C*3&C3;'"K'?63'4*&$'
%&$'U'$"&Q?';33'%&A';*7&'"K'?6%?'7"*&7'%)%AM'U'?6*&.M'A3;M'*?Q;'1*.31A'?"N'(3#?%*&1A'4A'
3&?*#3'C%#33#'6%;'233&'73??*&7';?3%$*1A'4"#3'*&?3#3;?*&7N'H*31$;'$"'C"43'%&$'7"'*&'
:6*1";":6Am'K"#'3W%4:13M')63&'U')%;'*&'7#%$-%?3';C6""1M'3:*;?34"1"7A')%;'G3#A'
-&:":-1%#N'D-?'*&'%''31$'1%#731A'$#*G3&'2A'%&'%$T%C3&?''31$'?6%?Q;'K-&$3$'2A'7#%&?;'
%&$'C3#?%*&1A'*;'7"*&7'?"'.33:'7"*&7M'U'?6*&.'?6%?'*;'7"*&7'?"'3&;-#3'?6%?':6*1";":6A'
"K'4*&$')*11'C"&?*&-3'?"'23'%?'13%;?'%;':":-1%#'q%;'*?'C-##3&?1A'*;rN'

YPR:'Would you say that the ultimate goal of philosophy of mind is to eventually 
become a science?

NB: B"M'U'?6*&.'?6%?'?63#3')*11'%1)%A;'23'C"&C3:?-%1'*;;-3;'*&'?63';C*3&C3;'"K'?63'4*&$'
?6%?' 6%G3' ;"43?6*&7' ?"' $"')*?6' ?#%$*?*"&%1' :6*1";":6*C%1' C"&C3#&;N' L6*1";":63#;'
)*11'%1)%A;'23'*&?3#3;?3$'*&'?6*;N'

YPR:'What do you think the role of intuitions and folk psychology is?

NB:' U&' ?63'C%;3'"K'C"&;C*"-;&3;;M' ?63':1%C3' ?"' ;?%#?' *;')6%?')3'.&")'%2"-?'"-#'
C"&;C*"-;';?%?3;'K#"4'"-#''#;?':3#;"&':"*&?'"K'G*3)N'B")';"43'"K'?6";3'?6*&7;')3'
?6*&.')3'.&")')3'4%A'&"?'%C?-%11A'.&")M';"'A"-'6%G3'?"'23';"43)6%?';.3:?*C%1N'



B3$'D1"C.So

U'?%.3'?6%?''#;?/:3#;"&':"*&?'"K'G*3)'G3#A';3#*"-;1AN'U'?6*&.'A"-';6"-1$';?%#?')*?6'
?6";3' *&?-*?*"&;'%&$' ?63&'%;.'A"-#;31K')63#3' ?63A'C"43'K#"4'%&$';33' *K'A"-'C%&'
7"'23A"&$'?634N'U'?6*&.'*?Q;'*4:"#?%&?'&"?'?"'T-;?'#31A'"&'*&?-*?*"&;')*?6"-?'%;.*&7'
A"-#;31K')6A'A"-'6%G3'?6";3'*&?-*?*"&;N'="43'*&?-*?*"&;'#3'3C?'C"&C3:?;'%&$'?311'A"-'
;"43?6*&7'%2"-?'?63'C"&C3:?;l'"?63#;'T-;?'#3'3C?':#3T-$*C3'"#'"-?$%?3$';C*3&C3N'

 



Interview with Robert Pippin,
University of Chicago

@"23#?'L*::*&'*;'?63'C6%*#'"K'?63'("44*??33'"&'="C*%1'86"-76?'%?'?63'P&*G3#;*?A'"K'(6*C%7"M')63#3'
63'*;'?63'FG31A&'=?3K%&;;"&'B3K'<*;?*&7-*;63$'=3#G*C3'L#"K3;;"#N'>";?')311/.&")&'K"#'6*;')"#.'
*&']3#4%&'*$3%1*;4M'63'*;'?63'%-?6"#'"K'Hegel’s Idealism:'The Satisfactions of Self-Consciousness'
j_aoakM'Modernism as a Philosophical Problem: On the Dissatisfactions of European High Culture'
j_aa_kM'%&$'The Persistence of Subjectivity: On the Kantian Aftermath j[RRbkM'%4"&7'"?63#')"#.;N'
J3'K31?'?6%?'6*;'*&;*76?;'"&'%'&-423#'"K'?":*C;'2"?6':6*1";":6*C%1'%&$'&"&/:6*1";":6*C%1'3%;*1A')%#/
#%&?3$'?63'#31%?*G31A'-&3$*?3$'G3#;*"&'A"-';33'63#3N'FG3&';"M'"-#'$*;C-;;*"&')*?6'6*4'K%#'"-?1%;?3$'
%&'6"-#'"K' ?%:3M' ;"'%'7""$'$3%1'6%;';?*11'233&' 13K?'"-?N'863' *&?3#G*3)')%;'C"&$-C?3$' *&',*&;13A/
(6*??3&$3&'I%11'"K'+%13'P&*G3#;*?A'"&'>%#C6'[o?6M'[RRSN

Yale Philosophy Review: What got you interested in German idealism?

Robert Pippin: U'C"-1$':#"2%21A'-;3'-:'%11'"K'A"-#'?%:3l'*?Q;'%'1"&7';?"#AN'U&'C"11373'
U')%;'&"?'%':6*1";":6A'4%T"#N'U')%;'%'1*?3#%?-#3'4%T"#M'2-?'U'6%$';?-$*3$'%'1"?'"K'
:6*1";":6A')*?6' ;"43':3":13' U' #3;:3C?3$' %' 1"?' %&$' ?6"-76?' g-*?3' %' 1"?' "KN' U' 7"?'
*&?3#3;?3$'*&'?)"':#"2134;N'X&')%;O*&'1*?3#%?-#3'3;:3C*%11AO?63':#"2134'"K';31K/
.&")13$73M'%&$'q?63'"?63#')%;r'?63':#"2134'"K'6*;?"#Am')6A'j:%#?*C-1%#1A'&"#4%?*G3k'
*&;?*?-?*"&;'C6%&73$';"'#%$*C%11AN'5&$'?6%?'13$'43'?"'%'73&3#%1'*&?3#3;?'*&'G%#*"-;'
?63"#*3;'"K'4"$3#&*?AN'5&$'U')%;')"#.*&7'?6*;'%11'"-?'*&'"&3')%A'"#'%&"?63#'2A'$"*&7'
1*?3#%#A'C#*?*C*;4M')"##A*&7'%2"-?' ?63':1%C3'"K' 1*?3#%#A':#"$-C?;')*?6*&':%#?*C-1%#'
%73;'%&$'?63'#31%?*"&;'"K'?63'%73;'?"'3%C6'%&"?63#'%&$';"'K"#?6M'%&$'2A'?63'3&$'"K'
?63'$%AM'*?'T-;?';3343$'?"'43'?6%?'U'C"-1$'$"')6%?'U')%;'*&?3#3;?3$'*&M')"#.'"&'%';3?'
"K':#"2134;'%&$'?63*#'6*;?"#*C%1'*&'3C?*"&;M'4"#3'3%;*1A'*&':6*1";":6A'$3:%#?43&?;N'
D-?'U'7"?'*&?"':6*1";":6A'2A'23*&7'3W:";3$'4";?1A'?"'?63'F-#":3%&'?#%$*?*"&N'U')%;'
%&'-&$3#7#%$-%?3'%?'8#*&*?A'("11373M'%&$'4";?'"K' ?63':3":13' U' ?"".'C"-#;3;')*?6'
)3#3' *&' ?63'6*;?"#A'"K':6*1";":6A'%&$'F-#":3%&':6*1";":6AN' U'$*$&Q?' #3%11A'6%G3'
%' :%#?*C-1%#1A' 7""$' 3$-C%?*"&' *&'5&71":6"&3' :6*1";":6A' %?' ?6%?' :"*&?M' ;"' U')%;'
%$G*;3$'?"'7"'?"'L3&&'=?%?3M'%&$'U'$*$M'%&$'*?'6%$'%'G3#A'3CC3&?#*C'$3:%#?43&?M'K-11'
"K'I3*$3773#'3W:3#?;'%&$',3G*&%;':3":13'%&$'=?#%-;;*%&;N'U?')%;'T-;?'%&'*&C#3$*213'



:"?:"-##*'"K':3":13'*&'?63'3%#1A'_aSR;N'5&$'?63#3M'%7%*&M'4";?'"K' ?63';?-KK'U')%;'
;?-$A*&7'C%43'"-?'"K'?63'F-#":3%&'?#%$*?*"&M'%&$')*?6*&'?6%?'?#%$*?*"&M'?63'$3C*;*G3'
'7-#3' *;'9%&?M' %&$M' 23C%-;3' "K' ?63' ;6*K?' *&?"' %'4"#3' 6*;?"#*C*E3$' C"&C3:?*"&' "K'
:6*1";":6A' *&' ?63' F-#":3%&' ?#%$*?*"&M'I3731N' ="' U')%;' ?6"#"-761A' *443#;3$' *&'
?6%?'?#%$*?*"&'2A'G*#?-3'"K')63#3'U')%;'7"*&7'?"';C6""1M')6%?'?3%C63#;'U'6%$M')6%?'U'
)%;'*&?3#3;?3$'*&M'%&$')6%?'%$G*C3'U')%;'7*G3&N'863'"?63#'$3C*;*G3'?6*&7'?"'#34%#.'
%2"-?'?6%?'2%C.7#"-&$'*;'?6%?M'*&'4A';3C"&$'A3%#'"K'7#%$-%?3';C6""1M'?63'C6%*#'"K'?63'
$3:%#?43&?M')6"'6%$'233&'%';?-$3&?'"K'J*1K#3$'=311%#;M':3#;-%$3$'6*4'?"''A'"&C3'%'
)33.'K#"4'L*??;2-#76'?"'=?%?3'("11373'?"'?3%C6'%'9%&?';34*&%#N'U')%;'T-;?'C"4:13?31A'
21")&'%)%A'2A'*?N'I3')%;'?63';4%#?3;?':3#;"&'UQ$'3G3#';33&M'%&$'63'6%$'?63'4";?'
*&?3#3;?*&7'?6*&7;'?"';%A'%2"-?'%'G%#*3?A'"K'?6*&7;'*&'?63'6*;?"#A'"K':6*1";":6AM'%&$'
%;'K%#'%;'U'C"-1$'?311M'K%#'4"#3'*&?3#3;?*&7'?6%&'?63';"/C%113$'6*;?"#*%&;'"K':6*1";":6A'
?6%?'U'6%$'233&';?-$A*&7')*?6N'="'=311%#;'":3&3$'%&"?63#'$""#M'?6%?'?63'*;;-3;'U')%;'
;?-$A*&7')3#3'&"?'63#43?*C%11A';3%13$')*?6*&'?63'F-#":3%&'?#%$*?*"&M'%&$'?6%?')*?6'
?63'#*76?'1%&7-%73'%&$'?63'#*76?'3$-C%?*"&M'?63A')3#3'?":*C;'?6%?')3#3'2#"%C63$'2A'
?63'23;?'4*&$;'*&'?63'5&71":6"&3'?#%$*?*"&'%;')311N'86%?'U'C"-&?'%;'%'7#3%?'23&3'?l'
?6%?'3W:3#*3&C3')%;'%')%A'"K';33*&7'6")'"&3'4*76?'?6*&.'%2"-?'?63;3'*;;-3;'&"?'
;*4:1A')*?6*&'?63';"/C%113$'F-#":3%&'?#%$*?*"&N

YPR: Hegel has enjoyed a rise in Anglophone attention since the sixties, one that is 
still going on. This ranges from attention to his in uence on Marx and Marxism to 
discussions, more recently, of the Other in political theory. What aspects of Hegel 
scholarship do you  nd most exciting or promising right now?

RP:'J311M'U'?6*&.';"43'"K'?63'?6*&7;'A"-'43&?*"&3$'%#3';?*11'g-*?3':#"4*&3&?N'5;*$3'
K#"4'?63'C"&&3C?*"&')*?6'?63'>%#W*;?'%&$'(#*?*C%1'863"#A'?#%$*?*"&M')6*C6'4%$3'*?;'
)%A'K#"4']3#4%&A'%&$'?63'H#%&.K-#?'=C6""1'*&?"'?63'P&*?3$'=?%?3;M'"&3'7#3%?':-;6'
?")%#$' ?63';"/C%113$'I3731' #3&%*;;%&C3')%;'(6%#13;'8%A1"#Q;'2"".' *&' ?63'_aSR;N'
86%?'4%$3'C13%#'?63'#313G%&C3'"K'I3731'K"#')6%?'6%$'7#")&'?"'23'%'K%*#1A';*7&*'C%&?'
$*;;%?*;K%C?*"&')*?6' ?63' 1*23#%1' $34"C#%?*C' ?#%$*?*"&M' "#' ?63' $33:' :#3;-::";*?*"&;'
"K'?63'1*23#%1'$34"C#%?*C'?#%$*?*"&M'2-?'&"?'23C%-;3'"K';"43'>%#W*;?'"#'6*;?"#*C%1'
4%?3#*%1*;?'"#*3&?%?*"&N'U?'4%$3'C13%#'?63'#313G%&C3'"K'I3731Q;'C#*?*g-3'"K'?63'*$3%'"K'
43?6"$"1"7*C%1'*&$*G*$-%1*;4'%;'%')%A'"K'$"*&7':"1*?*C%1':6*1";":6AM'%&$'?63'*$3%'

@"23#?'L*::*&oR



?6%?'?63':#*4%#A';-2T3C?;'"K':"1*?*C%1'?6"-76?';6"-1$'23'K#33'%&$'#%?*"&%1'*&$*G*$-%1;'
3&7%7*&7'*&'C"&?#%C?-%1'#31%?*"&;N'I3731'6%$'%&'3&"#4"-;'*&'-3&C3M'%&$'6*;'C#*?*g-3'
;3343$'g-*?3':")3#K-1'?"'4%&A':3":13M'*&'?63'_aSR;M'%&$'?6%?'C#*?*g-3'*;';?*11'g-*?3'
:#"4*&3&?N'U&'#3C3&?'A3%#;'*?Q;'233&'?#%&;K"#43$'*&?"'%&'*&?3#3;?M'?6#"-76'I3731M'*&'
;"/C%113$'#3C"7&*?*"&%1'"#'*$3&?*?A':"1*?*C;M'*&')6*C6'43#31A'C"&C3*G*&7'"K'6-4%&'
K#33$"4'%;'?63'%2;3&C3'"K'3W?3#&%1'C"&;?#%*&?;'?"':-#;-3'"&3Q;'")&'*&?3#3;?;'*;'%'
$33:1A' *&;-K'C*3&?' %CC"-&?' "K' ?63' &%?-#3' "K' :"1*?*C%1' 1*K3M' %&$' ?63' G%#*"-;' K"#4;'
"K'$3:3&$3&C3' *&'6-4%&' 1*K3' ?6%?' %#3'&"?' ?%.3&'%CC"-&?'"K'2A' ?63'C1%;;*C' 1*23#%1'
$34"C#%?*C'4"$31'"K'K#33'#%?*"&%1'C6"";3#;'"-76?'?"':%*$';*7&*'C%&?'%??3&?*"&N
5&$'3G3&'*&'?63';*W?*3;'?63#3')%;'%'.*&$'"K'&3"/J*??73&;?3*&*%&'31343&?'?"'?63'

&3)' *&?3#3;?' *&' I3731M' ?6#"-76' ?63' )"#.' "K' H*&$13#M' %' D#*?*;6' :6*1";":63#' )6"'
?%-76?'K"#'4%&A'A3%#;'%?'D";?"&'P&*G3#;*?AN'I3')#"?3'%'2"".'"&'I3731'?6%?'4%$3'
C13%#' ;"43?6*&7' 1*.3' ?63' *&%$3g-%CA'"K' ?#%$*?*"&%1' K"#4;'"K' C"&C3:?-%1' %&%1A;*;M'
%&$' ?6"-76?' ?6%?' %' $33:3#M' #*C63#' %CC"-&?' "K' )6%?' *?' *;' ?"' :";;3;;' %' C"&C3:?' "#'
4%;?3#'%'C"&C3:?')%;'&3C3;;%#AN'L3":13'*&K"#43$'2A'?63'1%?3'J*??73&;?3*&'%&$'?63'
*$3%' "K' 1%&7-%73' 7%43;' 237%&' ?"' ;33' ;*4*1%#*?*3;' *&'I3731M' %&$' ?6%?Q;' %1;"' 233&'
%'C"&?*&-*&7'*&?3#3;?N'863')6"13'?63"#A'"K'?63';"/C%113$'4*&$/)"#1$'#31%?*"&;6*:M'
?63' C#*?*g-3' "K' $-%1*;4M' ?63' %&*4-;' %7%*&;?'(%#?3;*%&*;4' %&$' ?63' :#*"#*?A' "K' ?63'
*&&3#'43&?%1'1*K3'"K'?63';-2T3C?'%;'?63''#;?'?"-C6;?"&3'K"#':6*1";":6*C%1'%&%1A;*;M'%'
)6"13';3?'"K'*;;-3;'?6%?'%#3'C"44"&'?"'?63'1%?3'J*??73&;?3*&'?#%$*?*"&M'3;:3C*%11A'
?63'%&?*/(%#?3;*%&*;4M'3;:3C*%11A'%':6*1";":6A'"K'4*&$'?6%?'*;'&"?'$-%1*;?*C'2-?'&"?'
#3$-C?*"&*;?M'&"?'&%?-#%1*;?'*&'?63'C"&G3&?*"&%1';3&;3'?6%?')3'-;3'?63'?3#4'?"$%Am'%11'
?6%?'237%&'?"'%??#%C?'%??3&?*"&N
5&$'?63&''&%11AM'*&'?63'4*$/;*W?*3;M'%&%1A?*C':6*1";":6A'?-#&3$M'*&'%&'*&?3#3;?*&7'

:6*1";":6*C%1'#%?63#'?6%&'#3%11A'6*;?"#*C%1'"#';C6"1%#1A')%AM'?"'9%&?O3;:3C*%11A'*&'
%'G3#A'*&'-3&?*%1'2"".'2A'=?#%);"&'C%113$'The Bounds of SenseM'%'G3#A'g-*#.A'2-?'
3W?#3431A' *&?311*73&?' 2"".' 2A' !"&%?6%&'D3&&3??' C%113$'Kant’s AnalyticM' %&$'The 
Science of Metaphysics'2A'=311%#;'3%#1*3#' *&' ?63';*W?*3;N'863;3' ?6#33'2"".;'4%$3'
C13%#'?6%?'"&3'C"-1$'%C?-%11A'$"':6*1";":6A'2A'?6*&.*&7'%2"-?'9%&?M'?6%?'*?')%;&Q?'
T-;?'%'4%??3#'"K'?#A*&7'?"'73?';?#%*76?')6%?'9%&?'%C?-%11A'231*3G3$M'2-?'?6%?'?63#3')%;'
3&"#4"-;'G%1-3'K"#':6*1";":6A'*&' ?#A*&7'?"'#3C"&;?#-C?' *&'%'C"&?34:"#%#A' *$*"4'
)6%?'9%&?')%;'?#A*&7'?"':#"G3N'=311%#;')%;'"&3'?63''#;?' ?"';%AM'hUK'9%&?'*;'63#3M'
C%&'I3731'23' K%#'236*&$Vi'5C?-%11AM' ?63' ;-2?*?13' K"#'=311%#;Q'Empiricism and the 

U&?3#G*3) o_



of Mind'*;'hI3731*%&'43$*?%?*"&;Ni'=311%#;Q'C#*?*g-3'"K'*443$*%CA'*&'The Myth of 
the Given';6"-1$'6%G3M'%?'?6%?':"*&?M':#"G".3$'%'7#3%?'$3%1'4"#3'*&?3#3;?'*&'I3731'
?6%&'*?'$*$'%?'?63'?*43N'9%&?'*;'G3#A'$*K'C-1?'?"'#3%$M'2-?'I3731'2%;*C%11A'*&G3&?3$'
6*;'")&':6*1";":6*C%1'1%&7-%73M'%&$'*?'?%.3;'%&'3&"#4"-;'%4"-&?'"K')"#.'%&$M'?"'
;"43'3W?3&?M'$3$*C%?*"&M'%;'A"-'6%G3'?"'23?'?6%?'A"-Q#3'7"*&7'?"'73?';"43?6*&7'"-?'
"K'13%#&*&7'6")'?"';:3%.'3%#1A'&*&3?33&?6/C3&?-#A']3#4%&'#"4%&?*C'1%&7-%73N'="'
?63#3')%;'%'.*&$'"K'2%##*3#'?"')6%?')"-1$'1"".'1*.3'?63'&3W?'1"7*C%1';?3:'%K?3#'?63'
=311%#;/=?#%);"&/D3&&3??':63&"43&"&'4%$3'9%&?'%' 1*G3' *;;-3' K"#'C"&?34:"#%#A'
5&71":6"&3':6*1";":6AN'D-?'=311%#;'.3:?'?3%C6*&7'%?'L*??;2-#76M'%&$'3G3#A'"?63#'
A3%#'63')"-1$'?3%C6'%'7#%$-%?3';34*&%#'"&'I3731Q;'PhenomenologyN'="'?63'?#%$*?*"&'
%?' L*??;2-#76M' 3;:3C*%11AM' )%;' .3:?' %1*G3N' @3C3&?1AM' ?)"' L*??;2-#7' :6*1";":63#;M'
D"2'D#%&$"&'%&$'!"6&'>C<")311M'6%G3'237-&'?"')#*?3'g-*?3'%'2*?'%2"-?'I3731N'
D#%&$"&')*11' :-21*;6M' :#"2%21A' &3W?' A3%#M' %' G3#A' %42*?*"-;' C"443&?%#A' "&' ?63'
3&?*#3'Phenomenology of SpiritN'86%?')*11'23'%'4%T"#'2"".N'5&$'>C<")311M'*&';"43'
*&?#"$-C?"#A'#34%#.;'?"'6*;'K%4"-;'2"".'"K'?63'4*$/&*&3?*3;M';%*$'?6%?'?63'3&?*#3'
2"".')%;'%':#3:%#%?*"&'"#'%':#"137"43&"&'K"#'?63';?-$A'"K'I3731Q;'Phenomenology 
of SpiritN'I3';%*$'?6%?'%&'%-$*213'7%;:')3&?'-:'*&'?63'%-$*3&C3'%?'XWK"#$')63&'63'
;%*$'?6%?N
="'K#"4'4A':"*&?'"K'G*3)M'23??3#'%&$'4"#3':6*1";":6*C%11A'*&?3#3;?*&7')#*?*&7'"&'

I3731'237%&'?"'%::3%#'?6%&.;'?"';"43'3W?3&?'?"'?63'L*??;2-#7':3":13N'86*;'4%A'23'
4-C6'4"#3'?6%&'A"-'%;.3$'K"#'*&'A"-#'g-3;?*"&M'2-?'*?Q;'g-*?3'C"4:1*C%?3$l'?63#3'%#3'
G%#*"-;'$*43&;*"&;'?6%?'13$':3":13'?"'?%.3';3#*"-;1A'%7%*&'%''7-#3')6"M'3WC3:?'K"#'
*&'?63'H#%&.K-#?'=C6""1'%&$'?63'>%#W*;?'?#%$*?*"&;M')%;'%1;"':#3??A'4-C6'K"#7"??3&'*&'
]3#4%&A'-&?*1'?63'1%?3';*W?*3;M')63&'?63#3')%;'%&"?63#'I3731'#3G*G%1'?6%?Q;'#31%?3$'
?"'?6*;'"&3N'863#3')%;'%'7#"-:'"K':3":13'%?'I3*$3123#7M'?63';"/C%113$'I3*$3123#7'
=C6""1M')6"'237%&'?"'?3%C6'I3731'%7%*&'%;'%'1*G*&7':6*1";":63#M'%;'%'1*G3'":?*"&N'
>%&A'543#*C%&';?-$3&?;')6"')3#3'*&?3#3;?3$'*&']3#4%&':6*1";":6A')3&?'"G3#'?"'
]3#4%&A'?"';?-$AM'2-?'%?':1%C3;'1*.3'I3*$3123#7'?63A'3&C"-&?3#3$':3":13')6"')3#3'
%1;"'G3#A'K%4*1*%#')*?6'4"$3#&'%&%1A?*C':6*1";":6A'%&$')3#3'&"?'%?'%11'6";?*13'"#'
K"#3*7&'?"'?63'.*&$'"K'1%&7-%73'?6%?'4%$3'&"'%;;-4:?*"&;'%2"-?'C"44*?43&?;'?"'
C%4:;N'5'1"?'"K';?-$3&?;'237%&'?"'C"43'"-?'"K'?63']3#4%&'?#%$*?*"&')6"'6%$'7"&3'
?63#3'?"';?-$AN
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YPR: You’ve argued that Hegel is of immense importance to modern philosophy, 
particularly insofar as he introduces a very different way of thinking into it. How 
would you characterize Hegel’s relationship with that tradition? Is it primarily a 
critical one? A continuation?

RP:'863#3' %#3' ;3G3#%1')%A;' ?"' %&;)3#' ?6%?N'863'4";?' #%$*C%1' %;:3C?' "K'I3731Q;'
:6*1";":6A'*;'?6%?'&"?'"&1A'$"3;'63'?6*&.'?6%?'?63'6*;?"#A'"K':6*1";":6A'C%&'23'$"&3'
*&'%':6*1";":6*C%1')%AM'2-?'63'?6*&.;':6*1";":6A'*;'3;;3&?*%11A'?63'#3C"G3#A'"K'*?Q;'
6*;?"#A'*&'%'C3#?%*&')%AN'="M'K"#'I3731M'?63')#"&7'?6*&7'?"'?6*&.'%2"-?':6*1";":6A'
*;'?6%?'*?'*;'%';3#*3;'"K'$3%$'3&$;M')6*C6':#"G".3'%';3#*3;'"K'&3)'237*&&*&7;M'%&$'
)6*C6M';"43?*43'%K?3#'?63'_S?6'C3&?-#A'%&$'?63'*&G3&?*"&'"K'4"$3#&'&%?-#%1';C*3&C3M'
'&%11A' 7"?' "&' ?63' #*76?' ?#%C.' %;' %' .*&$' "K' K"#4%1' %&%1A;*;' "K' ?63' C"&$*?*"&;' K"#'
34:*#*C%1'.&")13$73'%&$'23C%43'%'g-%;*/;C*3&C3N'I3731'?6*&.;'"K'%11'K-&$%43&?%1'
:";*?*"&;' *&' ?63'6*;?"#A'"K':6*1";":6A'%;':%#?*%1'G3#;*"&;'"K' ?63' ?#-?6' #%?63#' ?6%&'
K%*13$'%??34:?;'%?'?63')6"13'?#-?6N'="'?6%?'4%.3;'?63'6*;?"#A'"K':6*1";":6A'K"#'6*4'
;*7&*'C%&?1A'4"#3' *4:"#?%&?' ?6%&' K"#' %&A' :6*1";":63#' *&' ?6%?' 6*;?"#AM' ;*&C3' ?63'
:#":3#'#3C"G3#A'"K'?63':%#?*%1*?A'"K'?63;3'"?63#':";*?*"&;'*;'%&'3;;3&?*%1'C"4:"&3&?'
"K')6%?'63Q;'$"*&7N'
I3Q;' ?63'4";?' ;A&?63?*CM' ;A;?34%?*C' -&*'3#' "K' G%#*"-;' :";*?*"&;' *&' ?63' 6*;?"#A'

"K' :6*1";":6AM' "#' %?' 13%;?' %??34:?3$' ?"' 23'4"#3' ;"M' ?6%&' ?63#3' 3G3#')%;' "#' 3G3#'
6%;'233&'%K?3#)%#$N'863'"&1A'C"4:%#*;"&'*;';"43"&3'1*.3'I3*$3773#M')6"'?6*&.;'
?63#3'*;'%')%A'"K'&%##%?*&7'?63'3&?*#3'6*;?"#A'"K':6*1";":6A'%;'T-;?'"&3':#"K"-&$M'
C"1";;%1'K%*1-#3N'86*&7;')3&?'G3#A'2%$'#*76?'%)%A'K"#'I3*$3773#M'%&$'?63#3'*;'%&'
*&?3#C"&&3C?3$';?"#A'?"'23'?"1$'%2"-?'6")'?6*;'3%#1A'K%*1-#3'"G3#;6%$")3$'3G3#A?6*&7'
?6%?'6%::3&3$'%K?3#)%#$;'-&?*1'%''&%1'C"11%:;3M'%?'?63'3&$'"K':6*1";":6AM'*&'&*6*1*;4N'
I3731'*;';"43?6*&7'1*.3'?63':"1%#'"::";*?3'"K'?6%?N'
=3C"&$1AM' ;"43?6*&7' ?6%?' :3":13' ;%A' %2"-?' I3731' ?6%?' *;' %' ?#-*;4' 2-?' "-76?'

?"'23'43&?*"&3$'*;' ?6%?'63' ?#*3$'G3#A'6%#$' ?"'#3%&*4%?3'4"$3#&M':";?/B3)?"&*%&'
:6*1";":6A')*?6' ?6343;' K#"4'%&C*3&?' :6*1";":6A' ?6%?' 63' ?6"-76?')3#3' &"?' "&1A'
C"4:%?*213'2-?'3;;3&?*%1'?"'?63'"G3#%11'?#-?6'"K'?63':";*?*"&;'"&3/;*$3$1A':#3;3&?3$'
2A' ?63' 4"$3#&' :6*1";":6A' "K' <3;C%#?3;M' ,3*2&*EM' =:*&"E%M' I-43' %&$' ,"C.3N'
,*.3'4%&A']3#4%&;'"K' ?6*;':3#*"$M'63'6%$'%&' *&?3&;3' K%;C*&%?*"&M'%14";?'%'.*&$'
"K':%?6"1"7*C%1'%2;"#:?*"&M'*&'?63'1";?'7#%&$3-#'%&$'23%-?A'"K']#33.'C*G*1*E%?*"&N'
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]#33.':6*1";":6A')%;'3W?#3431A'*4:"#?%&?'?"'?63;3':3":13M'3;:3C*%11A')63&'?63A'
)3#3'G3#A'A"-&7M'%&$'*?';?%A3$')*?6'?634'?6#"-76"-?'?63*#'1*G3;N'I3731';"43?*43;'
73?;'C%##*3$'%)%A'2A'?6*;m'*&'6*;'Philosophy of Subjective Spirit'63'3&$;'2A';%A*&7'
?6%?'&"':6*1";":6A'"K'4*&$'%K?3#'5#*;?"?13'*;')"#?6'%&A?6*&7'C"4:%#3$'?"'5#*;?"?13N'
I3';6"-1$&Q?';%A'?6%?Y'I3';6"-1$';%A'?6%?'?63'23;?';?-KK'C"43;'%?'?63'3&$M'%K?3#'*?Q;'
%11'$3G31":3$N'I3'73?;';"'C%##*3$'%)%A')*?6'6")'K%&?%;?*C'5#*;?"?13'*;M'6")'5#*;?"?13'
6%$'%G"*$3$'%11'?63;3'(%#?3;*%&'$-%1*;4;'%&$';:*#*?-%1*;4;'%&$'*44%?3#*%1*;4;'?6%?'
63';%A;')3'"-76?'?"'23'?6*&.*&7'4";?1A'%2"-?'5#*;?"?13N'=A;?34%?*C%11A';:3%.*&7M'
63'7"?'C%##*3$'%)%AN'="'?6%?Q;'?63';3C"&$'*4:"#?%&?'%;:3C?'"K'6*;'#31%?*"&;6*:'?"'?63'
6*;?"#A'"K':6*1";":6AM'?6*;':#"K"-&$'#3;:3C?'K"#'?63'G*?%1*?A'"K'%&C*3&?':6*1";":6AM'
&"?'T-;?'%;'%'6*;?"#*C%1'#3;*$-3M'2-?'%;'%'G*?%1'31343&?'?6%?'&33$3$'?"'23'#3C"G3#3$'%&$'
#3G*G3$'K"#'?63';%.3'"K'4"$3#&':6*1";":6AN
5&$'?63&'?6*#$M'%?'13%;?'%;'U'6%G3'%#7-3$M'*;'6*;'#31%?*"&'?"'9%&?m'?6%?'9%&?'4%#.;'

?63'$3C*;*G3'3G3&?M'4*;-&$3#;?""$'2A'9%&?'6*4;31K'2-?'&3G3#?6313;;'?63#3'*&'9%&?M'"K'
%':#"K"-&$'%::#3C*%?*"&'"K'?63'&"G31?A'"K'4"$3#&':6*1";":6A'%&$M'%;'I3731'?6"-76?M'
*?;':"?3&?*%1'C"4:13?*"&'*&'I-43N'863#3'%#3'%'1"?'"K')%A;'?"'C6%#%C?3#*E3'?6*;M'2-?'
?63'?6*&7'?6%?Q;'233&'?63'4";?'C"&?#"G3#;*%1'%2"-?'?6*;'*&?3#:#3?%?*"&'"K'I3731'*;'?63'
G*3)' ?6%?'I3731' *;' C"&?*&-*&7' ?63'$34"&;?#%?*"&' ?6%?'9%&?'237%&' *&';6")*&7' ?6%?'
:6*1";":6A'*;'&"?'%2"-?'?63'K-#&*?-#3'"K'?63'-&*G3#;3M'&"?'%')%A'"K'.&")*&7'%':#*"#*'
)*?6':-#3'-&%*$3$'6-4%&'#3%;"&')6%?'?63'&3C3;;%#A'C"&;?*?-3&?;'"K'#3%1*?A'4-;?'23N'
86*;' *;'%&'3W?#3431A'C"&?#"G3#;*%1' *&?3#:#3?%?*"&'"K'I3731'23C%-;3'*?';334;'"&'?63'
;-#K%C3'?6%?'I3731'?6*&.;'63'C%&';6")'?6%?'?63'&%?-#3'"K'3G3#A?6*&7'-&$3#1A*&7'?63'
%::3%#%&C3;'*;'#3%11A'C";4*C'4*&$'"#'$*G*&3'4*&$'"#';"43?6*&7'1*.3'?6%?N'D-?')6%?'
UQG3'?#*3$'?"';6")'*;'?6%?'?6%?Q;'%'G3#A';-:3#'C*%1'#3%$*&7'"K'?6";3':%;;%73;M'%&$'?6%?'
*K'A"-'#3%$')6%?'I3731';%A;'%2"-?'9%&?M'%&$'?63'3&$'"K'?6*;'h2%$i'43?%:6A;*C;O?63'
;-2;?%&?*%1*E%?*"&'"K'#3%;"&Q;':#"$-C?;'%;'#3%1'31343&?;'"K'?63')"#1$OA"-')*11';33'
?6%?' ?63':#"T3C?'63Q;'%C?-%11A'%2"-?' *;'%'C"&?*&-%?*"&'"K'9%&?Q;'%CC"-&?M'&"?' *&' ?63'
;?#*C?'9%&?*%&';3&;3'"K'?63'&3C3;;%#A'C"&$*?*"&;'"K'?63':";;*2*1*?A'"K'3W:3#*3&C3M'2-?'
*&' ?3#4;'"K' ?63' ;-2T3C?*G3'C6%#%C?3#'"K'3W:3#*3&C3N'I3731' ?6*&.;'63'C%&' ;6")' ?6%?'
3W:3#*3&C3';6"-1$&Q?'23'-&$3#;?""$'%;':";*?*G3'*4:";*?*"&;'"&'%&'%1*3&M'3W"73&"-;1A'
7*G3&'4%??3#M'%&$'?6%?M'"&C3')3'-&$3#;?%&$'?63':#":3#'#31%?*"&;6*:'23?)33&M'13?'-;'
;%AM'h?63'4*&$i'%&$'h?63')"#1$Mi' ?63' ?#%$*?*"&%1':#"2134;'"K' *$3%1*;4;'"&' ?63'"&3'
6%&$'%&$'#3%1*;4;'"&'?63'"?63#'K%11'%)%AN'="'C6%#%C?3#*E*&7'I3731'%;'%'43?%:6A;*C%1'
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#3%1*;?'*;'T-;?'%;'4*;7-*$3$'%;'C6%#%C?3#*E*&7'6*4'q-&:#"2134%?*C%11A'%;'%&'*$3%1*;?rN'
="'U'?6*&.'U')"-1$'C"-&?'?6*;'%::#":#*%?*"&'"K'9%&?M'?6*;':";?/9%&?*%&'C"4:13?*"&'
"K'?63'9%&?*%&'$3;?#-C?*"&'"K'?63'"1$'43?%:6A;*C;'K"#'?63';%.3'"K'%'&3)';:3C-1%?*G3'
:6*1";":6A'3;;3&?*%11A'%2"-?'?63'&%?-#3'"K'6-4%&'#3%;"&'%&$'*?;':1%C3'*&'?63')"#1$M'
%;'%'$3C*;*G3'31343&?'"K'6*;'%::#":#*%?*"&'"K'?63'6*;?"#A'"K':6*1";":6AN'D-?'?6%?Q;'
7"??3&'43'*&?"'%'1"?'"K'?#"-213M'%&$'UQG3';:3&?'?)3&?A'A3%#;'?#A*&7'?"'$3K3&$'?6%?'
G*3)N

YPR: You’ve been doing a wonderful job so far of predicting our questions, since 
the next one was going to be about Hegel’s relation to Kant, and the following one 
about your “non-metaphysical” interpretation of Hegel.

RP:'J311M' h&"&/43?%:6A;*C%1Mi' U' ;6"-1$' ;%A' ;"43?6*&7' %2"-?' ?6%?M' ?""M' 23C%-;3'
?6%?Q;'C%-;3$'%'1"?'"K':#"2134;N'863#3')%;'%']3#4%&';C6"1%#'&%43$'91%-;'I%#?4%&&'
)6"M'*&'?63';*W?*3;M':#":";3$')6%?'63'3W:1*C*?1A'C%113$'%'&"&/43?%:6A;*C%1'G*3)'"K'
I3731N'I3')%;'#3K3##*&7'?"';"43?6*&7'1*.3'%'C%?37"#A'?63"#AM'%'?63"#A'"K'?63'2%;*C'
K"#4;' "K' ?6"-76?M' %&$' U' $"&Q?' ?6*&.' U')"-1$' C6%#%C?3#*E3'4A' G*3)' 1*.3' ?6%?N'8"'
;%A'?6%?'I3731Q;'?63"#A'*;'&"?'%2"-?'?63')"#1$'$"3;&Q?'43%&M'*&'"?63#')"#$;M'?6%?'
*?Q;'#3%11A'%2"-?'6-4%&'?6*&.*&7N'86%?Q;'3W%C?1A'?63'4*;?%.3'63Q;'?#A*&7'?"'K#33'-;'
K#"4m'hJ311M'*K'*?Q;'&"?'%2"-?'?63')"#1$M'*?'4-;?'23'T-;?'%2"-?'6")')3'?6*&.'%2"-?'
?63')"#1$M';"'?6%?Q;')6%?'A"-'4-;?'43%&Ni'86%?Q;'&"?')6%?'U'43%&Y'I3731'*;M'*&'?63'
7#%&$3;?';3&;3'"K'%11M'%'43?%:6A;*C%1'?6*&.3#N'I3Q;'?%1.*&7'%2"-?')6%?'?63'6-4%&'
4*&$'C%&'.&")'&"&/34:*#*C%11A'%2"-?'?63'?#-?6N'86%?Q;'43?%:6A;*C;Y'8"'%'C3#?%*&'
3W?3&?M'?6"-76M'63'?6*&.;'j1*.3'9%&?k'?6%?')6%?'?63'6-4%&'4*&$'.&");')*?6"-?'?63'
23&3'?'"K'34:*#*C%1'3W:3#*3&C3' *;' *?;31KN' U?'.&");'?63' ?#-3'&%?-#3'"K' *?;31KM'%&$' *?'
?63#3)*?6'.&");'*?;':1%C3'*&'?63'-&*G3#;3N'U?'.&");')6%?'*?'*;'?"'23'%'#%?*"&%1'23*&7M'
%&$')6A'23*&7'%'#%?*"&%1'23*&7'*;'23*&7'%':%#?'"K'?63')6"13M'&"?'%&'"-?;*$3'"2;3#G3#'
"K' ?63')6"13N'="' U' C"&;*$3#'%11' ?6";3'43?%:6A;*C%1' ?6343;M'2-?' *?')%;'&3C3;;%#A'
q&"?' ?"' 34:6%;*E3'43?%:6A;*C;r' 7*G3&' ?63' C"&G3&?*"&%1' *&?3#:#3?%?*"&' "K'I3731M'
)6*C6'*;'traditionally'43?%:6A;*C%1M'?6%?'I3731'*;':6*1";":6AQ;'%??34:?'?"'$3$-C3'
a priori'?63';?#-C?-#3'"K'?63'-&*G3#;3O6")'4%&A':1%&3?;'?63#3'%#3M'%11'?6%?'.*&$'"K'
6"7)%;6N'U?Q;'43?%:6A;*C;')*?6"-?'?63'*$3%'?6%?'*?Q;'?311*&7'-;')6%?'must'3W*;?'%&$'
)6%?'cannot' 3W*;?' *&' ?63' "1$' ?#%$*?*"&%1' ;3&;3' "K'43?%:6A;*C;' ;*&C3'L%#43&*$3;M'
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;*&C3'?63'237*&&*&7'"K':6*1";":6Am'hUK'&"?/23*&7'C%&&"?'beM'?63&M'&"'4%??3#')6%?'
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YPR: Moving away from Hegel now, there’s always much discussion of a division 
between “Continental” and “Analytic” philosophy. What do you think of this 
conception? Is it meaningful, and if so, what do you see as the concrete differences, 
and if not, why do people talk about it so much? If there is any difference, where do 
you see the relationship heading?

RP: U'C%&';%AM'K"#'4A;31KM':3#;"&%11AM'UQG3'&3G3#':%*$'%&A'%??3&?*"&'?"'?6%?M'"&'"&3'
;*$3'"#' ?63'"?63#N'J3')3#3'7"*&7' ?6#"-76'4A' *&?3113C?-%1' 2*"7#%:6A' 3%#1*3#M' %&$'
?63'*4:"#?%&C3'"K'2"?6':3":13'1*.3'I3731'%&$'I3*$3773#'%&$':3":13'1*.3'J*1K#3$'
=311%#;N'U'?6*&.'?6%?'*K'A"-Q#3'3W:";3$'*&'?63':#":3#')%A'?"':3":13')*?6';"43?6*&7'
:6*1";":6*C%11A'*&?3#3;?*&7'?"';%AM'%&$'&"?'7*G3&'*$3"1"7*C%1'21*&$3#;M'A"-'T-;?''&$'
7#3%?':6*1";":6A')63#3G3#'A"-'C%&''&$'*?M'%&$'A"-'?%.3'%$G%&?%73'"K'*?N'U')"-1$'
&3G3#'K"#'%'4*&-?3'?6*&.'"K'&"?':%A*&7'%??3&?*"&'?"'y-*&3'"#'J*??73&;?3*&'"#'@-;;311'
"#'>""#3M'T-;?'%;'U')"-1$&Q?'?6*&.'"K'*7&"#*&7'=C6":3&6%-3#'"#'B*3?E;C63'"#'H*C6?3M'
%&$'U' ?6*&.' ?6%?Q;' ?63'%??*?-$3'%&A2"$A'"-76?' ?"'6%G3N'863#3'%#3' ?)"'$*K'C-1?*3;M'
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:6*1";":6*C%1';?-$A'*;'"#7%&*E3$'*&'4"$3#&'543#*C%&'%&$'F-#":3%&'-&*G3#;*?*3;N'
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%&$'$*;C*:1*&%#A';:3C*%1?AN'863'7#%$-%?3':#"7#%4;'%#3';-::";3$'?"'3&;-#3'?6%?'A"-'
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C-1?-#3' ?6%?' %#3' C#3%?3$O?63AQ#3' &"?' ?63' K%-1?' "K' %&A' :*7/63%$3$' "#' :#3T-$*C3$'
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23C%-;3'U')"#.'*&'?63'F-#":3%&'?#%$*?*"&M':3":13'%#3'%1)%A;'%;.*&7'43M'hJ311M'*;&Q?'
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9%&?M'H*C6?3M'=C6311*&7M'%&$'I3731';*&C3'?63A'$*3$N'J311M'?6%?'43%&;'A"-Q#3'%2"-?'
K"#?A/K"-#'A3%#;'"1$M'1*?3#%11AM')63&'A"-Q#3''&*;63$'$"*&7'A"-#'#3;3%#C6N'5&$'?63'
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"K'("&?*&3&?%1' %&$'5&%1A?*C' *;' %&' %&%C6#"&*;4M' 23C%-;3'("&?*&3&?%1' :6*1";":6A'
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C%113$'F#&;?'8-73&$6%?M' %&$' %2"-?' %' A3%#' %7"' 63')#"?3' %'4-C6/&"?3$' %#?*C13' *&'
]3#4%&A'%;.*&7'?63']3#4%&;'?"':"&$3#'?63'K%C?'?6%?M'K"#'?63''#;?'?*43'*&'J3;?3#&'
6*;?"#A';*&C3',3*2&*EM'?63#3'*;'&"']3#4%&':6*1";":63#'%1*G3'?"')6"4'3G3#A"&3'*&'
?63')"#1$'?6*&.;'?63A'6%G3'?"':%A'%??3&?*"&N'86%?Q;'%';?%773#*&7'?6"-76?Y'U?'*;'?#-3N'
=*&C3'I3*$3773#M'4%A23';*&C3'I%23#4%;M')6"'*;'&")'&3%#'#3?*#343&?M'?63#3'*;'&"'
4%T"#']3#4%&''7-#3N'863A'K331'?3##*213'%2"-?'*?Y'863AQG3'%1)%A;'6%$'"&3M'%&$'&")'
?63A'$"&Q?N
="')6%?3G3#'?6*;'$*;?*&C?*"&')%;M''#;?1AM'U'?6*&.'*?Q;'4"#3'%CC-#%?31A'-&$3#;?""$'

%;'4"$3;'"K'"#7%&*E*&7'.&")13$73'#%?63#'?6%&'C"44*?43&?'*;;-3;'*&'*$3"1"7A'"#'
*&':6*1";":6AN'5&$M';3C"&$1AM'*?Q;'C6%&7*&7';"'#%:*$1A'-&$3#'?63'*&'-3&C3'"K'K"#C3;'
?6%?'%#3'&"?'?634;31G3;':-#31A':6*1";":6*C%1'?6%?'*?Q;'23C"43'%'.*&$'"K'%&%C6#"&*;4'
?"'?%1.'?6%?')%AM'3WC3:?')*?6'#3;:3C?'?"'%'1%#73'7#"-:'"K'543#*C%&':6*1";":63#;')6"'
;?*11'*$3&?*KA'?634;31G3;')*?6'?6*;'"?63#'C"&C3:?*"&'"K':6*1";":6A'%;'%&'%G%&?/7%#$3'
C-1?-#%1'6-4%&*;?*C'3&?3#:#*;3N

YPR: This seems to suggest that you have extra-paradigmatic values that allow 
you to determine what constitutes good philosophy, so that you can move from one 
paradigm to another to seek out good philosophy. What are those values?

RP: J311M'U';6"-1$';%A'%;'%'237*&&*&7'K""?&"?3'?6%?'U'%4'*&'%&'3W?#3431A':#*G*1373$'
:";*?*"&' 23C%-;3' U' ?3%C6' %?' ?63'("44*??33' "&' ="C*%1'86"-76?' %?' ?63'P&*G3#;*?A'
"K'(6*C%7"N' U' 1*?3#%11A'73?' ?"' ?3%C6'%2;"1-?31A'%&A?6*&7'U')%&?M' *&'%&A'$*;C*:1*&3N'
5&$'(6*C%7"'6%;'%'.*&$'"K'ethos')63#3'*?Q;'&"?'#37%#$3$'%;'h:"%C6*&7i'"#'%;'?63'
*&C"4:3?3&?'?#A*&7'?"':%#%$3'%;'3W:3#?;N'FG3#A"&3'-&$3#;?%&$;'?63'("44*??33'%;'
?63' %??34:?' ?"' $"' ;"43?6*&7' $*KK3#3&?M' ?"' 2#3%.' ?63' 6"1$' "K' ?63' ?#%$*?*"&%1')%AN'
5&$' *K' %' 1*??13' %4%?3-#*;4'C#33:;' *&M'"#'$*13??%&?*;4M'"#' C%K|' ;"C*3?A':6*1";":6AM'
)311M'?6%?Q;'?63':#*C3'K"#'6%G*&7'?63'("44*??33'"&'="C*%1'86"-76?'%&$'?63':3":13'
%?'(6*C%7"'%#3')*11*&7' ?"':%A' *?N'D-?')6%?' U'43%&' *;' ?6%?' *?Q;'3%;A'K"#'43' ?"';%A'
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C"-#;3;'?6%?'6%G3'?"'23''113$'3G3#A'A3%#M'%&$';"432"$A'6%;'?"'?3%C6'U&?#"'?"'5&C*3&?M'
;"432"$A'6%;'?"'?3%C6'&*&3?33&?6'C3&?-#AM';"432"$A'6%;'?"'?3%C6'9%&?'3G3#A'"?63#'
A3%#'*&'?63'7#%$-%?3':#"7#%4M'%&$'*K'A"-Q#3'?6%?':3#;"&M'A"-'6%G3'?"'$"'?6%?N'+"-#'
#3;3%#C6'*;'T-;?'$3?3#4*&3$'2A'?63';*E3'"K'?63'$3:%#?43&?'%&$')6%?'A"-'6%G3'?"'$"N'
="'*?'$"3;&Q?'4%??3#M'*&'%')%AO7"*&7'2%C.'?"'?6*;'*&;?*?-?*"&%1'g-3;?*"&M')6*C6'U'
?6*&.'*;'%'&3713C?3$'"&3'*&'$*;C-;;*"&;'"K':6*1";":6AO)6%?'A"-#'&3)':%#%$*74'
K"#' :6*1";":6A' *;M' 23C%-;3'A"-'$"&Q?' 73?' ?"' $"' *?N'5&$' *K' A"-Q#3' $"*&7' *?' 23K"#3'
A"-Q#3'?3&-#3$M'?63&'A"-Q#3'?%.*&7'%&'3G3&'6-73#'#*;.'?6%?'A"-')"&Q?'23'#37%#$3$'%;'
6%G*&7'$"&3'#3%1':6*1";":6AN'5&$'?63';%43'?6*&7'*;'?#-3')*?6'A"-#':#"4"?*"&;m'A"-#'
;?%?-;'*&'?63':#"K3;;*"&'*;')6%?'73?;'A"-'"KK3#;'K#"4'"?63#':1%C3;M')6*C6'2"";?;'A"-#'
;?"C.M')6*C6'*&C#3%;3;'A"-#';%1%#AM'%&$';"'?63'*&C3&?*G3;'2-*1?'*&'?"';?%A*&7')*?6*&'
$*;C*:1*&%#A'2"-&$%#*3;'-&?*1'A"-'73?'?"'%'C3#?%*&':"*&?O)63&'A"-'C%&'T-;?'#%*;3'?63'
!"11A'@"73#'%&$'C"43'"-?'"K'?63'C1";3?'"#')6%?3G3#O%#3';"'6-73'?6%?'?6*;')6"13'
:#%C?*C%1':#"2134'?*3;'*&N
86%?' ;%*$M' U' ?6*&.' ?63' 4";?' *&?3#3;?*&7' g-3;?*"&;' *&' :6*1";":6AM' :3#6%:;' ?63'

"&1A'#3%1M';*7&*'C%&?'g-3;?*"&;'*&':6*1";":6AM'%#3'%11'&"#4%?*G3N'863AQ#3'h"-76?i/
g-3;?*"&;'?"'%'C3#?%*&'3W?3&?M'%&$'?63AQ#3'2%;*C%11A'%2"-?' ?)"'?6*&7;m')6%?'"-76?'
)3'?"'231*3G3M'%&$')6%?'"-76?')3'?"'$"N'5&$'U'$"&Q?'?6*&.'?3W?;';*4:1A')#*??3&'*&'
:6*1";":6*C%1':#";3'%#3' ?63'"&1A' K"#4'"K'6-4%&'#3'3C?*"&'%2"-?' ?6%?' ?":*CN'="'U'
?6*&.'%'1"?'7"3;'"&'*&'=6%.3;:3%#3M'*&'I3&#A'!%43;M'*&'F$"-%#$'>%&3?M'K"#'3W%4:13M'
?6%?'"-76?'?"'23'C"&;*$3#3$';"43?6*&7'"?63#'?6%&'43#3'3W%4:13;'"K':6*1";":6*C%1'
*$3%;N' U?')"-1$' ?%.3'%' 1"&7' ?*43' ?"'$3K3&$' ?6*;M'"#'4%.3' *?' 3G3&'C#3$*213M'2-?' %?'
?63' 3&$' "K' ?63' $%AM')6%?' U' ?6*&.' #3g-*#3;' %' K"#4' "K' #3'3C?*"&' ?6%?Q;' &"?' 1*4*?3$'
?"' ?63' $*;C*:1*&%#A' :#";3' "K' :6*1";":6A' *;' ?6*;' ;3?' "K' &"#4%?*G3' g-3;?*"&;N'J6%?'
*;'*?'?"'13%$'%'K#33'1*K3V'I")'$"'A"-''&$'?6%?'"-?'*K'A"-Q#3'%':6*1";":63#V'hJ311M'
A"-'3W%4*&3' ?63'C"&C3:?'"K' K#33$"4Ni'5&$')63#3'$"3;' ?6%?'C"43'K#"4V'J6*C6'
C"&C3:?V'863'5#*;?"?31*%&'"&3M'?63'=C6"1%;?*C'"&3M'?63',"C.3%&'"&3M'?63'I3731*%&'
"&3M'?63'@"-;;3%-*%&'"&3V'UK'?63AQ#3'%11'C"4:3?*&7M')6%?'%#3'?63A'%11'%2"-?V'U'$"&Q?'
?6*&.'#3'3C?*"&'"&'?6%?'?":*C')*?6"-?M';%AM'?63'&*&3?33&?6/C3&?-#A'&"G31'4%.3;'4-C6'
;3&;3N'L3":13'?#A'?"''7-#3'"-?')63?63#'?63*#'1*K3'*;'?63*#'")&M'%&$'*K'*?'*;&Q?M'6")'
?"'#3C"G3#' *?N'I")'C%&'A"-'-&$3#;?%&$'?6%?' ?":*C')*?6"-?' ?6*&.*&7'"K')6%?' ?63;3'
73&*-;3;M')6"'?#A'?"':"#?#%AM'13?Q;';%A':63&"43&"1"7*C%11AM'?63';?#-7713'?"'C"43'?"'
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-&$3#;?%&$'?63'g-3;?*"&'"K')63?63#'?63*#'1*G3;'%#3'?63*#'")&V'863A')3#3';4%#?'7-A;Y'
863A')3#3&Q?'T-;?'3WC3113&?'C#%K?;43&M'?63A')3#3':#"K"-&$'?6*&.3#;N'="M'K"#'43M'?63'
:#*&C*:13'"K'1"".*&7'K"#'*&?3#3;?*&7':6*1";":6A')63#3G3#'A"-'C%&''&$'*?'43%&;'&"?'
"&1A'1"".*&7'%C#";;'?6*;';"/C%113$'5&%1A?*C/("&?*&3&?%1'$*G*$3M'2-?'wherever'A"-'
C%&''&$'*?N'U'43%&M'A"-'6%G3'?"'$"';"43')"#.M'%&$'A"-'6%G3'?"'13%#&'?"'?6*&.'%2"-?'
*?'*&'%'C3#?%*&')%AM'2-?'?6%?Q;':";;*213N'+"-'$"&Q?'6%G3'?"'23';?-C.')*?6M'A"-'.&")M'
h='}'Li'%11'?63'?*43N'U?Q;'%&'*4:"#?%&?')%A'?"'?6*&.M'2-?'A"-'$"&Q?'6%G3'?"'%1)%A;'
keep'$"*&7'?6%?N

YPR: Karsten Harries once said something to this effect in a lecture: “In a sense, 
modern art is more philosophy than art, and modern artists are often more like 
philosophers than like what we traditionally understand as artists.” Given what 
you’ve just said, how would you characterize the relationship between philosophy 
and art?

RP: J311M'9%#;?3&Q;'?63'"&3'A"-';6"-1$'%;.N'I3'6%;'%'G3#A'23%-?*K-1'2"".'"&'?63'
;-2T3C?'C%113$ The Meaning of Modern ArtN'U?Q;'%')"&$3#K-1'2"".M'%&$'%'1"?'"K'?63'
%&;)3#'*;'*&'?63#3N
D-?'4A'K%G"#*?3'%#?'6*;?"#*%&'*;'>*C6%31'H#*3$'%?'!"6&;'I":.*&;M')6"'U'C"&;*$3#'%;'

4-C6'"K'%':6*1";":63#'%;'%&A"&3'31;3N'5&$'"&3'"K'?63'?6*&7;'?6%?'H#*3$'*;'*&?3#3;?3$'
*&M' %4"&7' 4%&AM' *;' 6")' G*;-%1' *&?311*7*2*1*?A' *;' :"#?#%A3$' *&' :%*&?*&7m' )6%?' %&'
342"$*3$'4"$3'"K'?63'G*;*"&'%&$'?63'*&?311*7*213':#3;3&C3'"K'?63')"#1$'?"'%'4*&$'
*;'1*.3N'5&$'63'.&");'6")'?"'2#*&7'?6%?'*;;-3'?"'1*K3'*&'?63'%&%1A;*;'"K':%*&?*&7N'U?'
?%.3;'7#3%?'*&?3113C?'%&$'7#3%?';3&;*?*G*?A'?"'$"'*?N'863#3'%#3'%'1"?'"K'*;;-3;'1*.3'?6%?M'
)6*C6'#3g-*#3':6*1";":6*C%1'#3'3C?*"&'*K'?63'%#?'"2T3C?'*;'?"'23':#":3#1A'-&$3#;?""$N'
="43?6*&7'6%::3&3$'?"'?63'6*;?"#A'"K'J3;?3#&'%#?'%#"-&$'?63'4*$$13'"K'?63'&*&3?33&?6'
C3&?-#AM'%&$'&"?'T-;?':%*&?*&7m'1*?3#%?-#3M':"3?#AM'%#C6*?3C?-#3M'%&$'4-;*C'%11'237%&'?"'
3W:1"#3'*;;-3;')3')"-1$'&")'1%231'%;'4-C6'4"#3'hC"7&*?*G3i'*;;-3;M'4-C6'4"#3'
%2"-?'?63*#'")&':";;*2*1*?*3;'?6%&'?63'?#%$*?*"&%1'C%&"&'"K'%3;?63?*C'G%1-3;M')6*C6'
)%;':#*4%#*1A'%2"-?'23%-?AO-&$3#;?""$'3*?63#' %;' ;"43'G3#;*"&'"K' ?63':13%;%&?M'
"#' ;"43'G3#;*"&'"K' %&' %??34:?' %?' :3#K3C?*"&N'D-?' ;"43?6*&7'6%::3&3$' ?6%?'4%$3'
?6";3'C%?37"#*3;'*&%$3g-%?3'?"'%#?N'863#3')%;'%&'*4:1*C*?'C1%*4':#3;3&?3$'2AM'13?Q;';%AM'
:%*&?*&7';?%#?*&7')*?6'>%&3?M'?6%?'?63')"#1$'"-76?'&")'?"'23'1"".3$'%?'1*.3'thisM'&"?'
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1*.3'thatM'&"?'1*.3'?63')%A'*?'6%$'233&'1"".3$'%?N'U')3&?'?"'%'>">%';6")')63#3'?63A'
3W6*2*?3$'The Execution of MaximilianM')6*C6'*;'%&'3WC3113&?':%*&?*&7'2A'>%&3?N'
5&$'*?'1"".;'1*.3'%'&"#4%1'#3%1*;?':%*&?*&7M'3WC3:?'A"-Q11'&"?*C3'?6%?'?63'4%&')6"'
#%*;3;'6*;';)"#$'%;'63Q;'%2"-?'?"'7*G3'?63';*7&%1'?"';6""?'*;'236*&$'?63';6""?3#;M'%&$'
63'6%;'#3$':%&?;'"&N'5&$'23?)33&'?63':%&?;'"K'?63'3W3C-?*"&3#;M'A"-';6"-1$';33'6*;'
#3$':%&?;N'D-?'%11'>%&3?'$"3;'*;'?%.3'6*;'2#-;6'%&$'T-;?':-?'%'?*&A'1*??13'#3$'4%#.'
?63#3M'C"4:13?31A'-&*&?311*7*21A'*&'?3#4;'"K'C1%;;*C%1'#3%1*;?'&"?*"&;'"K':%*&?*&7N'5&$'
)63#3'>%W*4*1*%&Q;'6%&$;'%#3'7#*::*&7'?63'?)"'73&3#%1;'63Q;'23*&7'3W3C-?3$')*?6M'
*&;?3%$'"K':%*&?*&7'6*;'6%&$O%11'?63'"?63#'"&3;'%#3':%*&?3$O>%&3?'T-;?':-?;'%'71"2'
"K''3;6/C"1"#3$':%*&?'?63#3N'5&$'U'$"&Q?'?6*&.'?#%$*?*"&%1'C%?37"#*3;'"K'%3;?63?*C;'%#3'
%$3g-%?3'63#3N'L6*1";":63#;'%#3'%1)%A;';%A*&7M'h86*;'%??3&?*"&'?"'%#?'%&$'%3;?63?*C;'
*;'#*$*C-1"-;N'5#?'$"3;&Q?'4%.3'%&A'C1%*4;N'863#3'%#3'&"':#":";*?*"&;M'?63#3'%#3'&"'
%#7-43&?;Ni'J311M')6%?Q;'?63'C1%*4'4%$3'2A'&"?':%*&?*&7'?6%?'137V'DA'T-;?':-??*&7'
%'2*?'"K'#3$':%*&?'?63#3M'%;'*K'?"'*&$*C%?3M'hU'C"-1$':%*&?'*?'*K'U')%&?3$'?"M'U')%&?'A"-'
?"'.&")'?6%?M'2-?'UQ4'&"?'7"*&7'?"Ni'J6%?Q;'?63':"*&?'"K'?6%?V'UK'A"-Q#3'*&?3#3;?3$'
*&')6%?' ?63' :"*&?' "K' ?6%?' *;M' ?63&' A"-QG3' 7"?' ?"' 23' *&?3#3;?3$' *&')6A' ;"432"$A'
?6*&.;'*?Q;'G%1-%213'?"'$"'*?'?6%?')%AM'%&$'?6%?Q;'7"?'?"'4%.3'A"-'?6*&.'%2"-?')6%?Q;'
G%1-%213'%2"-?':%*&?*&7M'%&$'?6%?Q;'7"?'?"'4%.3'A"-'?6*&.'%2"-?'G%1-3N'="'U'$"&Q?'
?6*&.' *?Q;' :";;*213' ?"' -&$3#;?%&$' :%*&?3#;Q' :#3;3&?%?*"&;' "K' 6")' ?63')"#1$'ought'
?"' 23' 3W:3#*3&C3$M' *K' *?Q;' ?"' 23' 3W:3#*3&C3$' *&' *?;' ?#-?6M')*?6"-?' :6*1";":6AN'5#?'
C#*?*C*;4'%&$'%#?'6*;?"#A'?6%?'$"&Q?'6%G3'?6%?'$*43&;*"&';334';?3#*13'?"'43M'43#3'
%C%$34*C*;4N'U?Q;'T-;?'%'1*;?*&7'"K'*&'-3&C3;M'*C"&"7#%:6AM':%*&?*&7'?3C6&*g-3M'6")'
K%;?'63'C"-1$':%*&?M'?63'&%?-#3'"K'?63'2#-;6';?#".3m'?6%?Q;'%11'G3#A'*4:"#?%&?M'2-?'U'
?6*&.'*?Q;'C3#?%*&1A':";;*213'?"'#%*;3')6%?')3'*&':6*1";":6A')"-1$'C%11':#":";*?*"&%1'
C1%*4;'%&$'C3#?%*&'C"&;*$3#%?*"&;'#313G%&?'?"'%CC3:?*&7'"#'#3T3C?*&7'?634N
U?Q;'?63';%43';"#?'"K'?6*&7')*?6'1*?3#%?-#3N'U'?#*3$'?"'4%.3'C13%#'*&'%'2"".'"&'I3&#A'

!%43;'6")'4-C6':6*1";":6A'*;'*4:"G3#*;63$'*K'*?'$"3;'&"?':%A'%??3&?*"&''#;?'?"'?63'
*;;-3'"K'?63':#":3#'%C?/$3;C#*:?*"&'"K'?63'4"#%1'C"&?3W?'*&')6*C6'%':6*1";":6*C%1'
:#"2134' *;' :";3$N'J6%?' 3W%C?1A' *;' 6%::3&*&7V' q!%43;Qr' C6%#%C?3#;Q' ;31K/#3:"#?;'
%2"-?')6%?'?63A'*&?3&$'?"'$"'%&$')6%?'?63A'?6*&.'*;'6%::3&*&7'%#3'?#343&$"-;1A'
-&?#-;?)"#?6AM'%&$'*K':6*1";":6A'$"3;&Q?'?%.3'?6%?'*&?"'%CC"-&?';"436")'%&$'?#A'?"'
'&$'%')%A'*&?"M';%AM'?63'$3&;*?A'"K'4"#%1'C"4:13W*?A'*&'I3&#A'!%43;O$3&;*?A'?6%?'
C"43;'K#"4'?63'$*K'C-1?A'"K'73??*&7'%'$3;C#*:?*"&'"K'?63'C6%#%C?3#Q;'h4*&$3$&3;;i'
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?#%*&'3W%4:13;'%#3'%11':3#K3C?1A'%::#":#*%?3M'?63A'C%&'23'3&"#4"-;1A':")3#K-1M'2-?'
*K'A"-'#3%11A')%&?'%&'3W%4:13'?"'73?'A"-#')6331;';:*&&*&7M'?#A'The Ambassadors'
"#'Remembrance of Things Past' "#' ;"43?6*&7' 1*.3' ?6%?N'57%*&M' &"?'43#31A' %;' %'
:#":%3$3-?*CM'2-?'%;'%')%A'"K'?6*&.*&7'%2"-?':6*1";":6*C%1'C"&;*$3#%?*"&;'#313G%&?'
?"'C1%*4;'"K'?#-?6'*&'%'$*KK3#3&?')%AN

YPR: This might be a terrible question. How can Hegel be an aid to us in dealing with 
the so-called “problems of modernity?” Is there something in Hegel’s relationship 
to modern philosophy that speaks directly to some of these problems?

RP: U' ?6*&.' ?63'4%*&' ?6343' *&' I3731Q;' ;"C*%1' :6*1";":6A' *;' ?63' :#":3#' )%A' ?"'
-&$3#;?%&$'6-4%&'$3:3&$3&CAO?6%?'?63'*$3%1'"K'23*&7'%;';31K/;-K'C*3&?'%&$'6%G*&7'
%;'4-C6';31K/$*#3C?*"&'"K'A"-#'1*K3'%;':";;*213'*;'%'K%1;3'*$3%1M'%'.*&$'"K':%?6"1"7AN'
I3731'6%;'?#*3$'?"':#"G*$3'%'$*KK3#3&?';"#?'"K'K#%43)"#.'K"#'-&$3#;?%&$*&7M'13?'-;'
;%AM' ?63' #31%?*"&;6*:' 23?)33&' $3:3&$3&C3' %&$' *&$3:3&$3&C3' "K' 6-4%&' ;-2T3C?;'
C"&;*$3#3$'%;'%73&?;N'I3Q;'%)%#3'"K'%11'?63':#"2134;'?6%?'?6%?'73&3#%?3;M'"K'#%*;*&7'
?6*;':"*&?'?6%?'?63#3'%#3'%;:3C?;'"K'6-4%&'$3:3&$3&CA'?6%?'%#3':#3/G"1*?*"&%1N'+"-'
$*$&Q?'C"&?#%C?'?"'23'*&'?63'K%4*1A'A"-Q#3'*&M'%&$'&"2"$A'%;.3$'A"-'?"'23'*&'*?N'D-?'
?63#3Q;';"43?6*&7')#"&7')*?6'?%.*&7'?6%?'%;'T-;?*'C%?*"&'K"#'%C?*&7'%;'*K'A"-')3#3&Q?'
*&'"&3N'863#3Q;';"43?6*&7')#"&7')*?6'*?M'%&$'*?Q;'6%#$'*&'?63'?#%$*?*"&%1'1%&7-%73'
"K'1*23#%1/$34"C#%?*C':"1*?*C;'?"';%A')6%?'?6%?'*;N'hUK'A"-'$"&Q?')%&?'?"'23'*&'*?M'?63&'
T-;?'":?'"-?M'$"&Q?'23'*&'*?'%&A4"#3Yi
B")M' I3731Q;' ;-;:*C*"&;' %#3' G3#A' $33:' %2"-?' ?6%?' .*&$' "K' #3%C?*"&N' D-?' ?6%?'

*443$*%?31A'#%*;3;'?63'C"-&?3#/;-;:*C*"&'?6%?'63Q;'%&'%&?*/*&$*G*$-%1*;?M'%&'"#7%&*C*;?M'
%'6"1*;?N'5&$'%K?3#'?63'=3C"&$'J"#1$'J%#M'3;:3C*%11A'*&'5&71":6"&3'1*?3#%?-#3M'?63#3'
)3#3'%')6"13';3#*3;'"K':"1*?*C%1':6*1";":63#;'%&$' ?63"#*;?;' 1"".*&7'K"#' ?63'h$%#.'
;*$3i'"K'?63']3#4%&';"-1N'hI")'C"-1$'?6*;'6%::3&'*&'?63'4";?'C*G*1*E3$'&%?*"&'"&'
?63':1%&3?M'?63'4";?'%$G%&C3$'*&'6*76'C-1?-#3M'4-;*CM'%#?M'1*?3#%?-#3Vi'L3":13'237%&'
1"".*&7' *&' ?63*#' :6*1";":6*C%1' ?#%$*?*"&M' %&$' &"?*C3$' ;"43?6*&7' ?6%?' *;M' *&' %' G3#A'
73&3#%1';3&;3M'?#-3m'?6%?'?63'%$G3&?'"K'4"$3#&*?A'%&$'4"$3#&*E%?*"&'*&']3#4%&A')%;'
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YPR: Now, for something a little more fun: if you were able to ask one  gure in the 
history of philosophy a question, what would it be?
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YPR: Finally, can you say a little bit about your current interests in  lm?
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